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Council officers are available to discuss the amendment in person at the Footscray Town Hall,
over the phone or via zoom. If you’d like to discuss the changes after hours over the phone or
via zoom I’d be happy to arrange a day and time.

 

 

 

 

Maribyrnong City Council, 61 Napier Street Footscray

PO Box 58, West Footscray VIC 3012

  

www.maribyrnong.vic.gov.au

 

 

Due to social distancing and density requirements, Council is operating with reduced staff onsite at the
Footscray Town Hall. While Council’s Customer Service Desk is open to the public, meetings will generally
be conducted online until further notice. Should you wish to meet; please email/call to arrange an
appointment. Staff may not be working standard business hours. If I’m sending this message outside of
normal business hours it’s because it suits me. There is no expectation that you will respond outside your
working hours.

 

 

From:  
Sent: Thursday, 3 March 2022 12:00 AM
To: AmendmentC172 <AmendmentC172@maribyrnong.vic.gov.au>
Cc: 

Subject: New heritage protections in West Footscray - consultations



 

Good evening

 

I'm interested in the new heritage protections in West Footscray consultation underway. 

 

Will there be any town hall or other in person public forums to discuss the council's
proposal? 

 

This is an important issue and I would be interested in the opportunity to hear both
council and community views presented.

 

Regards

This email (and any attachments) is confidential and intended to be accessed only by the
person or entity to which it is addressed. No use, copying, disclosure or forwarding of
this message or any attachments is permitted without authorisation. If you are not the
intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately and delete or destroy all copies
of this message and any attachments. Any views or opinions presented are solely those
of the author and not that of Maribyrnong City Council. 

Maribyrnong City Council reserves the right to monitor all email communications
through its networks. 

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail
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Maribyrnong Planning Scheme Amendment C172 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 proposed precincts in West 
Footscray where Council is proposing to implement the West Footscray 
Inter-war and Post-war Heritage Precinct Study 2021 by making changes 
to the Maribyrnong Planning Scheme through a Planning Scheme 
Amendment (Amendment C172).  

 

It is understood the heritage overlay has been implemented over eight 
separate precincts within West Footscray impacting over 900 homes.   

 

It is understood this overlay has been applied in response to a community 
survey in 2018 in which a small number of residents requested more 
control to assist in maintaining character of West Footscray and prevent 
the construction of inappropriately scaled developments. 

 

We make this submission to Council outlining our concerns with this policy 
as are others in affected precincts and throughout West Footscray.  

 

It is understood Council has several tools that it can use to maintain the 
character of a suburb (including development overlays which are 
specifically designed to control the location and scale of construction 
projects), yet it has chosen to implement a heritage overlay.  

 

This heritage overlay poses consequences such as rejection of positive 
changes and modifications to homes, expensive repair costs imposed on 
home owners, detrimental environmental impacts of maintaining energy 
inefficient buildings. Financial and emotional burden on home owners who 
have had the heritage overlay imposed without notice or adequate 
consultation. 

 

Council confirmed the 2018 survey contained just 85 responses and only 
19 residents attended the related public information sessions. Of these 
responses over 80% supported the neighbourhood plan WITHOUT any 
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new heritage overlays and of the 12 built form comment identified by 
Council just 1 mentioned a need for heritage controls.  

 

Common upgrades to existing homes such as replacing fences, enclosing 
a carport with a garage door or building a veranda over the front door will 
virtually become impossible under this new overlay.  
rotting wood which eventually needs to be replaced yet this overlay 
prevents such changes from the front. Changes which make front yards 
more useable are essentially banned under this overlay and given front 
yards are a key piece of social infrastructure where we interact with  

the inability to improve them will be a major negative 
outcome for our community.  

 

 . In particular 
rotting wood, leaking tile roofs, shallow foundations and crumbling 
disused chimneys are becoming more common throughout the suburb. 
Some of the key fixes that will improve the longevity of these homes, for 
example replacing tiles with lighter Colourbond are banned under this new 
overlay, forcing homeowners including us into much more expensive 
structural repairs.  these repairs will 
be too expensive delaying these vital repairs and may potentially 
exacerbate future costs.  

 

It is vital that housing is flexible and meets the evolving needs  
 Unfortunately, this heritage overlay may have the opposite 

effect making extensions in smaller homes more expensive and time 
consuming and generally acting as a disincentive for change. Smaller 
homes listed in the heritage overlay are unsuitable for the needs of 
growing families, particularly with the recent working from home 
requirements.  

  

The overlay may also in many instances prevent new solar panels visible 
from the street from being installed significantly impacting the ability of 
West Footscray residents to harness sustainable forms of energy. As 
mentioned, many of the houses  are aging poorly and are 
not close to meeting modern day building standards. Upgrading these 
homes to meet current best practice for energy efficiency can be difficult 
enough without the additional restrictions on the heritage overlay. For 
many homeowners the dream of an energy efficient home may become 



financially unviable with additional restrictions of the heritage overlay in 
place.  

 

This policy impacts everyone differently. For some the costs of change are 
non-existent but for others  financial and emotional costs 
are life changing. Homeowners with plans for a dream home over a 
number of years will now have proposals rejected and crushed by the 
heritage overlay. Local residents who have recently purchased with the 
intention of extending or rejuvenating being forced to abandon these 
plans, unable to afford the cost that the additional restrictions invoke, 
losing their stamp duty and sometimes significant property value in the 
process,  

 

The implementation of this policy without notice or adequate consultation 
has unjust and unfair consequences  

  

 

Thank you for your consideration.  
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