
BIFITU AHMED ROBA: THE YOUNG VISIONARY  
 
Nineteen-year old Bifitu Roba is a young woman with a bright 
future. Currently in the midst of her nursing degree, she 
graduated from the 2016 Braybrook on Board leadership 
program with a vision to care for the health and wellbeing of 
women and girls in her community through a support group 
called Sharing is Caring. 
 
“From a young age I always wanted to help out. If I could do 
something to help you then I would be there. That is what 
inspires me, that I can be a part of this and I can make changes.” 
Bifitu said. 
 
This young leader’s personal experiences have shaped her deep 
understanding of the importance and value of connecting to 
community.   
 
Her parents left their respective countries of Somalia and 
Ethiopia to escape civil war, arriving in Kenya where Bifitu was 
born.  
 
When she was 14 the family immigrated to Australia, settling in Coffs Harbour on the NSW north 
coast. The family moved to Melbourne a year later. 
 
“Mum moved to Melbourne because it’s more multicultural. There are lots of different people from 
different cultures. You don’t feel different at all because everyone’s different. It’s a nice feeling,” she 
said. 
 
While she and her siblings were involved in the Family Inclusive Language and Learning program run 
at Braybrook Hub she found out about Braybrook on Board. The program distilled in her a new 
meaning of leadership and a vision for the future. 
 
“I used to think that leadership was about doing a course, having qualifications, but there’s a lot 
more to it. Anybody can be a leader. I learned that you are a leader you just don’t realise it. But you 
are a leader to someone in your life,” she said.  
 
Bifitu considered the main benefits of the program the networking opportunities with stakeholders; 
learning about all the behind-the-scenes work that happens to make local government and its 
initiatives function; and learning that she has the power to make change. 
 
“I feel motivated more than ever because before I wanted to make changes but I didn’t know where 
to start. But now I know where to start and what to do. I am inspired to do this and I know how to 
bring about change and that’s what I’m going to do,” she said. 
 

 

 


