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1. COMMENCEMENT OF MEETING AND WELCOME 

The meeting commenced at 6.31pm. 

The Chair, Cr Michael Clarke made the following acknowledgement statement: 

We acknowledge that we are on traditional lands of the Kulin Nation. We 
offer our respect to the Elders of these traditional lands, and through them to 
all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples past and present". 

PRESENT 

Councillor Michael Clarke (Chair) 
Councillor Sarah Carter (via audio and visual connection) 
Councillor Simon Crawford (via audio and visual connection) 
Councillor Jorge Jorquera (via audio and visual connection) 
Councillor Cuc Lam (via audio and visual connection) 
Councillor Bernadette Thomas (via audio and visual connection) 
Councillor Anthony Tran (via audio and visual connection) 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Acting Chief Executive Officer, Celia Haddock 
Director Community Services, Clem Gillings (via audio and visual connection) 
Acting Director Corporate Services, Lisa King 
Acting Director Infrastructure Services, Craig Medcalf (via audio and visual 
connection) 
Acting Manager Governance and Commercial Services, Danny Bilaver 

2. APOLOGIES 

Nil. 

3. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Nil. 

4. DISCLOSURES OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

Nil. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

A motion was moved by Cr Cuc Lam, seconded by Cr Bernadette Thomas, that 
Council suspend standing orders. 

CARRIED 
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The Chair, Mayor Cr Michael Clarke, acknowledged and thanked the Maribyrnong 
members of the Inner West Air Quality Steering Group. 

The Chair, Mayor Cr Michael Clarke, and Councillor Lam acknowledged the 100 
years birthday of Tran and his service to the community. 

RESUMPTION OF STANDING ORDERS 

A motion was moved by Cr Sarah Carter, seconded by Cr Anthony Tran, that 
Council resume standing orders. 

CARRIED 

5. 	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Question 

Eddie Merrifield, asked the following questions: 

1. Can you please advise on the process and status of the new CEO? Can you 
tell us where the status of the advertisement for CEO and respondents? 

2. Status of the Director Infrastructure replacement? What is the current 
position, how long will it take and will the Vacancy be advertised internally 
before appointing an Acting Director? 

I 	Can you provide the community with the achievements made by the previous 
Director of Infrastructure with respect to meeting the Council Plan? 

Response 
The Chair, Mayor Councillor Michael Clarke advised that the recruitment 
commenced with the position being advertised in The Age on Saturday 17 July. 
However, as this is a confidential process, no further comment at this stage. 

The Chair, Mayor Councillor Michael Clarke informed that as per the Local 
Government Act, the CEO is responsible for all staffing matters, including the 
appointment of staff. Once .a permanent CEO is appointed, he or she will 
commence any process necessary to ensure the effective and efficient 
management of the day to day operations of the Council. In the meantime, an 
Acting Director has been appointed. 

The Chair, Mayor Councillor Michael Clarke advised that an update on the Council 
Plan will be presented to Council next month. 

Question 
Jo Read, asked the following questions: 

We note there is to be LGBTIQA+ consumer advisory group and are interested to 
know the process of how this will be formed. It is our belief that it must be an open 
process with a public call for Expressions of Interest open to any LGBTIQA+ folk 
with the interest and capacity to contribute. 
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Can you please advise: 

1. The process by which the group will be formed 
2. Tirrieframe - we hold the view that this must happen sooner rather later — we 

note that this group is due to be formed by December 2021 
3. Is there a commitment to ensure that the group is fully representative of the 

diversity of LGBTIQA+ communities and represent the full spectrum of 
Maribyrnong residents and ratepayers. 

Response 
The Chair, Mayor Councillor Michael Clarke advised that the group will fully 
represent the diversity of the LGBTIQA+ communities and that the process will call 
for a public expression of interest which will be advertised through social media, 
Council's website and through the local press. Cr Clarke further advised that the 
group will be formed before December, subject to COVID-19, and Council would 
like it be as open and inclusive possible. 

The Acting Chief Executive Officer, Celia Haddock, noted that the development of 
a strategy will commence with a discussion paper that will be put out to the 
community for consultation and comment during November with Council's 
engagement policy guiding the approach to this consultation. Ms Haddock further 
noted that broad engagement will provide the opportunity for community input and 
for the formation of advisory, network or interest group to inform the process. MS 
Haddock advised that participation will be open to all who are interested. 

Question 
Arthur Bregiannis, asked the following questions: 

1. 	In your unconfirmed minutes for the meeting of Council meeting of 20 July 
2021, a question was asked by myself regarding the refusal of council to take 
a up a provision in the Local government act to waive rates instead of just 
deferring them. Part of the question made a point on a finding in the 
ombudsman's report on Councils handling of Hardship Waivers that made an 
observation that Banks and Utility companies demonstrated more 
compassion than Victorian Council Hardship Practices. 

During the chair's answer, he remarked the following; "I must say, and I will 
take a moment here councillors, of the proposition that banks and utilities 
demonstrating compassion, that's almost an oxymoron to some of us" 

Now this is not in the minutes, but is in the visual recording of the meeting. I 
find the above comment potentially disrespectful to not only a constituent 
seeking discourse, but also the ombudsman that has investigated this 
growing concerning issue among the community. 

The report is available on the Ombudsman's website and among the key 
findings was: 'Council hardship practices compare poorly with sectors such 
as banks, energy and water'. The above finding was also mentioned in 
paragraphs 133, 307, 325, 333, and 171 which stated that "utility companies 
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and banks are willing to waive customer debts, but not councils." This is not 
oxymoronic. It is unfortunately a reality. Among the recommendations in the 
ombudsman's report are; 
• Capping councils' ability to charge high penalty interest (Currently at 

10% and 4 times the lending rate) 
• A stronger oversight of debt collectors 
• New laws requiring councils to publish hardship information making it 

easier for ratepayers to know their rights 
• Issuing standards for rates hardship relief, including where rates debts 

are associated with family violence 
Legal action to be the last resort 

Will Maribyrnong Council adopt any of these recommendations that it has not 
already? 

2. In light of the work restrictions due to the lockdowns, and the millions of dollars 
that you are going to spend on the council office refurbishments, how does the 
cost of this compare to, a waiver of rates of say, one and a half instalments 
where each instalment is 1 quarter of the average rates of $2283 for 
Maribyrnong, for those that applied for Financial hardship in 2020? 

3. In the above question, if the reduction of council revenue will be a small 
percentage of about 1 to 2%, and keeping in mind that someone who has lost 
their job, and gone on jobseeker, may have had a reduction of around 40% in 
their income. How does this compare to the % reduction in household incomes 
that have been reduced by the devastating effects of the lockdowns? 

Response 

The Chair, Mayor Councillor Michael Clarke advised that Council would have 
vision of adopting all recommendations possible and practicable. 

The Acting Chief Executive Celia Haddock noted that Council has received 
positive feedback from the office of the Ombudsman in relation to its COVID-19 
Hardship Policy and its inclusive nature. 

Cr Clarke requested Mr Bregiannis to provide clarification regarding his second 
question and to resubmit to next month's Council meeting. 

Ms Haddock advised that Council does not have the comparative data on the 
scenario provided in the questions but Council officers would be happy to follow 
up with Mr Bregiannis. 
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6. 	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

The purpose of this report was to present for confirmation, the minutes of the 
Ordinary Council Meeting held on 20 July 2021. 

Council Resolution 

That Council confirms the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 20 July 
2021. 

Moved: 	 Cr Simon Crawford 
Seconded: 
	Cr Cuc Lam 

CARRIED 

7. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

7.1. Noting of the Confirmed Minutes of Delegated Committees 

The purpose of this report was to present for noting the confirmed minutes of the 
Council's Delegated Committees established under section 63 and 64 of the 
Local Government Act 2020. 

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the confirmed minutes of the Enterprise Maribyrnong 
Delegated Committee held on 4 May 2021 and the City Development Delegated 
Committee held on 25 May 2021. 

Moved: 	 Cr Bernadette Thomas 
Seconded: 	Cr Sarah Carter 

CARRIED 

8. PETITIONS 

8.1. Petition: Emma Street, Seddon 

The purpose of this report was to table a petition received in relation to a request 
that the residents of Emma Street, requesting community consultation in regards 
to required street works in order to make the street safe and pleasant for 
residents and visitors alike. 
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Council Resolution 

That Council: 
1. Receives and notes the petition requesting street works in Emma Street, 

Seddon. 
2. Requests the Chief Executive Officer to consider the petition and determine 

the appropriate response. 

Moved: 	 Cr Simon Crawford 
Seconded: 	Cr Jorge Jorquera 

CARRIED 

8.2. Petition: Tree Planting in Simpson Street 

The purpose of this report was to table a petition received in relation to a request 
that Callistemon Specimens be planted on the Southern side of Simpson Street. 

Council Resolution 

That Council: 
1. Receives and notes the petition requesting tree planting in Simpson Street, 

Yarraville. 
2. Requests the Chief Executive Officer to consider the petition and determine 

the appropriate response. 

Moved: 	 Cr Simon Crawford 
Seconded: 	Cr Cuc Lam 

CARRIED 

9. 	OFFICER REPORTS 

9.1. Maribyrnong Extended Outdoor Dining Review 

The purpose of this report was to update the City Development Delegated 
Committee regarding the key issues and outcomes of the business and 
community engagement process and seek endorsement of the future steps 
regarding Council's extended outdoor dining program. 

Council Resolution 

That Council: 
1. Extend the tenure of the temporary outdoor dining program until 30 April 

2022. 
2. Utilise the additional State government grant of $250,000 to expand the 

outdoor dining program within Footscray and West Footscray and for 
maintenance and relocation of existing infrastructure until 30 April 2022. 

3. Note that a future report will be provided to Council in early 2022 regarding: 
a. 	Development of permanent Outdoor Dining guidelines (including permit 
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and fee structures) which would facilitate construction and installation of 
Parklets subject to Council approval. 

b. A plan for removal and/or repurposing of temporary park/at infrastructure 
beyond April 2022. 

c. Investigation of a permanent closure of Ballarat Street between 
Canterbury and Anderson Streets in Yarraville; facilitating its use as 
outdoor dining and public open space. 

d. Investigation of permanent greening opportunities in Byron Street Plaza, 
Footscray to support outdoor dining. 

Moved: 	 Cr Sarah Carter 
Seconded: 
	Cr Bernadette Thomas 

CARRIED 

9.2. Financial Plan 2021.2022 to 2030-2031 

The purpose of this report was to present Council with the Draft Financial Plan in 
accordance with Section 91 of the Local Government Act 2020 (the Act). 

Council Resolution 

That Council endorse the Draft Financial Plan for community engagement. 

Moved: 	 Cr Anthony Tran 
Seconded: 
	Cr Cuc Lam 

CARRIED 

9.3. Single-use Plastic Policy 2021 

The purpose of this report was to present the Single-use Plastic Policy 2021 to 
Council for endorsement. 

Council Resolution 
That Council: 
1. Endorse the Single-use Plastic Policy 2021 as Council's key policy to 

eliminate single-use plastic from Council owned buildings, sites and at 
Council funded or endorsed events, or in the course of operation of Council 
business. 

2. Note the policy exemptions in line with medical, emergency and special 
needs requirements. 

3. Note the proposed transition periods to operational/se the Policy across 
Council which extends beyond the December 2021 deadline to minimise the 
financial impacts to organisations operating out of Council facilities. 

4. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to register Council as a balloon free 
organisation, in line with the Zoos Victoria 'Bubbles not Balloons' pledge. 

5. Receive annual reports on the progress made to eliminate single-use plastic 
in line with the Policy, commencing in April 2022 to align with updates on 
Council's current Towards Zero Waste Strategy. 
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Moved: 
	

Cr Anthony Tran 
Seconded: 	Cr Sarah Carter 

CARRIED 
9.4. Draft Council Gambling Policy 2021-2025 

The purpose of this report was to brief Council on the Draft Gambling Policy 
2021-2025. 

Council Resolution 

That Council defers the Draft Gambling Policy 2021-2025 to the next available 
Council meeting before releasing it for public consultation. 

Moved: 
	

Cr Bernadette Thomas 
Seconded: 	Cr Jorge Jorquera 

CARRIED 

9.5. Community Grants Redesign Project 

The purpose of this report was to present the findings of the community grants 
redesign project and recommend options for implementation of a redesigned 
community development granting program. 

Council Resolution 

That Council endorse Option 2 and commence the phased implementation of a 
redesigned community grant program, commencing Phase 1 in September 2021 
and concluding Phase 3 in 2025. 

Moved: 
	

Cr Cuc Lam 
Seconded: 	Cr Sarah Carter 

CARRIED 

9.6. Festival City Grants Program 2021/22 Funding Recommendations 

The purpose of this report was to seek Council endorsement of the 2021/22 
Festival City Grants Program Funding Recommendations 

Council Resolution 

That Council: 
1. 	Endorse the recommendations of Maribymong City Council's Festivals and 

Visitation Advisory Panel for the 2021/22 Festival City Grants Program as 
follows: 
a) East Meets West Lunar New Year Festival 2022 
b) Festival of Lights — Diwali 
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c) Floral Festival 2021 Bathukamma 
d) HRAFF Westside 
e) Melbourne Pasifika Festival 
f) NEIGHBOURHOOD: Feast 
g) Quang Minh Tet Festival 
h) Seddon Christmas Fair 
i) Setting Sun Film Festival 
j) Stargazed Festival 
k) Stony Creek Music Festival 
I) 	Two Steps Presents 
m) 	Yarraville Festival 2022 

2. Note the recommendation of Maribyrnong City Council's Festivals and 
Visitation Advisory Panel that $54,449 be allocated for Council to support 
funded festivals with associated risk, waste and environmental management 
services. 

3. Note that all applicants will be advised in writing of the outcome of their 
application on 18 August 2021. 

4. Note that the Festival City Policy review has commenced. 

Moved: 	 Cr Bernadette Thomas 
Seconded: 	Cr Cuc Lam 

CARRIED 

9.7. Proposed Lease of the Footscray Integrated Early Learning Centre 
(IELC) at 10A Hyde Street, Footscray 

The purpose of this report was to seek Council's approval to commence the 
statutory procedures under the Local Government Act 2020 (Act) for the 
proposed lease of the Footscray Integrated Early Learning Centre (IELC), (name 
to be confirmed) 10A Hyde St, Footscray to Sparkways Early Learning (TRY 
Australia Children's Services) 

Council Resolution 

That Council: 
1. 	Acting under section 115 of the Local Government Act 2020 (Act): 

a. Resolves that the required statutory procedures be commenced to 
consider entering into the lease. 

b. Directs that the community engagement process in accordance with 
Council's Community Engagement Policy required pursuant to section 
115 of the Act involve a public notice of the proposed lease be given in a 
local newspaper, on Council's website and sent to surrounding 
properties. 

c. Resolves that the public notice to be given pursuant to section 115 of the 
Act should state the following proposed lease terms: 
i. Tenant: Try Australia Children's Services (trading as Sparkways 

Early Learning) 
ii. Premises: Footscray 1ELC, 10A Hyde St, Footscray 3011 
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iii. Term: 5 years. 
iv. Rental: $150,000 plus GST per annum. 
v. Rental Increases: 3% increase per annum. 
vi. Permitted Use: Three (3) and Four (4) year old Kindergarten, long 

day care and any other early years' service or community activities 
approved in writing by Council. 

d. Authorises the Chief Executive Officer or their delegate to undertake the 
administrative procedures necessary to enable Council to carry out its 
functions required under section 115 of the Act in relation to this matter. 

e. Resolves that the public notice is to allow submissions for a minimum 
period of 28 days and provide the option for any submitters to request as 
part of their written submission to be heard by a committee consisting of 
the whole of Council on Tuesday 5 of October, 2021 at 6:30pm, if 
required. 

2. 	Notes that once all submissions forming part of the community engagement 
process pursuant to section 115 of the Act have been considered, a further 
report will be presented to Council to decide whether or not to enter into the 
proposed lease. 

Moved: 	 Cr Sarah Carter 
Seconded: 	Cr Simon Crawford 

CARRIED 

9.8. Proposed Discontinuance and Sale of Road Abutting 18 and 20 
Stewart and 69 Hamilton Streets, Yarraville 

The purpose of this report was to seek Council's approval to commence the 
statutory procedures under the Local Government Act 1989 (Vic) (Act) to 
consider discontinuing and selling the road abutting 18 and 20 Stewart and 69 
Hamilton Streets, Yarraville (Road). 

Council Resolution 

That Council: 
1. 	Acting under clause 3 of Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 1989 (Vic) 

(Act): 
a. Resolves that the required statutory procedures be commenced to 

consider discontinuing part of the road contained in certificate of title 
volume 11693 folio 847, shown outlined in blue in Attachment 1 (Road); 

b. Directs that public notice of the proposed discontinuance of the Road be 
given in a local newspaper in accordance with section 207A and 223 of 
the Act and on Council's website; 

c. Resolves that the public notice required to be given under sections 207 
and 223 of the Act should state that if the Road is to be discontinued, 
Council is proposing to sell the Road to the owners of 18 Stewart Street, 
Yarraville for no less than $30,000 plus GST; 

d. Authorises the Chief Executive Officer or their delegate to undertake the 
administrative procedures necessary to enable Council to carry out its 
functions under section 223 of the Act in relation to this matter; 
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e. 	Resolves that any submissions received pursuant to section 223 of the 
Act be heard by a committee consisting of the whole of Council on 
Tuesday 5 of October, 2021 at 6:30pm, if required. 

2. 	Notes that once all section 223 submissions have been considered, a further 
report will be presented to Council: 
a. Providing a summary of any submissions received pursuant to section 

223 of the Act; 
b. Providing an Officer Recommendation as to whether or not Council 

should proceed with the proposed discontinuance and sale. 

Moved: 	 Cr Bernadette Thomas 
Seconded: 
	Cr Anthony Tran 

CARRIED 

9.9. Governance Report - July 2021 

The purpose of this report was to receive and note the record of informal 
meetings of Councillors and Councillor delegates' for the period July 2021 as well 
as other statutory compliance and governance matters as they arise. 

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the Governance Report containing the record of informal 
meetings of Councillors and Councillor Delegates' Reports for July 2021 which 
will be made available on Council's web site for the term of the current Council. 

Moved: 	 Cr Cuc Lam 
Seconded: 
	Cr Anthony Tran 

CARRIED 

10. NOTICES OF MOTION 

Nil. 

11. COUNCILLOR QUESTION TIME 

Question 
Councillor Sarah Carter asked whether Council hosted citizenship ceremony are 
currently ongoing or paused? 

Response 
The Chair, Mayor Councillor Michael Clarke advised that there are four citizenship 
ceremonies being conducted a week and with approximately 80 people a week 
participating. Cr Clarke further stated that he is looking forward to increasing the 
number of ceremonies being conducted. 
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12. URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil. 

13. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Nil. 

14. MEETING CLOSURE 

The Chair, Cr Michael Clarke, declared the meeting closed at 8.01pm. 

/7  
To be confirmed at the Ordinary Council Meeting 

to be held on 14 September, 2021. 

Chair, Cr Michael Clarke 
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