
Book Club Summaries (Compiled April 2017) 

Title Author Summary 

All That I Am Funder, Anna When Ruth Becker visits her cousin Dora in Munich in 1923, she meets the love of her life, , 
and eagerly joins in the heady activities of the militant political left in Germany. Inspired by 
the fearless Dora they dedicate themselves to a dangerous mission: to inform the British 
government of the very real Nazi threat to which it remains wilfully blind.  
 

An American In Oz James,  Sara No one thought Sara James, a 30 Rock habitué and Manhattanite through and through, 
would move to Australia after a long and successful fast-track career reporting from around 
the globe. But move she did, in a journey that sees her morph from a big-city anchor and 
correspondent to a small-town mum living an Australian country life. 
 

An Unnecessary Woman Alameddine, Rabih In this breathtaking portrait of a reclusive woman’s late-life crisis, readers follow Aaliya’s 
digressive mind as it ricochets across visions of past and present Beirut, invaded by memories 
of the Lebanese Civil War and Aaliya’s volatile past.  

Angry Housewives Eating 
Bon Bons 

Landvik, Lorna The wise and funny national bestseller about four decades of laughter, heartache, and 
friendship in the lives of five small-town women--members of AHEB (Angry Housewives 
Eating Bon Bons), an unofficial club that becomes much more. 

Bad Behaviour Starford, Rebecca It should have been a time of acquiring confidence, building self respect and independence, 
of fostering a connection with the natural world through long hikes. A gripping, compulsively 
readable memoir of bullying at an elite country boarding school. 

Balzac and the Little Chinese 
Seamstress 

Sijie, Dai  
 

In this enchanting tale about the magic of reading and the wonder of romantic awakening, 
two hapless city boys are exiled to a remote mountain village. There they meet the daughter 
of the local tailor and discover a hidden stash of Western classics in Chinese translation, and 
transit from their grim surroundings to worlds they never imagined. 
 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/132761.Rabih_Alameddine
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The Battle of Lone Pine Cameron, David W. The Battle for Lone Pine is the first book devoted to this cornerstone of the Anzac legend, 
drawing on unforgettable first-hand accounts scratched into diaries and letters home. The 
stories of the diggers, as well as the engineers, nurses, and more, provide an invaluable 
record of the battle and serve as moving testimony to their courage in appalling conditions. 
 

Before the Frost Mankel, Henning Kurt Wallander and his daughter Linda join forces to search for a religious fanatic on a 
murder spree. As the case her father is working on dovetails with her own, something far 
more dangerous than either could have imagined begins to emerge. They soon find 
themselves forced to confront a group of extremists bent on punishing the world's sinners. 
 

Bel Canto Patchett, Ann In an unnamed South American country, a world-renowned soprano sings at a birthday party 
in honour of a Japanese industrial titan as a ragtag band of 18 terrorists enters the vice-
presidential mansion. Their quarry is the president, who has unfortunately stayed home to 
watch a favourite soap opera. And thus, from the beginning, things go awry. 
 

Between Us Hardy, Marieke 
McGuire, Michaela  
 

Writing a letter can be an act of confession or celebration, while receiving one can bring joy, 
insight and vivid memories. Ambassadors for correspondence Marieke Hardy and Michaela 
McGuire have lured some of our best and brightest to the literary afternoons of Women of 
Letters to write and read missives of all kinds. 
 

Birdsong Faulks, Sebastian The young Englishman Stephen Wraysford passes through a tempestuous love affair with 
Isabelle Azaire in France and enters the dark, surreal world beneath the trenches of No Man's 
Land. This intensely romantic yet stunningly realistic novel spans three generations and the 
unimaginable gulf between the First World War and the present. 
 

Blood Witness Hammond, Alex One man's search for justice and redemption plunges him into the violent world of 
Melbourne's underbelly. Blood Witness is a dark powerful thriller from a talented new voice. 

The Boat Le, Nam A stunningly inventive, deeply moving series of short stories that take us from the slums of 
Colombia to the streets of Tehran; from New York City to Iowa City; from a tiny fishing village 
in Australia to a foundering vessel in the South China Sea, in a masterly display of literary 
virtuosity and feeling.  
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Border Crossing Barker, Pat When Tom Seymour, a child psychologist, plunges into a river to save a young man from 
drowning, he unwittingly reopens a chapter from his past he'd hoped to forget. Reluctantly, 
Tom is drawn back into a place where the border between good, evil, innocence and guilt is 
blurred and confused. 
 

Breath Winton, Tim On the wild, lonely coast of Western Australia, two thrill-seeking and barely adolescent boys 
fall into the enigmatic thrall of veteran big-wave surfer Sando. Together they form an odd but 
elite trio. Full of Winton’s lyrical genius for conveying physical sensation, Breath is a rich and 
atmospheric coming-of-age tale from one of world literature’s finest storytellers 
 

Breakfast At Tiffany’s Capote, Truman In this seductive, wistful masterpiece, Holly Golightly knows that nothing bad can ever 
happen to you at Tiffany's; her poignancy, wit, and naïveté continue to charm audiences in 
this novel by Truman Capote. 

The Broken Shore Temple, Peter Broken by his last case, homicide detective Joe Cashin has fled the city and returned to his 
hometown to run its one-man police station while his wounds heal and the nightmares fade. 
But as the case unfolds he finds himself holding on to something that it might be better to let 
go. 

Brooklyn Toibin, Colm Eilis Lacey has come of age in small-town Ireland in the hard years following World War Two. 
When an Irish priest from Brooklyn offers to sponsor Eilis in America -- to live and work in a 
Brooklyn neighbourhood "just like Ireland" -- she decides she must go, leaving her fragile 
mother and her charismatic sister behind. 

Burial Rites Kent, Hannah Set against Iceland's stark landscape, Hannah Kent brings to vivid life the story of Agnes, who, 
charged with the brutal murder of her former master, is sent to an isolated farm to await 
execution.  

Café Scheherazade  
 

Zable, Arnold 'In Acland Street, St Kilda, there stands a cafe called Scheherazade.' Thus begins this haunting 
meditation on displacement and the way the effects of war linger in the minds of its 
survivors. At once fable and history, it takes the reader on a journey which ranges from Kobe 
to Paris, from Vilna and back to Melbourne. 
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Cairo Womersley, Chris Frustrated by country life and eager for adventure and excitement, eighteen-year-old Tom 
Button moves to the city to study. Once there, and living in a run-down apartment block 
called Cairo, he is befriended by an eccentric musician Max Cheever, his beautiful wife Sally, 
and their close-knit circle of painters and poets. 
 

Caleb’s Crossing Brooks, Geraldine Geraldine Brooks takes a remarkable shard of history and brings it to vivid life. In 1665, a 
young man from Martha's Vineyard became the first Native American to graduate from 
Harvard College. Upon this slender factual scaffold, Brooks has created a luminous tale of 
love and faith, magic and adventure. 
 

The Camel Bookmobile Hamilton, Masha Fiona Sweeney wants to do something that matters, and she chooses to make her mark in 
the arid bush of north-eastern Kenya. By helping to start a traveling library, she hopes to 
bring the words of Homer, Hemingway, and Dr. Seuss to far-flung tiny communities where 
people live daily with drought, hunger, and disease. 
 

Carpentaria Wright, Alexis Carpentaria is an epic novel set in the Gulf country of north western Queensland. The novel's 
portrait of life in the precariously settled coastal town of Desperance centres on the powerful 
Phantom family and its battles with old Joseph Midnight's renegade Eastend, the white 
officials of Uptown, and the neighbouring Gurfurrit mine. 
 

Certain Admissions Haigh, Gideon Certain Admissions is Australian true crime at its best, and stranger than any crime fiction. It 
is real-life police procedural, courtroom drama, family saga, investigative journalism, social 
history, archival treasure hunt - a meditation, too, on how the past shapes the present, and 
the present the past. 
 

The Constant Gardener Le Carre, John The novel opens in northern Kenya with the gruesome murder of Tessa Quayle: young, 
beautiful, and dearly beloved to husband Justin. When Justin sets out on a personal odyssey 
to uncover the mystery of her death, what he finds could make him not only a suspect among 
his own colleagues, but a target for Tessa's killers as well. 
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The Contract Hoffman, Brett Relentlessly pursued across the country, Jack Rogers and Stella Sartori uncover a shocking 
trail of corruption and murder dating back forty years, with an explosive secret at its heart. If 
they can prove their suspicions correct, they'll survive. But with the contract in their hands, 
the past threatens to destroy them.  
 

Crashing Through Kurson, Robert Blinded at age three, Mike May defied expectations by breaking world records in downhill 
speed skiing, joining the CIA, and becoming a successful inventor, entrepreneur, and family 
man. He had never yearned for vision. Robert Kurson gives us a fascinating true account of 
one man’s choice to explore what it means to see, and to truly live. 
 

Cry, The Beloved Country Paton, Alan Cry, the Beloved Country is the deeply moving story of the Zulu pastor Stephen Kumalo and 
his son, Absalom, set against the background of a land and a people riven by racial injustice. 
Remarkable for its lyricism, unforgettable for character and incident, it is a classic work of 
love and hope, courage and endurance, born of the dignity of man. 
 

Currawalli Street Morgan, Christopher We all have secret lives. And we are all pretty good at keeping them secret. With simplicity 
and great beauty, Currawalli Street reveals the echoes between past and present through the 
story of one ordinary street and its families, from the pre-war innocence of early 1914 to the 
painful and grim consequences of the Vietnam War. 
 

The Dalai Lama’s Cat Michie, David Starving and pitiful, a mud-smeared kitten is rescued from the slums of New Delhi and 
transported to a life she could have never imagined. In a beautiful sanctuary overlooking the 
snow-capped Himalayas, she begins her new life as the Dalai Lama’s cat. 
 

Dangerous Games Writer, Larry Thirty-three athletes left Australia in May 1936 to compete in the Hitler Olympics in Berlin. 
Believing sporting competition was the best antidote to tyranny, they put their qualms on 
hold. The Australians, with their antiquated training regimes and amateur ethos, valiantly 
confronted the intensely focused athletes of Germany, the United States and Japan. 
 

The Danish Girl Ebershoff, David It starts with a question, a simple favour asked by a wife of her husband while both are 
painting in their studio, setting off a transformation neither can anticipate. Uniting fact and 
fiction into an original romantic vision, The Danish Girl eloquently portrays the unique 
intimacy that defines every marriage 
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Deranged Marriage Das, Sushi An affectionate, often hilarious, memoir of growing up in London in the 1970s in an Indian 
household, and avoiding an arranged marriage. 

The Diggers Rest Hotel McGeachin, Geoffrey In 1947, two years after witnessing the death of a young Jewish woman in Poland, Charlie 
Berlin has rejoined the police force a different man. Sent to investigate a spate of robberies 
in rural Victoria, he soon discovers that World War II has changed even the most ordinary of 
places and people. 
 

The Dressmaker  Ham, Rosalie After twenty years spent mastering the art of dressmaking at couture houses in Paris, Tilly 
Dunnage returns to the small Australian town she was banished from as a child.  But as her 
dresses begin to arouse competition and envy in town, causing old resentments to surface, it 
becomes clear that Tilly’s mind is set on a darker design. 
 

Earthly Delights Greenwood, Kerry Baking is an alchemical process for Corinna Chapman. But when she finds a syringe in her 
cat’s paw, and a mysterious man with beautiful eyes and a plan her bread, Corinna decides to 
find out who exactly is threatening her life with flair, chutzpah and a talent for kneading. 

The Eye of the Sheep Laguna, Sophie Meet Jimmy Flick. He's not like other kids. He finds a lot of the adult world impossible to 
understand - especially why his Dad gets so angry with him. Jimmy's mother Paula is the only 
one who can manage him.  But when Jimmy's world falls apart, he has no one else to turn to. 
He alone has to navigate the unfathomable world and make things right. 
 

The Elegance of the 
Hedgehog 

Barbery, Muriel Renée, a concierge in the heart of Pari, is witness to the lavish but vacuous lives of her 
numerous employers. Unbeknownst to her employers, Renée is a cultured autodidact who 
adores art, philosophy, music, and Japanese culture. With humor and intelligence she 
scrutinizes the lives of the building's tenants, who are barely aware of her existence. 
 

Father Bob: The Larrikin 
Priest 

Williams, Sue This is the life story of Father Bob Maguire - a rare behind-the-scenes look at the much-loved 
'people's priest'.  A lively portrait of the man behind the resilient social activist and popular 
media performer who refuses to be defeated by enforced retirement from the parish over 
which he presided for nearly forty years. 
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The Feel Good Hit of the Year Pieper, Liam Liam Pieper was raised by his bohemian parents to believe in freedom and creativity, and 
that there's nothing wrong with smoking a little marijuana to make life easier.  This is the 
story of how he got went from a muddled flower child to petty criminal to amoral coke 
monster – and of how he finally found some kind of way out. 
 

Flying With Paper Wings Jeffs, Sandy Flying with Paper Wings' is anything but a misery memoir. Glittering with black humour and 
without self-pity, it shifts other people's perceptions of mental distress beyond kindness, 
compassion, sympathy and fear into some deeper perception. 
 

Franklin and Eleanor Rowley, Hazel In this groundbreaking new account of Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt’s marriage, Hazel 
Rowley describes the remarkable courage and lack of convention that kept FDR and Eleanor 
together. She reveals a partnership that was both supportive and daring, and one that has 
only raised more eyebrows since their passing. 
 

The Girl in Times Square Simons, Paullina Lily's life is turned upside down with the disappearance of her flat mate, incredible 
revelations about her family and a personal discovery, all of which will affect her forever. 
What if everything you believed about your life was a lie?  This is the odyssey of two young 
women, Lily and Amy, roommates and friends on the verge of the rest of their lives.  
 

The Girl on the Train Hawkins, Paula Rachel takes the same commuter train every morning and night; a regular, monotonous 
routine. And then she sees something shocking. It’s only a minute until the train moves on, 
but it’s enough. Unable to keep it to herself, Rachel goes to the police. Soon she is deeply 
entangled not only in the investigation but in the lives of everyone involved.  
 

The Glass Castle Walls, Jeanette The Walls children learned to take care of themselves. They fed, clothed, and protected one 
another, and eventually found their way to New York. Their parents followed them, choosing 
to be homeless even as their children prospered. The Glass Castle is truly astonishing: a 
memoir permeated by the intense love of a peculiar but loyal family. 
 

Golden Boys Hartnett, Sonia Colt Jenson and his younger brother Bastian live in a world of shiny, new things.  But 
underneath the surface of the perfect family, is there something unsettling about the 
Jensons? To the local kids, Rex becomes a kind of hero, but Colt senses there's something in 
his father that could destroy their fragile new lives.  
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Gone Girl Flynn, Gillian On her fifth wedding anniversary, Amy Dunne disappears. Her husband, Nick, under 
mounting pressure from the police and the media, as well as Amy’s fiercely doting parents,   
parades an endless series of lies, deceits, and inappropriate behaviour. Nick is oddly evasive, 
and he’s definitely bitter, but is he really a killer?  
 

The Grapes of Wrath Steinbeck, Jonathan First published in 1939, Steinbeck’s Pulitzer Prize winning epic of the Great Depression 
chronicles the Dust Bowl migration of the 1930s and tells the story of one Oklahoma farm 
family, the Joads, driven from their homestead and forced to travel west to the promised 
land of California. 
 

Great Expectations Dickens, Charles In this gripping tale of crime and guilt, revenge and reward, humble, orphaned Pip is 
apprenticed to the dirty work of the forge but dares to dream of becoming a gentleman, and 
one day, under sudden and enigmatic circumstances, he finds himself in possession of "great 
expectations." 
 

The Handmaid’s Tale Atwood, Margaret Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead. She may leave the home of the Commander 
only once a day to walk to food markets.  She can remember the years before, when she 
lived and made love with her husband, when she played with her daughter; when she had a 
job, money of her own, and access to knowledge. But all of that is gone now... 
 

The Happiest Refugee Do, Anh Anh Do nearly didn't make it to Australia. His entire family came close to losing their lives on 
the sea as they escaped from war-torn Vietnam in an overcrowded boat. But nothing -- not 
murderous pirates, nor the imminent threat of death by hunger, could quench their desire to 
make a better life in the country they had dreamed about. 
 

The Happiness Show Deveny, Catherine At thirty-eight, Lizzie Quealy thinks she has things sorted: a happy relationship, a couple of 
gorgeous kids, a steadfast best friend and a career she loves. But when Lizzie bumps into 
Tom, an old flame from her globe-trotting twenties, her life begins to unravel. A refreshingly 
honest story of love, fidelity and the messiness of second chances 
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Hello, Beautiful! Rayson, Hannie “I realise that, despite all the references to my longing to be a writer, one thing is apparent; I 
don’t actually do much writing. My Diary is prima facie evidence of self-delusion on a grand 
scale”. A memoir in parts, from one of Australia’s best-loved playwrights. 
 

The Help Stockett, Katherine Skeeter is a college graduate. Aibeleen is black maid. Minnie is short, fat, and perhaps the 
sassiest woman in Mississippi. Seemingly as different from one another as can be, these 
women will nonetheless come together for a clandestine project that will put them all at risk. 
Why? Because they are suffocating within the lines that define their town and their times.  
 

This House of Grief Garner, Helen Robert Farquharson, a separated husband, was driving his three sons home to their mother 
when his car plunged into a dam. The boys, aged ten, seven, and two, drowned. Was this an 
act of deliberate revenge or a tragic accident?  An utterly compelling book, this is the true 
story of a man and his broken life. 
 

The Hunger Games Collins, Suzanne In post-apocalyptic America, the nation of Panem selects 24 children annually to participate 
in the games, where they are forced to fight to the death, leaving only one survivor to claim 
victory. It is a death sentence to the participants from the poor district 12.  . But Katniss has 
been close to death before. For her, survival is second nature. 
 

The Ice House Walters, Minette The three women living in seclusion at an elegant Hampshire country house have long been 
fodder for village gossip; even whispers of a witches' coven. So when a faceless corpse of 
uncertain vintage is found in the Streech Grange ice house, Chief Inspector Walsh can't wait 
to make a case of it. 
 

In Her Blood Hauxwell, Annie Catherine Berlin, investigator with the Financial Services Agency, finds the almost-headless 
body of her informant rolling in a shallow reach of the Thames. That it’s linked to an 
investigation of local loan shark Archie Doyle is no surprise to Berlin, but when Berlin's own 
unorthodox methods are blamed for the murder, she realises bigger predators are circling. 
 

Is it Just Me? Swan. Chrissie From weight to wee, children to crap dates, nothing is off limits for Chrissie Swan, self-
confessed 'over-sharer'. Celebrity, friendship, love, being a working mum, 'having it all' and 
the general chaos of life - "Is It Just Me?" is Chrissie at her hilarious, candid and fearless best. 
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Jasper Jones Silvey, Craig Rebellious, mixed-race and solitary, Jasper is a distant figure of danger and intrigue for 
Charlie. So when Jasper begs for his help, Charlie eagerly steals into the night by his side, 
terribly afraid but desperate to impress. Jasper takes him to his secret glade in the bush, and 
it's here that Charlie bears witness to Jasper's horrible discovery 
 

Joe Cinques Consolation Garner, Helen In October 1997, a clever young law student at ANU made a bizarre plan to murder her 
devoted boyfriend after a dinner party at their house. Some of the dinner guests &#8211; 
most of them university students &#8211; had heard rumours of the plan. Nobody warned 
Joe Cinque. He died one Sunday, in his own bed, of a massive dose of Rohypnol and heroin. 
His girlfriend and her best friend were charged with murder. 

Keeping Hope Alive Abdi, Dr Hawa The moving memoir of one brave woman who, along with her daughters, has kept 90,000 of 
her fellow citizens safe, healthy, and educated for over 20 years in Somalia. 

Kill a Mockingbird Lee, Harper The unforgettable novel of a childhood in a sleepy Southern town and the crisis of conscience 
that rocked it, To Kill A Mockingbird became both an instant bestseller and a critical success 
when it was first published in 1960. It went on to win the Pulitzer Prize in 1961 and was later 
made into an Academy Award-winning film, also a classic. 

Kitchen Confidential Boudainn, Anthony A deliciously funny, delectably shocking banquet of wild-but-true tales of life in the culinary 
trade from Chef Anthony Bourdain, laying out his more than a quarter-century of drugs, sex, 
and haute cuisine—now with all-new, never-before-published material. 

The Kite Runner Hosseini, Khaled “It may be unfair, but what happens in a few days, sometimes even a single day, can change 
the course of a whole lifetime."  
Amir is the son of a wealthy Kabul merchant, a member of the ruling caste of Pashtuns. 
Hassan, his servant and constant companion, is a Hazara, a despised and impoverished caste. 
Their uncommon bond is torn by Amir's choice to abandon his friend amidst the increasing 
ethnic, religious, and political tensions of the dying years of the Afghan monarchy, wrenching 
them far apart. But so strong is the bond between the two boys that Amir journeys back to a 
distant world, to try to right past wrongs against the only true friend he ever had. 
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Leap Jones, Myfanwy A few weeks after finishing their final exams high school sweethearts have an argument at a 
party. Joe wants to go - Jen begs him to stay. They fight in the corridor, following their usual 
script, and then he walks out and leaves her. A few hours later she dies. 

Let Me Sing You Gentle Songs Olsson, Linda Olsson leads us through the flowering but unusual and tender friendship of Veronica and 
Astrid, as they slowly and carefully reveal their life histories and sometimes heart-rending 
pasts. A stunning first novel by a new writer with genuine talent. 

Life of Pi Martel, Yann Life of Pi is a fantasy adventure novel by Yann Martel published in 2001. The protagonist, 
Piscine Molitor "Pi" Patel, a Tamil boy from Pondicherry, explores issues of spirituality and 
practicality from an early age. He survives 227 days after a shipwreck while stranded on a 
boat in the Pacific Ocean with a Bengal tiger named Richard Parker. 

The Light Between Oceans Stedman, M.L. After four harrowing years on the Western Front, Tom Sherbourne returns to Australia and 
takes a job as the lighthouse keeper on Janus Rock, nearly half a day’s journey from the 
coast. To this isolated island, where the supply boat comes once a season and shore leaves 
are granted every other year at best, Tom brings a young, bold, and loving wife, Isabel. 

The Little Coffee Shop of 
Kabul 

Rodrigues, Deborah From the author of the memoir Kabul Beauty School comes a fiction debut as compelling as 
real life: the story of a remarkable coffee shop in the heart of Afghanistan, and the men and 
women who meet there — thrown together by circumstance, bonded by secrets, and united 
in an extraordinary friendship.  
After hard luck and some bad choices, Sunny has finally found a place to call home — it just 
happens to be in the middle of a war zone. 

The Little Paris Book shop George, Nina “There are books that are suitable for a million people, others for only a hundred. There are 
even remedies—I mean books—that were written for one person only…A book is both medic 
and medicine at once. It makes a diagnosis as well as offering therapy. Putting the right 
novels to the appropriate ailments: that’s how I sell books.” 

The Little Stranger Waters, Sarah In a dusty post-war summer in rural Warwickshire, a doctor is called to a patient at Hundreds 
Hall. Home to the Ayres family for over two centuries, the Georgian house, once grand and 
handsome, is now in decline, its masonry crumbling, its gardens choked with weeds, the 
clock in its stable yard permanently fixed at twenty to nine. Its owners – mother, son and 
daughter – are struggling to keep pace with a changing society, as well as with conflicts of 
their own. 
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Lola Bensky Brett, Lily Lola Bensky is a nineteen-year-old rock journalist who irons her hair straight and asks a lot of 
questions. A high-school dropout, she's not sure how she got this job - but she's been sent by 
her Australian newspaper right to the heart of the London music scene a the most exciting 
time in music history: 1967. 

Look Who’s Back Vermes, Timur Berlin, Summer 2011. Adolf Hitler wakes up on a patch of open ground, alive and well. Things 
have changed – no Eva Braun, no Nazi party, no war. Hitler barely recognises his beloved 
Fatherland, filled with immigrants and run by a woman. 

The Lost Swimmer Turner, Ann Rebecca Wilding, an archaeology professor, traces the past for a living. 
But suddenly, truth and certainty is turning against her. Rebecca is accused of serious fraud, 
and worse, she suspects – she knows – that her husband, Stephen, is having an affair. 

Love and other Impossible 
Pursuits 

Waldman, Ayelet In this moving, wry, and candid novel, widely acclaimed novelist Ayelet Waldman takes us 
through one woman’s passage through love, loss, and the strange absurdities of modern life. 
 

Love in The Time of Cholera Garcia Marquez, Gabriel In their youth, Florentino Ariza and Fermina Daza fall passionately in love. When Fermina 
eventually chooses to marry a wealthy, well-born doctor, Florentino is devastated, but he is a 
romantic. As he rises in his business career he whiles away the years in 622 affairs--yet he 
reserves his heart for Fermina. Her husband dies at last, and Florentino purposefully attends 
the funeral. Fifty years, nine months, and four days after he first declared his love for 
Fermina, he will do so again. 

Lovesong Miller, Alex Seeking shelter in a Parisian cafe from a sudden rainstorm, John Patterner meets the exotic 
Sabiha and his carefully mapped life changes forever. Resonant of the bestselling Conditions 
of Faith, Alex Miller's keenly awaited new novel tells the deeply moving story of their lives 
together, and of how each came undone by desire. 

Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand Simonson, Helen You are about to travel to Edgecombe St. Mary, a small village in the English countryside 
filled with rolling hills, thatched cottages, and a cast of characters both hilariously original 
and as familiar as the members of your own family. Among them is Major Ernest Pettigrew 
(retired), the unlikely hero of Helen Simonson's wondrous debut. Wry, courtly, opinionated, 
and completely endearing, Major Pettigrew is one of the most indelible characters in 
contemporary fiction, and from the very first page of this remarkable novel he will steal your 
heart. 
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A Man Called Ove Backman, Fredrik A grumpy yet loveable man finds his solitary world turned on its head when a boisterous 
young family moves in next door. 
Meet Ove. He's a curmudgeon, the kind of man who points at people he dislikes as if they 
were burglars caught outside his bedroom window. He has staunch principles, strict routines, 
and a short fuse. People call him the bitter neighbor from hell, but must Ove be bitter just 
because he doesn't walk around with a smile plastered to his face all the time? 

March 
 
 

Brook, Geraldine Winner of the 2006 Pulitzer Prize For Fiction. From the author of the acclaimed YEAR OF 
WONDERS, an historical novel and love story set during a time of catastrophe, on the front 
lines of the American Civil War. Acclaimed author Geraldine Brooks gives us the story of the 
absent father from Louisa May Alcott's Little Women - and conjures a world of brutality, 
stubborn courage and transcendent love. 

Me Before You Moyes, Jojo Louisa Clark is an ordinary girl living an exceedingly ordinary life—steady boyfriend, close 
family—who has never been farther afield than their tiny village. She takes a badly needed 
job working for ex-Master of the Universe Will Traynor, who is wheelchair-bound after an 
accident. Will has always lived a huge life—big deals, extreme sports, worldwide travel—and 
now he’s pretty sure he cannot live the way he is. 

The Memory of Salt Ulgezer, Alice Melike Ali’s father is a Turkish circus musician performing in Kabul when Ali’s mother, a young 
doctor from Melbourne, who has trained  
in Australia’s outback regions, meets him outside the circus tent. Their courtship takes them 
from Afghanistan across Iran to Turkey and London, where Ali is born, and then to 
Melbourne. 

Men on the Menu Smyth, Bambi Recently single and defiantly youthful, Bambi Smyth is determined to take control of her own 
destiny, and give love another chance.  
So she sets off on a journey across the globe to combine her three greatest passions, food, 
travel and men, hoping to widen her horizons – and maybe her heart – along the way. 

Middlesex Eugenides, Jeffrey Middlesex tells the breathtaking story of Calliope Stephanides, and three generations of the 
Greek-American Stephanides family, who travel from a tiny village overlooking Mount 
Olympus in Asia Minor to Prohibition-era Detroit, witnessing its glory days as the Motor City 
and the race riots of 1967 before moving out to the tree-lined streets of suburban Grosse 
Pointe, Michigan. 
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Midnight in the Garden of 
Good and Evil 

Berendt, John Voodoo. Decadent socialites packing Lugars. Cotillions. With towns like Savannah, Georgia, 
who needs Fellini? Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil takes two narrative strands--each 
worthy of its own book--and weaves them together to make a single fascinating tale. 

Mister Pip Jones, Lloyd In a novel that is at once intense, beautiful, and fablelike, Lloyd Jones weaves a transcendent 
story that celebrates the resilience of the human spirit and the power of narrative to 
transform our lives. 

Mr. Rosenblum’s list Solomons, Natasha The publicity people at Sceptre have decided to present this first novel as a whimsical paean 
to Englishness: it is subtitled "Friendly Guidance for the Aspiring Englishman" and the cover 
of the hardback edition is dominated by a watercolourish picture of wildflowers, butterflies 
and a tweedy figure in plus-fours, and a description of the book as "utterly charming". 

A Murder is  Announced Christie, Agatha Villagers expect a fun game after a Gazette announcement of murder, but when lights flash 
off, shots ring out, and a masked burglar falls dead, the Inspector and vicar's wife Bunch call 
in expert Miss Jane Marple. Was Swiss hotel clerk Rudi framed? Miss Letitia Blackstone 
houses scatty Dora, cousins Julia and Patrick, gardener widow Phillipa, and paranoid cook 
Mitzi. 

My Brother Jack Johnston, George Through the story of two brothers who grew up in patriotic, suburban Melbourne, George 
Johnston created an enduring exploration of two Australian myths - that of the man who 
loses his soul as he gains worldly success, and that of the tough, honest, Aussie battler. 

The Namesake Lahiri, Jhumpa The Namesake takes the Ganguli family from their tradition-bound life in Calcutta through 
their fraught transformation into Americans. On the heels of their arranged wedding, Ashoke 
and Ashima Ganguli settle together in Cambridge, Massachusetts. An engineer by training, 
Ashoke adapts far less warily than his wife, who resists all things American and pines for her 
family. 

Night Wiesel, Elie Night is Elie Wiesel's masterpiece, a candid, horrific, and deeply poignant autobiographical 
account of his survival as a teenager in the Nazi death camps. 

Night Circus Morgenstern, Erin Welcome to Le Cirque des Rêves.  
Beyond the smoke and mirrors, however, a fierce competition is under way--a contest 
between two young illusionists, Celia and Marco, who have been trained since childhood to 
compete in a "game" to which they have been irrevocably bound by their mercurial masters. 
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Unbeknownst to the players, this is a game in which only one can be left standing, and the 
circus is but the stage for a remarkable battle of imagination and will. 

Night Games Krien, Anna The Pies beat the Saints and the city of Melbourne was still cloaked in black and white crepe 
paper when the rumour of a pack rape by celebrating footballers began to surface. By 
morning, the head of the sexual crimes squad confirmed to journalists that they were 
preparing to question two Collingwood players. 

A Pale View of Hills Ishiguro, Kazuo Etsuko, a Japanese woman now living alone in England, dwelling on the recent suicide of her 
daughter. Retreating into the past, she finds herself reliving one particular hot summer in 
Nagasaki, when she and her friends struggled to rebuild their lives after the war. But then as 
she recalls her strange friendship with Sachiko - a wealthy woman reduced to vagrancy - the 
memories take on a disturbing cast. 

People of the Book Brooks, Geraldine In 1996, Hanna Heath, an Australian rare-book expert, is offered the job of a lifetime: analysis 
and conservation of the famed Sarajevo Haggadah, which has been rescued from Serb 
shelling during the Bosnian war. Priceless and beautiful, the book is one of the earliest Jewish 
volumes ever to be illuminated with images. When Hanna, a caustic loner with a passion for 
her work, discovers a series of tiny artefacts in its ancient binding—an insect wing fragment, 
wine stains, salt crystals, a white hair—she begins to unlock the book’s mysteries 

Please Don’t Leave Me Chandler, Tania Nobody knows why she was out so early on the morning she was knocked down in a hit-and-
run. Or why a man was found beaten to death in her apartment that same day. 
Brigitte claims she has no memory of what happened, but when the investigation is reopened 
fourteen years later, unwanted questions start cropping up. 

Poisonwood Bible Kingsolver, Barbara The Poisonwood Bible is a story told by the wife and four daughters of Nathan Price, a fierce, 
evangelical Baptist who takes his family and mission to the Belgian Congo in 1959. They carry 
with them everything they believe they will need from home, but soon find that all of it -- 
from garden seeds to Scripture -- is calamitously transformed on African soil. 

Pomegranate Soup Mehran, Marsha Beneath the holy mountain Croagh Patrick, in damp and lovely County Mayo, sits the small, 
sheltered village of Ballinacroagh. To the exotic Aminpour sisters, Ireland looks like a much-
needed safe haven. It has been seven years since Marjan Aminpour fled Iran with her 
younger sisters, Bahar and Layla, and she hopes that in Ballinacroagh, a land of “crazed sheep 
and dizzying roads,” they might finally find a home. 
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Rebellious Daughters Katsonis, Maria & Kofman, 
Lee 

In Rebellious Daughters, some of Australia’s most talented female writers share intimate and 
touching stories of rebellion and independence as they defy the expectations of parents and 
society to find their place in the world. 
Powerful, funny and poignant, these stories explore everything from getting caught in seedy 
nightclubs to lifelong family conflicts and marrying too young 

 Red Tent, The Diamant, Anita Her name is Dinah. In the Bible, her life is only hinted at in a brief and violent detour within 
the more familiar chapters of the Book of Genesis that are about her father, Jacob, and his 
dozen sons. Told in Dinah's voice, this novel reveals the traditions and turmoils of ancient 
womanhood--the world of the red tent 

Reluctant Fundamentalist, 
The 

Hamid, Mohsin Changez is living an immigrant’s dream of America. At the top of his class at Princeton, he is 
snapped up by the elite "valuation" firm of Underwood Samson. But in the wake of 
September 11, Changez finds his position in his adopted city suddenly overturned, and his 
budding relationship with Erica eclipsed by the reawakened ghosts of her past. 

Rifling Paradise Poster, Jem A gripping thriller set in the wilds of nineteenth-century Australia by the critically acclaimed 

author of Courting Shadows. When past indiscretions catch up with Charles Redbourne, a 

minor English landowner, he is propelled from England to Australia, where he plans to make 

his mark as a naturalist. There, his life begins to change dramatically, not least when he 

meets his host's wayward, artistic daughter. But it is on an expedition in search of scientific 

specimens in the Blue Mountains that events take a terrifying turn 
 

Road Home, The Tremain, Rose Lev is on his way to Britain to seek work, so that he can send money back to eastern Europe 
to support his mother and little daughter. He struggles with the mysterious rituals of 
'Englishness', and the fashions and fads of the London scene. We see the road Lev travels 
through his eyes, and we share his dilemmas 

Room at the Top, A Ducker, Heath Heath is still just 28 and he is truly a remarkable young man.He is now a solicitor at Gadens, 
has walked the Kokoda Track four times. Heath Ducker grew up on the wrong side of the 
tracks. He couldn't even see the tracks from where he lived, in dilapidated government 
housing, with shattered windows and holes in the floor that let the weeds climb through. He 
lived with his emotionally fragile, single mother and nine siblings, conceived with half a dozen 
different fathers, none of whom ever moved in. 
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Rosie Effect, The Simsion, Graeme Don Tillman and Rosie Jarman are back. If you were swept away by Graeme Simsion’s 
international smash hit The Rosie Project, you will love The Rosie Effect. 
The Wife Project is complete, and Don and Rosie are happily married and living in New York. 
But they’re about to face a new challenge. 
 

Rosie Project, The Simsion, Graeme Don Tillman, professor of genetics, has never been on a second date. He is a man who can 
count all his friends on the fingers of one hand, whose lifelong difficulty with social rituals has 
convinced him that he is simply not wired for romance. So when an acquaintance informs 
him that he would make a “wonderful” husband, his first reaction is shock. Yet he must 
concede to the statistical probability that there is someone for everyone, and he embarks 
upon The Wife Project 

Rules of Backyard Cricket, 
The 

Serong, Jock It starts in a suburban backyard with Darren Keefe and his older brother, sons of a fierce and 
gutsy single mother. The endless glow of summer, the bottomless fury of contest. All the love 
and hatred in two small bodies poured into the rules of a made-up game. 
Darren has two big talents: cricket and trouble. No surprise that he becomes an Australian 
sporting star of the bad-boy variety—one of those men who’s always got away with things 
and just keeps getting. Until the day we meet him, middle aged, in the boot of a car. Gagged, 
cable-tied, a bullet in his knee. Everything pointing towards a shallow grave 
 

Sapphire Skies Alexander, Belinda A love bigger than a war. A beautiful woman lost. A mystery unsolved … until now. 
2000: The wreckage of a downed WWII fighter plane is discovered in the forests near Russia’s 
Ukrainian border. The aircraft belonged to Natalya Azarova, ace pilot and pin-up girl for 
Soviet propaganda, but the question of her fate remains unanswered. 

Secret Life of Bees, The  Monk Kidd, Sue Set in South Carolina in 1964, The Secret Life of Bees tells the story of Lily Owens, whose life 
has been shaped around the blurred memory of the afternoon her mother was killed. When 
Lily's fierce-hearted black "stand-in mother," Rosaleen, insults three of the deepest racists in 
town, Lily decides to spring them both free 

Secret Son, The Ackland, Jenny An Australian historian determined to find the truth, a stolen inheritance, a wishing tree, a 
long-lost grandmother, and an unlikely sweetheart come together in a dazzlingly original, 
audacious and exhilarating novel about love, honour and belonging. 



Book Club Summaries (Compiled April 2017) 

Shadow of the Wind, The Ruiz Zafon, Carlos Barcelona, 1945: A city slowly heals in the aftermath of the Spanish Civil War, and Daniel, an 
antiquarian book dealer’s son who mourns the loss of his mother, finds solace in a 
mysterious book entitled The Shadow of the Wind, by one Julián Carax. But when he sets out 
to find the author’s other works, he makes a shocking discovery: someone has been 
systematically destroying every copy of every book Carax has written. In fact, Daniel may 
have the last of Carax’s books in existence. 

Sisters of Spicefield Cusworth, Fran Assisted by IVF, Jessica and Matt have four beautiful children, and they donate a leftover 
embryo to a childless couple. 
Seven years later, grief stricken after the death of their youngest child, their marriage is 
breaking down. Then a new girl starts at the children's school, and Jessica realises this child, 
Mia, is her biological offspring. 

Slap, The  Tsiolkas, Christos At a suburban barbecue, a man slaps a child who is not his own. 
This event has a shocking ricochet effect on a group of people, mostly friends, who are 
directly or indirectly influenced by the slap. 
In this remarkable novel, Christos Tsiolkas turns his unflinching and all-seeing eye onto that 
which connects us all: the modern family and domestic life in the twenty-first century. 

Sold Gullifer, Brendan Sold takes a fly-on-the-wall look at Melbourne’s property industry. Set in the leafy, 
prosperous inner suburbs, it follows the fortunes and misfortunes of three agents as they 
jostle, thrive and try to survive. 
 

Spare Room, The  Garner, Helen How much of ourselves must we give up to help a friend in need? Helen has little idea what 
lies ahead—and what strength she must muster—when she offers her spare room to an old 
friend, Nicola, who has arrived in the city for cancer treatment. Skeptical of the medical 
establishment, and placing all her faith in an alternative health center, Nicola is determined 
to find her own way to deal with her illness, regardless of the advice Helen offers. 

Speechless Button, James James Button grew up immersed in the Australian Labor Party as the son of the street-
fighting Senator John Button, an environment that encouraged him to become a political 
journalist and then a speechwriter for former Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd. His 
firsthand experiences are collected in this highly personal account of the rough and tumble 
world of modern politics and the growing disenchantment with Australia’s Labor Party. 
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Spincycle Weldon, John Breaking up is easy. Anyone can do it. It’s what happens next that’s hard, as thirty-something 
slacker, Bill Mason, finds out after he quits both his job and his girlfriend, Georgie, in one 
impulsive afternoon. As the consequences of his actions catch up with him Bill finds himself 
caught between manhood and mousedom. 

St Kilda Blues McGeachin, Geoffrey A serial killer's work goes unnoticed until Detective Berlin is on the case in this third spine-
tingling Charlie Berlin novel. 
It's 1967, the summer of love, and in swinging Melbourne Detective Sergeant Charlie Berlin 
has been hauled out of exile in the Fraud Squad to investigate the disappearance of a 
teenage girl, 

Suite Francaise Nemirovsky, Irene Beginning in Paris on the eve of the Nazi occupation in 1940. Suite Française tells the 
remarkable story of men and women thrown together in circumstances beyond their control. 
As Parisians flee the city, human folly surfaces in every imaginable way. 

Swan Book, The Wright, Alexis The Swan Book is set in the future, with Aboriginals still living under the Intervention in the 
north, in an environment fundamentally altered by climate change. It follows the life of a 
mute young woman called Oblivia, the victim of gang-rape by petrol-sniffing youths, from the 
displaced community where she lives in a hulk, in a swamp filled with rusting boats, and 
thousands of black swans, to her marriage to Warren Finch, the first Aboriginal president of 
Australia, and her elevation to the position of First Lady. 

That Deadman Dance Scott, Kim Big-hearted, moving and richly rewarding, That Deadman Dance is set in the first decades of 
the 19th century in the area around what is now Albany, Western Australia. In playful, 
musical prose, the book explores the early contact between the Aboriginal Noongar people 
and the first European settlers. 
 

Thousand Splendid Suns, A Hosseini, Khaled Born a generation apart and with very different ideas about love and family, Mariam and 
Laila are two women brought jarringly together by war, by loss and by fate. As they endure 
the ever escalating dangers around them—in their home as well as in the streets of Kabul—
they come to form a bond that makes them both sisters and mother-daughter to each other. 

Tree Place Sherborne, Craig Shane, Moira and Midge, along with young Zara and Rory, are ‘trants’—itinerants roaming 
the plains north-west of Melbourne in search of disused houses to sleep in, or to strip of 
heritage fittings when funds are low. When they find their Tree Palace outside Barleyville, 
things are looking up. At last, a place in which to settle down. 
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True North Niall, Brenda Elizabeth and Mary Durack's (Kings In Grass Castles) closely intertwined creative lives were 
shaped by the pioneering past of their father and grandfather, who set up four vast cattle 
stations in north Queensland. 
Brenda Niall was given unprecedented access to private family letters, unpublished memoirs, 
diaries and family papers to write True North – a biography of the two sisters and a uniquely 
Australian story. 

Tumbledown Manor Brown, Helen Life's going down the gurgler for romance writer Lisa Trumperton. The deadline for her next 
novel is looming, her daughter won't eat but has a new tattoo each week, and now her Wall 
Street trader husband has run off with a woman at work. 
Lisa makes a quick escape, home to Australia, where at least her girl-magnet son seems to be 
making hay .Richly observed and laugh-out-loud funny, Tumbledown Manor is for anyone 
who believes it's never too late for a makeover. 
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Unbroken Line, The  Hammond, Alex The violence of the past casts a long shadow – a dark legacy with lethal consequences. 
When defence lawyer Will Harris is attacked by masked men with a clear message to back 
off, he has no choice but to listen. If only he knew what they were talking about. 

Unnecessary Woman, An Alameddine, Rabin One of Beirut’s most celebrated voices, Rabih Alameddine follows his international bestseller, 
The Hakawati, with a heartrending novel that celebrates the singular life of an obsessive 
introvert, revealing Beirut’s beauties and horrors along the way. 

Unpolished Gem Pung, Alice After Alice Pung’s family fled to Australia from the killing fields of Cambodia, her father chose 
Alice as her name because he thought their new country was a Wonderland. In this lyrical, 
bittersweet debut memoir & already an award- winning bestseller when it was published in 
Australia & Alice grows up straddling two worlds, East and West, her insular family and the 
Australia outside. 

Warning: The Story of 
Cyclone Tracy 

Cunningham, Sophie When Cyclone Tracy swept down on Darwin at Christmas 1974, the weather became not just 
a living thing but a killer. Tracy destroyed an entire city, left seventy-one people dead and 
ripped the heart out of Australia’s season of goodwill. 

Washerwoman’s Dream, The  Lindsay, Hilarie This the epic true story of the life of a woman of indomitable spirit set in 19th century 
outback Australia. Winifred Steger traveled to Australia with her father in the 1880s when he 
took up a land grant, which turned out to be worthless, in north Queensland. 

Water for Elephants Gruen, Sara Orphaned, penniless, Jacob Jankowski jumps a freight train in the dark, and in that instant, 
transforms his future. 
By morning, he's landed a job with the Flying Squadron of the Benzini Brothers Most 
Spectacular Show on Earth. By nightfall, he's in love. 
 

Wayfaring Stranger Burke, James Lee A sprawling thriller drenched with atmosphere and intrigue that takes a young boy from a 
chance encounter with Bonnie and Clyde to the trenches of World War II and the oil fields 
along the Texas-Louisiana coast. 
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We need to talk about Kevin Shriver, Lionel Eva never really wanted to be a mother - and certainly not the mother of the unlovable boy 
who murdered seven of his fellow high school students, a cafeteria worker, and a much-
adored teacher who tried to befriend him, all two days before his sixteenth birthday. Now, 
two years later, it is time for her to come to terms with marriage, career, family, parenthood, 
and Kevin's horrific rampage in a series of startlingly direct correspondences with her 
estranged husband, Franklin 

What Came Before George, Anna When jaded lawyer David meets Elle, he decides she’s his last chance of happiness and does 
everything he can to woo her and keep her. Everything, that is, except face his demons. 
Elle, a lawyer herself once but now a blossoming filmmaker, is done with heartbreak. But 
romance can be intoxicating and David is determined. 

Where’d You Go, 
Bernadette? 

Semple, Maria Bernadette Fox is notorious. To her Microsoft-guru husband, she's a fearlessly opinionated 
partner; to fellow private-school mothers in Seattle, she's a disgrace; to design mavens, she's 
a revolutionary architect, and to 15-year-old Bee, she is a best friend and, simply, Mom. 
Then Bernadette disappears. 

White Tiger, The  Adiga, Aravind The white tiger of this novel is Balram Halwai, a poor Indian villager whose great ambition 
leads him to the zenith of Indian business culture, the world of the Bangalore entrepreneur. 
On the occasion of the president of China’s impending trip to Bangalore, Balram writes a 
letter to him describing his transformation and his experience as driver and servant to a 
wealthy Indian family, which he thinks exemplifies the contradictions and complications of 
Indian society 

Wolf Hall Mantel, Hilary England in the 1520s is a heartbeat from disaster. If the king dies without a male heir, the 
country could be destroyed by civil war. Henry VIII wants to annul his marriage of twenty 
years and marry Anne Boleyn. The pope and most of Europe opposes him. Into this impasse 
steps Thomas Cromwell: a wholly original man, a charmer and a bully, both idealist and 
opportunist. 

Word of Honour DeMille, Nelson He is a good man, a brilliant corporate executive, an honest, handsome family man admired 
by men and desired by women. But a lifetime ago Ben Tyson was a lieutenant in Vietnam. 
There the men under his command committed a murderous atrocity -- and together swore 
never to tell the world what they had done 

World of other People, A Carroll, Steven Set in 1941 during the Blitz, A World of Other People traces the love affair of Jim, an 
Australian pilot in Bomber Command, and Iris, a forthright Englishwoman finding her voice as 
a writer. The young couple, haunted by secrets and malign coincidence, struggles to build a 
future free of society′s thin-lipped disapproval 


