
 

Participation Information 
 
Open Studios in the West offers a unique opportunity to explore the diverse range of artist’s 
studios and galleries located in Melbourne’s inner west. This year marks the 10th annual 
Open Studios program – we hope you’ll join us to mark this fantastic milestone! 
 

Registration is FREE 
Along with the completed registration form all participants must provide: 

 2 high resolution images, one landscape and one profile (300dpi min) 

 Public Liability Insurance to the value of $10m - Certificate of Currency must be 
provided. 

 
NB: You cannot complete the online registration form without uploading these required 
items. 
 

Why should you participate in Open Studios in the West? 
Maribyrnong City Council has a recognised role in supporting arts and creative activity in the 
community. As well as generating intrinsic value (the satisfaction derived from ‘just knowing 
it’s there’) the arts and creative sectors make large contributions to economic, social and 
community development, enhancing quality of life as it drives the economy. 
 
The Open Studios program is just one way Council supports our arts and creative industries 
through providing insight into this sector for the community, both locally and for visitors. 
Maribyrnong is home to a huge creative community and Open Studios in the West is a 
fantastic opportunity to generate exposure for your gallery or studio, and extend the 
reputation of Maribyrnong as an arts and creative hub.  
 

What can you do to participate?  
The value for the community in Open Studios in the West is the ability to catch a glimpse of 

the stories behind the scenes where art is created, whether it be painting, drawing, 

photography, jewellery making, sculpture, textile craft, printmaking, or live music, drama or 

puppetry.  

If you don’t have a studio you’re able to open up, you can get involved in other ways! You 
could organise a pop up studio or temporary art making place, create an ephemeral art piece 
for display during the program, or get involved with an existing art studio and work with them 
to participate in the program. The possibilities are endless! 
 

Tell me about the launch… 
In 2017 Open Studios in the West will be launched alongside a new and exciting platform to 

discover the art spaces, galleries and venues within central Footscray. The evening event is 

designed as a self-guided twilight journey through Footscray, whereby audiences and 

participants will be able to view and engage in a wide variety of activities, and discover high 

quality art in many different mediums and unexpected locations. This multi-location evening 

launch event is being run in partnership with VU and the Footscray University Town initiative. 



 

IMPORTANT DATES  

Studio and Gallery Registrations close: Monday 4 September 2017 
Open Studios in the West launch:  Friday 24 November 2017 
Open Studios in the West weekend:  Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 November 2017 
 

 

How to make Open Studios in The West Work for you 
 

Studio and Gallery Opening Times: 
Studios and Galleries are requested to be open for visitors on both Saturday 25 and Sunday 
26 November, however we realise this will not be possible for all participants. 
 
We’re aware that some venues will have different ‘usual’ opening hours and that often broad 
opening times don’t work in this context. We’re also aware that a lot of participants creative 
spaces are not usually open to the public at all! 
 
The registration form asks you to list the times your space will be open to the public and 
while we encourage you and your venue to be open as much as possible, participation is not 
restricted and we welcome participation from all local creative spaces, regardless of opening 
times for this program. 
 

Give people a reason to visit: 
Studios that offer an activity, whether it be an event at a fixed time, or an activity that 
attendees can ‘drop in’ to at any time, gives additional reasons for people to visit. Think 
about what it is that is unique about your venue, and make sure it’s listed in your promo 
blurb to encourage people to visit. 
 
Some ideas for engagement with the Open Studios audience could include: 

 Demonstrations of your art practice – these could be demonstrations at a set time, or 
something less formal so attendees know they can come and watch you work 

 An artist talk about a current or upcoming exhibition 

 ‘Come and try’ classes  

 Live music performance 

 ‘Tricks of the trade’ sessions – great for passing on some tips for those who are 
interested or dabble in their own time 

 A collaborative build project over the two days   
 
If you have an exceptional idea for an activity but may need some help to get the idea off the 
ground, get in touch with the Arts and Culture team to see how we can assist. 
 


