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1. COMMENCEMENT OF MEETING AND WELCOME 

The meeting commenced at 6.30pm. 

The Chair, Cr Michael Clarke made the following acknowledgement statement: 

"We acknowledge that we are on traditional lands of the Ku/in Nation. We 
offer our respect to the Elders of these traditional lands, and through them to 
all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples past and present". 

PRESENT 

Councillor Michael Clarke (Chair) 
Councillor Sarah Carter 
Councillor Simon Crawford 
Councillor Jorge Jorquera (via audio and visual connection) 
Councillor Cuc Lam 
Councillor Bernadette Thomas 
Councillor Anthony Tran (via audio and visual connection) 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Chief Executive Officer, Stephen Wall (via audio and visual connection) 
Director Community Services, Clem Gillings (via audio and visual connection) 
Director Corporate Services, Celia Haddock 
Director Infrastructure Services, Steve Hamilton (via audio and visual connection) 
Manager Governance and Commercial Services, Lisa King 
Coordinator Governance, Danny Bilaver 
Governance Officer, Joyleen Mathias 

2. APOLOGIES 

Nil. 

3. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Nil. 

4. DISCLOSURES OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

Nil. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

A motion was moved by Cr Simon Crawford, seconded by Cr Cuc Lam, that 
Council suspend standing orders. 

CARRIED 
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The Chair, Mayor Cr Michael Clarke, acknowledged the passing of the former City 
of Maribyrnong Citizen of the Year, Mrs Enid Thomas, by paying respect to her 
achievements and service to community. 

RESUMPTION OF STANDING ORDERS 

A motion was moved by Cr Simon Crawford, seconded by Cr Cuc Lam, that 
Council resume standing orders. 

CARRIED 

5. 	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Question 

Angela Liberto asked the following questions: 

As you are aware, The Maribyrnong Swifts Football Club at Johnson Reserve West 
Footscray, have over many years, advocated for upgraded facilities, to support our 
all female football club in West Footscray. As a volunteer based community club, we 
pride ourselves on delivering the best community club football to women and girls of 
all ages in the West and we are one of the only all female clubs in Victoria, which I 
know the Maribyrnong City Council is very proud of. 

Over the last years, council has spent a great deal on our facilities, with light 
upgrades, surface repairs, goal storage, concrete and a heater, to make our 
facilities as functional as possible, which we very much appreciate and these things 
have made a big difference on our ability to run the club successfully. I know as a 
resident, the community has also benefited from these upgrades and it has made 
Johnson Reserve a much more usable and safe space. 

The council and the community also spent alot of time completing the Masterplan at 
Johnson Reserve, which was endorsed by Council last year. 

We made a budget submission to council to receive funds in the 2020/21 budget to 
complete the plans for Johnson Reserve, so we can continue our advocacy work 
and secure a grant to build the new Pavilion. This is critical for the future and 
success of the club, and as you already know the Pavilion is in dire need of a re-
build to make it a safe and functional building 

On the 9th September 2020, the Swifts received a letter by Ms. Celia Haddock. It 
stated: 

"With regards to your budget submission about the redevelopment of the 
pavilion at Johnson Reserve in West Footscray, I am pleased to advise that 
$50,000 has been allocated within Council's 2020-21 budget to undertake 
conceptual design, renders, and quantity surveying for a new pavilion at 
Johnson Reserve. This level of planning will be sufficient information for a 
State Government grant application." 
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We are yet to receive any updates on whether these plans are in process. 

Is the council able to specify when the $50,000 from the 20/21 budget will be 
spent on the plans for the Johnson Reserve Pavilion? Is there a timeline on 
when this must be spent? 

2. Are the plans already in process? If not, why? If yes, will the council notify the 
Swifts when the plans will be ready? 

Response 

The Chief Executive Officer, Mr Stephen Wall explained an architect has been engaged 
to progress conceptual designs of a new pavilion at Johnson Reserve and that this 
project is in the initiation phase and the Maribymong Swifts will be consulted to inform 
the design process. Mr Wall further noted that it is expected the designs will be 
completed by the end of 2021, in time to submit a grant application through Sport and 
Recreation Victoria, should Council approve the grant application as part of its 
2022/2023 budget deliberations. 

Question 

Sally Thompson, asked the following questions: 

1. The apartments at 69 - 79 Buckly St Seddon are close to transport and services. 
Their use as affordable and social housing by the not for profit housing provider, 
Unison Housing was recommended by Council Officers, is supported by the State 
Housing Minister Richard Wynn and by our local federal member, Tim Watts. It is 
supported by 119 residents who have signed a petition tabled with Council. There 
are significant grounds to appeal Council's decision to VCAT. How much 
ratepayers money is the Council willing to spend defending their misguided 
decision to block this popular proposal? 

2. Labor minister and member for Williamstown Melissa Home, local party members 
and advocacy group Labor for Housing recently sent an email to supporters 
quoting Victorian government data from March which reveals that Melbourne's 
inner west has the highest number of people waiting for social housing in the state, 
with 5036 applications. It said of 2015 dwellings in Seddon, only 70 were social 
housing or under 3.5%. Given these figures, why did the Mayor characterise 
Seddon has having an already unacceptably high concentration of social and 
affordable housing in the area, as reported in the Age, May 13th? 

Response 

The Chair, Mayor Councillor Michael Clarke, informed that the matter is listed for VCAT. 
Mr Clarke advised that Officers would prepare a submission to VCAT presenting 
Council's case and that the decision as to whether legal representation will be sought, 
will be determined as officers prepare the case. 

The Chief Executive Officer, Mr Stephen Wall, further added that the City Development 
Delegated Committee on 27 April 2021 resolved to issue a notice of refusal to grant an 
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amended permit to 69 Buckley Street, Seddon. Mr Wall advised that Unison has lodged 
an appeal at VCAT. Mr Wall further noted that in line with the Planning and Environment 
Act, a decision cannot be reversed unless an amendment is done in some form. Council 
staff are working with all parties for an acceptable outcome and signatories that wish to 
become part of the appeal can do so directly via the Tribunal. 

The Chair, Mayor Councillor Michael Clarke, further stated that a meeting with Unison 
was held to review the options of the submissions made. Cr Clarke advised that Unison 
has not currently been open to Council's proposal of a way forward, being the provision 
of a reception service during the vital hours between 4 pm to 11pm. Cr Clarke noted 
that this position has intrigued residents interested in the matter. 

The Chair, Mayor Councillor Michael Clark, advised that he was misquoted by the Age 
article and that his statement was in reference to the precinct in Seddon. Cr Clarke 
emphasised that for some reason the supervision and support is missing in the Unison 
proposal. 

Question 
James Dunne, asked the following questions: 

1. At the last Council meeting, the Mayor quoted data suggesting that, at its highest, 
ambulance call outs for illicit drug overdose in Maribyrnong averaged 9 call outs per 
year. However, according to Turning Point's AOD stats data project, in 2019-2020 
there were 330 ambulance call outs related to illicit drugs in Maribyrnong. 115 of 
these were specifically related to heroin and of those, 54 were so serious they 
required the use of naloxone to reverse the effects of overdose. Can the Mayor 
clarify which data he was quoting from in the previous Council meeting and account 
for the discrepancy between his data and that of Turning Points? 

2. According to the Penington Institute's annual overdose report, more than 70 people 
have died of fatal illicit drug overdose in Maribyrnong over the past 10 years. How 
does Council intend to reduce this toll and prevent future overdose deaths in 
Maribyrnong? 

Response 

The Chair, Mayor Councillor Michael Clarke, stated there are a number of sources of 
alcohol and other drug (AOD) data used by Maribyrnong City Council to inform its 
Alcohol and Other Drug Policy 2017-2021 implementation and municipal public health 
and wellbeing planning. This includes Turning Point's AOD stats, the Victorian 
Population Health Survey and the Crime Statistics Agency. 

Cr Clarke informed that every two years MCC develops an updated report on AOD 
trends for internal use and that the 2017 AOD background paper and the Health and 
Wellbeing Data Book 2021 are available on Council's website. 
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Cr Clarke further stated AOD data is currently being compiled to inform the AOD Policy 
review and inform future planning. An AOD data factsheet will be publically available 
later this year. 

Cr Clarke explained safe injecting facilities are important in certain places but not all, 
and that Maribymong City Council is one of the few Council's to have endorsed a 
specific Drug and Alcohol Policy (2017-21). This policy is currently being reviewed and 
updated. 

Cr Clarke acknowledged that a significant harm and consequence of alcohol and drug 
use can cause death by overdose, in particular unintentional drug induced deaths of 
which opioids continue to be the primary drug associated with, followed by poly-
substance overdose deaths. In the absence of a comprehensive national overdose 
strategy we play an important role in managing the harms caused by illicit drug issues 
through activities including needle and syringe disposal, education, design principles, 
community engagement programs and partnerships (including with Victoria Police and 
local service providers). Advice is taken from experts to formulate the Drug and Alcohol 
Policy 2021-2025. 

EXTENSION OF PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

A motion was moved by Cr Sarah Carter, seconded by Cr Cuc Lam, that Council 
extend Public Question Time by 15 minutes. 

CARRIED 

Question 

Phoebe McDonald, asked the following questions: 

1. Council's Alcohol and Drug Policy is due to expire this year. Can Council provide an 
update on the policy and how it will respond to an increasing number of illicit drug 
ambulance call outs? 

2. In May the Mayor spoke at a public rally organised by Bernie Finn MLC which 
opposed the establishment of a supervised injecting facility in Footscray. Council's 
current Alcohol and Drug Policy has harm minimisation as a guiding principle. If the 
Mayor is against evidence-based harm minimisation interventions, such as a 
supervised injecting facility, in Maribyrnong, can the Mayor elaborate on what 'harm 
minimisation' means in the context of Maribymong City Council? 

Response 

The Chair, Mayor Councillor Michael Clarke, advised that in the Alcohol and Other Drug 
(AOD) Policy review, Council will undertake a number of key steps. This includes an 
extensive analysis of data and key trends such as understanding the impacts of Covid-
19 (including a review of ambulance call outs), mapping the policy context and 
emerging evidence in the primary prevention of AOD harm and harm minimisation, a 
review of internal actions, achievements and future opportunities, stakeholder 
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engagement including the community, and Counci's partners within the AOD, health 
and community sector. Cr Clarke further advised that a key part of the review will be 
determining where Council is best placed to prevent and respond to the harms 
associated by AOD use in the community, and how we partner and support actions at a 
local, regional and national level. 

The Chair stated that Council's commitment to preventing the harms associated with 
AOD use in the community is demonstrated by AOD being a health and wellbeing 
priority in the Council Plan 2021-25. 

The Chair further noted that along with safe injecting facilities there need to be other 
facilities which is a one stop shop. It was confirmed that our current AOD Policy is 
underpinned by harm minimisation as a key principle and like national, state and 
previous local drug strategies, the policy promotes a harm minimisation approach used 
by Council and key stakeholders in addressing the complex issues associated with 
alcohol and drug use. 

Cr Clarke further advised that Council's harm minimisation approach to alcohol and 
other drugs includes needle and syringe disposal, education, place making and 
activation, good design principles, liquor licensing, community engagement programs 
and partnerships (including with Victoria Police and local service providers such as 
co health). 

The Chief Executive Officer, Mr Stephen Wall, further informed that a Community 
Engagement Policy was adopted by the Council earlier this year and the next report to 
Council will come by August to reinforce the importance of community engagement 
around all of Council activities. 

Question 

Brian Sanderson, asked the following questions: 

1. I refer to the new kindergarten building on Hyde Street. Can you please explain 
why the community was not consulted on this project? 

2. I contacted your customer service and communications team to find out what was 
going on and was informed that no consultation was undertaking with the 
community at all. Has Council not learned from its past mistakes regarding lack of 
consultation (eg Footscray Park, Polka Dots)? 

Response 

The Chief Executive Officer, Mr Stephen Wall, stated that the new integrated early 
learning centre on Hyde Street is being developed in partnership with the Victorian 
School Building Authority (VSBA). Mr Wall advised that this will be a first for 
Maribyrnong — an integrated Early Learning Centre (ELC) with a primary school as part 
of the Footscray Learning Precinct. The VSBA are managing the construction and the 
required project engagement and consultation. Mr Wall noted that an ELC on this site 
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has been in existing use for 66 years, since 1955, and is therefore a well-established 
activity and land use for the site. This site is identified in Council's endorsed Early Years 
Infrastructure Plan, which is a publically available document. Mr Wall stated that the 
Victorian School Building Authority has conducted extensive community consultation in 
the master planning phase of the Learning Precinct that included this site — all publicly 
advertised, and with public information sessions — including a letterbox drop prior to 
construction commencement. 

The Chair, Mayor Councillor Michael Clarke, further informed this project was kicked off 
in 2005 and the entire early learning precinct, development and extension of college 
came after the consultation and was driven by the people. Cr Clarke noted that it is a 
learning precinct that encompasses learning from preschool to tertiary education. 

6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

The purpose of this report was to present for confirmation, the minutes of the 
Council Meeting held on 18 May 2021. 

Council Resolution 

That Council confirms the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 18 May 2021. 

Moved: 	 Cr Sarah Carter 
Seconded: 	Cr Cuc Lam 

CARRIED 

7. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

7.1. Noting of Confirmed Minutes of Delegated Committees 

The purpose of this report was to present for noting the confirmed minutes of the 
Council's Delegated Committees established under section 63 and 64 of the 
Local Government Act 2020. 

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the confirmed minutes of the Lead West Advisory Committee 
held on 17 February 2021 and the City Development Committee held 27 April 
2021. 

Moved: 	 Cr Cuc Lam 
Seconded: 	Cr Bernadette Thomas 

CARRIED 

8. PETITIONS 
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8.1. Petition:69-79 Buckley Street, Seddon 

The purpose of this report was to table a petition received in relation to a request 
for Council to reverse their decision and amend the permit permissions on 69-79 
Buckley Street, Seddon in order to allow 'affordable/social housing' in lieu of 
'student accommodation'. 

Council Resolution 

That Council: 
1. Receives and notes the petition requesting Council to reverse its decision in 

relation to the planning matter for 69-79 Buckley Street, Seddon. 
2. Requests the Chief Executive Officer to consider the petition and provide a 

response. 

Moved: 	 Cr Simon Crawford 
Seconded: 	Cr Cuc Lam 

CARRIED 

9. 	OFFICER REPORTS 

9.1. Adoption of the 2021/2022 Annual Budget and Subsequent Three 
Years, Revenue and Rating Plan and Striking of the Rate 

The purpose of this report was to Council to adopt the 2021/2022 Annual Budget 
and Subsequent Three Years, Revenue and Rating Plan and Striking of the Rate. 

Council Resolution 

That Council: 
1. Having considered all submissions received, adopts the Annual Budget 

2021/2022 and subsequent three financial years and Revenue and 
Rating Plan, including adjustments, as per Attachment 1 and 2 to meet 
Sections 94(1) and 96 of the Local Government Act 2020. 

2. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to advertise this decision. 
3. Submit a copy of the Adopted Budget 2021/2022 to the Minister for Local 

Government. 
4. In accordance with Section 158 and 161 of the Local Government Act 

1989 declares: 
a. $100,686,259 as the amount which Council intends to raise by 

general rates and charges. 
b. The general rate be raised by the application of differential 

rates. 
c. The following differential rates for the rating period 

commencing 
1 July 2021 and ending 30 June 2022: 
1. 	General rate for rateable residential properties (100%) — 
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0.00274695 cents in the dollar of CIV 
2. General rate for rateable commercial properties (135%) — 

0.00370838 cents in the dollar of CIV 
3. General rate for rateable industrial properties (160%) — 

0.00439512 cents in the dollar of CIV 
4. General rate for rateable vacant land — residential (200%) — 

0.00549390 cents in the dollar of CIV. 
5. General rate for rateable vacant land - commercial (300%) — 

0.00824085 cents in the dollar of CIV. 
6. General rate for rateable vacant land - industrial (300%) — 

0.09824085 cents in the dollar of CIV. 
7. General rate for rateable cultural and recreational properties 

(60%) — 0.00164817 cents in the dollar of CIV. 
5. 	In accordance with Section 159 of the Local Government Act 1989 

declare a 	Municipal Charge of $20.00 for each rateable property for 
the rating period commencing 1 July 2021 and ending 30 June 2022. 

6. 	In accordance with Section 162 of the Local Government Act 1989 
declare a waste management service for waste collection and disposal 
on each rateable property and non-rateable properties, where the service 
is provided for the period commencing 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022. 
a. Waste Management charge 1 — 2 bin users $198.00 
b. Waste Management charge 2 — 3 bin users $222.00 
and note the Food and Garden Waste Service has been subsidised by 50 
percent ($528,000). 

7. 	Grants a Council rebate in relation to rates to all City of Maribymong 
pensioners eligible to participate in the State Government Pensioner 
Remission Scheme. The rebate will be for a maximum of $201.30. 

8. 	Grants a vacant residential land rebate upon application — The rebate 
applied is 50% of the residential vacant land rate, provided the Certificate 
of Occupancy is issued within 18 months of the completed Building 
Demolition. 

9. 	Allows payments of rates as per section 167 of the Local Government Act 
1989 by four instalments, due and payable on: 
• 30 September 
• 30 November 
• 28 February 
• 31 May 

10. 	Notes that interest on unpaid rates will be charged in accordance with 
section 172 of the Local Government Act 1989 (currently 10%). 

11. 	Having given public notice in accordance with sections 74 and 223 of the 
Local Government Act 1989, set the Mayoral allowance at $81,204 and 
the Councillor allowance at $26,245, plus an amount equivalent to the 
Superannuation Guarantee Contribution for the 2020-2024 Council Term. 

12. 	Writes to the submitters informing them of Council's decision. 
13. 	Extend the existing COVID-19 Financial Hardship Policy at Attachment 3 

to this report, until 30 June 2022. 
14. 	Having considered all submissions received, allocate funds for the 

submissions identified in the Submissions Table June 2021/2022 at 
Attachment 4 to this report. 
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Moved: 
	 Cr Bernadette Thomas 

Seconded: 	Cr Simon Crawford 

CARRIED 

9.2. Adoption of the Proposed Council Plan 2021-2025 

The purpose of this report was to present for Council adoption, the proposed 
Council Plan 2021-2025 following community engagement. 

Council Resolution 

That Council: 
1. Notes the consultation undertaken and thanks the community for their active 

engagement and input over the past six months to support the development 
of the Council Plan 2021-2025. 

2. Adopts the Council Plan 2021-2025 as modified. 

Moved: 	 Cr Cuc Lam 
Seconded: 	Cr Bernadette Thomas 

CARRIED 

9.3. Putting Customers First Strategy 

The purpose of this report was to seek Council endorsement of the Putting 
Customers First Strategy. The strategy outlines Maribyrnong City Council's 
approach and commitment to customer service excellence. 

Council Resolution 

That Council: 
1. Endorses the draft Putting Customers First Strategy to be released for 

community feedback. 
2. Receives a further report following the period of consultation. 

Moved: 
	 Cr Cuc Lam 

Seconded: 	Cr Bernadette Thomas 

CARRIED 

9.4. Adoption of Governance Local Law 

The purpose of this report was to present for Council adoption, the proposed 
Governance Local Law 2021 following a period of community consultation in 
accordance with section 111 of the Local Government Act 1989 (LG Act 1989). 
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Council Resolution 

That Council: 
1. Adopt the Governance Local Law 2021 provided as Attachment 1 in 

accordance with section 111 of the Local Government Act 1989. 
2. Sign and seals the Governance Local Law 2021. 
3. Give public notice of the creation of the Governance Local Law 2021 in 

accordance with section 119(3) of the Local Government Act 1989 and 
provides a copy to the Minister for Local Government in accordance with 
section 119(4) of the Local Government Act 1989. 

4. Revoke Governance Local Law 2011 with effect on the publication of the 
Governance Local Law 2021 in the Victorian Government Gazette. 

Moved: 	 Cr Sarah Carter 
Seconded: 	Cr Bernadette Thomas 

CARRIED 

9.5. Review of Road Management Plan 

The purpose of this report was to update and notify Council on the outcome of the 
review of Maribyrnong City Council's Road Management Plan 2017 as prescribed 
in the Road Management Act 2004. 

Council Resolution 

That Council: 
1. Note the review of the Road Management Plan 2017 (Attachment 1). 
2. Authorise that a notice be published stating that the Council has completed 

the review of its Road Management Plan 2017. 
3. Authorise that the written report (Attachment 1) be published summarising 

the findings and conclusions of the review. 

Moved: 	 Cr Simon Crawford 
Seconded: 	Cr Sarah Carter 

CARRIED 

9.6. Corrections to Public Park and Recreation Zones - Amendment C159 

The purpose of this report was to consider submissions received on Planning 
Scheme Amendment C159 (corrections and re-alignment to public park and 
recreation zones across the City) and to recommend the Amendment be adopted 
as exhibited and submitted to the Minister for Planning for approval. 

Council Resolution 

That Council: 
1. 	Consider all submissions (Attachments 2 and 3) in accordance with Section 
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22 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 and note that no objections 
were received. 

2. Adopt Amendment C159 (Attachments 4 and 5) in accordance with Section 
29 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987. 

3. Submit Amendment C159 (Attachments 4 and 5) to the Minister for Planning 
for approval, pursuant to Section 31 of the Planning and Environment Act 
1987. 

Moved: 
	 Cr Cuc Lam 

Seconded: 	Cr Bernadette Thomas 

CARRIED 

9.7. Governance Report - May 2021 

The purpose of this report was to receive and note the record of informal 
meetings of Councillors and Councillor delegates' for the period May 2021 as well 
as other statutory compliance and governance matters as they arise. 

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the Governance Report containing the record of informal 
meetings of Councillors and Councillor Delegates' Reports for May 2021 which 
will be made available on Council's website for the term of the current Council. 

Moved: 	 Cr Sarah Carter 
Seconded: 	Cr Cuc Lam 

CARRIED 

10. NOTICES OF MOTION 

Nil. 

11. COUNCILLOR QUESTION TIME 

Cr Clarke to Cr Crawford 

12. URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil. 

13. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Nil. 

14. MEETING CLOSURE 
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The Chair, Cr Michael Clarke, declared the meeting closed at 7.59pm. 

To be confirmed at the Ordinary Council Meeting 
to be held on 20 July, 2021. 

Chair, Cr Michael Clarke 
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