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 1. COMMENCEMENT OF MEETING AND WELCOME 
 
The meeting commenced at 6.31pm. 
 
The Chair, Cr Anthony Tran made the following acknowledgement statement: 
 

“We acknowledge that we are on the traditional lands of the Kulin Nation. We 
offer our respect to the Elders of these traditional lands, and through them to 
all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, past and present”. 

 
PRESENT 
Councillor Anthony Tran (Chair) 
Councillor Sarah Carter 
Councillor Michael Clarke 
Councillor Simon Crawford 
Councillor Jorge Jorquera 
Councillor Cuc Lam 
Councillor Bernadette Thomas 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Chief Executive Officer, Celia Haddock 
Director Infrastructure Services, Patrick Jess 
Director Corporate Services, Lisa King 
Director Planning and Environment, Laura Jo Mellan 
Acting Director Community Services, Tara Frichitthavong  
Manager Governance and Commercial Services, Phil McQue 
Acting Coordinator Governance, Adele Woolcock 
 
 

2. APOLOGIES 
 
Nil. 
 

3. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Nil. 
 

4. DISCLOSURES OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 
Nil. 
 
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 
 
A motion was moved by Cr Michael Clarke, seconded by Cr Bernadette Thomas,  
that Council suspend standing orders at 6.32pm to acknowledge the passing of 
Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, to acknowledge the devastating impacts of the 
floods in Pakistan, and to acknowledge the passing of Uncle Jack Charles. 
 

CARRIED 
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The Chair, Mayor Councillor Anthony Tran acknowledged the passing of Her 
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II on Thursday 8 September 2022. 
 
Maribyrnong City Council extends its deepest sympathies to the Royal Family and 
to the Citizens of the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth, as they grieve the 
loss of Her Majesty.  
 
In recognition of Her Majesty’s passing, Maribyrnong City Council is flying its Town 
Hall flags at half-mast during the 10-day mourning period.  
 
Vale Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II: 1926-2022. 
 
Councillor Michael Clarke acknowledged the devastating impacts of the floods in 
Pakistan. Councillor Clarke offered Council’s condolences to the flood victims and 
expressed Council’s thoughts and sympathies to everyone affected by this 
devastating event including those in our local Pakistani community.  
 
The Chair, Mayor Councillor Anthony Tran expressed Council’s deepest 
sympathies on the passing of Uncle Jack Charles who was a giant in the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community. Councillor Tran passed on 
Council’s greatest respects and deepest apologies to his family. 
 
Vale Uncle Jack Charles: 1943-2022.  
 
RESUMPTION OF STANDING ORDERS 
 
A motion was moved by Cr Cuc Lam, seconded by Cr Simon Crawford, that 
Council resume standing orders at 6,37pm. 
 

CARRIED 
 
5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  

 
Question 
Joseph Davids asked the following questions: 
 
1. Messenger/Rates: Is the Messenger a waste of ratepayers money? Why is our 

money being spent printing the Messenger and not including advertising in it to 
gain revenue and reduce rates? Isn't one of the Council's messages about 
going green? Email it to those who request it. I see many just left on the top of 
letterboxes in apartment complexes. 
 

2. Dog owners: What is being done about selfish dog owners? I am tired of 
minding my own business when I go for a run, walk or cycle only to be attacked 
by dogs. The Council needs to find a way to fine these selfish dog owners 
before a walker, runner or cyclist takes matters into their own hands. I have 
seen a cyclist go ballistic, and rightly so, at a dog owner when she nearly ran 
over the dog. No one polices these rules and too many dog owners do not 
care. 
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3. Motorist rights: What are you actually doing for motorists? You have:  
a) dangerously allowed seating where parking spots should be so people can 

have coffees at the endless amount of cafes in the community. 
b) removed car lanes, thereby worsening traffic, by installing the many poorly 

planned bike lanes, that are empty and exceedingly wider than they need to 
be. 

c) Made the whole municipality 40 km/h without logic. In a response on your 
site to a question about the latest budget there was an admission that your 
goal is to get motorists off the road. What you've done is criminal and not in 
the best interests of most of the people you work for. 

Response 
In response to the first question, The Chair, Mayor Councillor Anthony Tran noted 
that Council tested this with our community in a survey late last year. Respondents 
confirmed Messenger is a publication valued by our community and their 
preference is to receive it in hard copy. 
 
500 people responded and 94.99% said they enjoy receiving Messenger.  They 
feel it supports a sense of community and connectedness and particularly like 
reading about local news, learning about local events and activities, seeing project 
updates especially in relation to infrastructure projects. 
 
The preference from 75.42% of those who responded was to receive their copy by 
hard copy. 18.3% said they read it online (on Council’s website). Four copies are 
produced a year and opportunities for online distribution continue to be explored. 

 
In response to the second question, the Chair, Mayor Councillor Anthony Tran 
confirmed that the City of Maribyrnong’s Animal Management Team has full time 
staff regularly patrolling all public spaces including streets, parks, play grounds as 
well as off leash areas with the express purpose of ensuring compliance with the 
Domestic Animals Act.  Residents will however breach the rules and allow dogs to 
roam uncontrolled.  This greatly appreciates and encourages assistance from the 
community to report incidents where dog owners are not complying with rules, so 
that Animal Management Officers can attend and deal with the issue.  Council 
officers are currently developing an education program in accordance with the 
approved Domestic Animal Management Plan.  
 
In response to parts A and B of the third question, the Chair, Mayor Councillor 
Anthony Tran confirmed that the Maribyrnong Integrated Transport Strategy 
provides for a hierarchy of transport modes; with walking and cycling given high 
priority, followed by public transport, then freight and finally private vehicles. The 
Strategy acknowledges that repeating transport policy initiatives from past 
decades would not provide for the safe nor sustainable use of limited road space 
and would not meet Council’s goals of a prioritising zero carbon transport options, 
as outlined in our Climate Emergency Strategy 2020.  
 
In addition, Councillor Tran noted that reducing speed limits and reprioritising road 
space for more sustainable transport modes encourages a shift away from private 
vehicle transport and to walking, cycling and public transport.  
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Repurposing car parking spaces and road space for outdoor dining was a direct 
result of restrictions imposed as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. This initiative 
has received positive feedback by locals, visitors and traders as demonstrated in 
community surveys over the past two years.  
 
The Chair, Mayor Councillor Anthony Tran noted that part C of Mr Davids third 
question was a statement and not a question, and did not provide a response.  
 

Councillor Jorge Jorquera arrived at 6.43pm.  
 
Question 
Barbara Hart asked the following question: 
 
My husband requested an additional dog bag dispenser at the bowling club 
entrance to McIvor Reserve on 18 August reference number 1439217. Please let 
us know the progress 
 
Response 
The Director Infrastructure Services, Mr Patrick Jess noted that the customer was 
contacted on 25 August 2022 with a response that the request would be 
considered. An assessment is currently underway to confirm if more dispensers 
are possible at this location. Council has provided two primary dog bag dispensers 
at McIvor Reserve to assist dog owners when they run out of bags themselves.  
 
Mr Jess noted that legislation under the Domestic Animal Act 1994 requires all dog 
owners to carry dog bags with the, to clean up after their dogs at all times.  
 
Question 
Sharon Schwab asked the following questions: 
 
1. Council has been proposing a revised masterplan for McIvor Reserve for over 

6 months. It should now know where it would propose to build an indoor 
stadium within that site. For the purposes of transparency, where is the indoor 
stadium proposed to be built within McIvor Reserve? 
 

2. McIvor Reserve consists of about 10% municipal neighbour assets only. These 
include the playground and bbq space, the nature play space and the dog park. 
Of these open space neighbourhood assets, what percentage of each asset 
would be lost to an indoor sports stadium if included in the Masterplan. 

 
3. Is Council suggesting the Bradmills site’s proposed 5 pocket parks, in a 

medium and high density development, will compensate residents for loss of 
open space at McIvor Reserve? If yes, shouldn’t that open space be in addition 
to, and not in replacement of, McIvor’s open space assets to cater to the 3,000 
new residents expected into that area? 
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Response 
In response to the first question, the Director Infrastructure Services, Mr Patrick 
Jess confirmed that a report will be presented to Council in the near future. The 
quantum of feedback has necessitated additional time to analyse and ensure a full 
and considered response.  
 
In response to the second question, Mr Jess noted that the location of a stadium 
has not been resolved at this point in time and therefore are unable to specifically 
respond to the question.  
 
In response to the third question, Mr Jess stated that the Bradmill site is a distinct 
development and that there is no nexus between this development and public 
open space required under the planning scheme.  
 
Question 
Dermot Cullen asked the following questions: 
 
1. Can the Council confirm whether it has received any grants or funding from the 

West Gate Tunnel Project outside of the funds the council has been granted 
through the West Gate Neighbourhood fund? If the council has received 
funding outside of the West Gate Neighbourhood Fund, how much? 
 

2. At a recent Council meeting on 23 August, the Director Infrastructure Services 
stated that Maribyrnong is a brownfield site. Can the Council confirm that it's 
official position is that all of Maribyrnong council area is viewed as a brownfield 
site? 
 

3. The Shorten Reserve masterplan was drafted in 2020. What funding 
arrangements are in place for the delivery of the masterplan and when will the 
delivery of the masterplan be completed? 

 
Response 
In response to the first question, the Chair, Mayor Councillor Anthony Tran 
confirmed that the only other funding grant received outside of the Neighbourhood 
Fund is $6 million towards the Footscray Wharf Project which was completed in 
July this year.  
 
In response to the second question, Councillor Tran noted that the term brownfield 
refers to potentially development sites that have had previous development on 
them. Maribyrnong’s open space has been subject to significant development 
since European settlement and as such all developments are undertaken with due 
diligence that is aligned to brown field sites – ie contamination, soil structure.  
 
In response to the third question, Councillor Tran confirmed that the Masterplan is 
subject to annual budget consideration. This financial year, Council have allocated 
$303,000 for planning and an additional $345,000 carry forward from the previous 
year. The process for awarding the principle consultant (architect) contract is 
expected to be complete within the week.  
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Question 
Brian Sanderson asked the following questions: 
 
1. The Pizza Restaurant on Ballarat Street Yarraville has erected a large patio 

structure in direct opposition to the heritage characteristics of the street. The 
black blinds make the whole area feel enclosed and privatised. It should be 
removed immediately. Was this structure given a permit from Council? 
 

2. If a permit was given, what is the justification for such a large and imposing 
structure on this important public space? 

 
3. Does this approval (if any) provide a precedent for other businesses wanting to 

do the same thing? Surely we can’t allow this to be repeated 
 
Response 
The Chair, Mayor Councillor Anthony Tran confirmed that the structure now on the 
footpath of Pizza D’Asporto was given approval after requests for support by 
Council during the primary restrictions of COVID. The structure was approved and 
permitted under Councils General Purposes Local Law 2015 as a temporary 
structure to support the business in providing a service to the public.  
 
Further to this, the structure is set up as a temporary structure with agreement that 
it be removed and the footpath returned to original condition if directed by Council. 
The structure does not set a precedent as all business requests for support of this 
kind are investigated and assessed on an individual basis.  
 
Councillor Tran finished by noting that the black blinds are currently subject to 
discussion with the business to look at other options.  
 
Question 
Shari Liby asked the following questions: 
 
1. What does Council say about the 14 October 2020 Urban Forest Management 

Assessment data sheet prepared on Maribyrnong by RMIT, Clear Air & Urban 
Landscapes Hub (of the National Environmental Science Programme), Hort 
Innovation & Green Spaces Better Places which says, "You should be looking 
to significantly increase urban forest cover, and extra effort is likely required to 
improve on recent minor losses (based on 2013-2020 change). Further, current 
low cover (when compared to comparator LGAs) limits benefits from your 
urban forest - so significant attention is required to ensure greater urban forest 
benefits can be realised in the future"? 
 

2. Council has previously advised it cannot anticipate how many Maribyrnong 
households will have dogs as the population increases “because pet and dog 
ownership is not linked to population growth, but to individual preference and 
circumstance.” Isn’t playing an indoor stadium sport also linked to individual 
preference and circumstance? Why is council able to may projections about 
the future needs for indoor sport courts but not the future need for dog parks? 
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3. Is Council aware of Animal Medicines Australia which has conducted research 
into pet ownership in Australia? Their 2019 Pet Survey indicated that 40% of all 
Australian households had at least one dog and their 2021 report showed that 
number had increased to 47%. Is there a reason Council isn’t looking at data 
like this to project further dog ownership in Maribyrnong as the City becomes 
denser? 
 

Response 
In response to the first question, the Director Infrastructure Services, Mr Patrick 
Jess confirmed that Council values trees and continues to aim to increase the 
tree canopy across the municipality where appropriate. 
 
In response to the second question, Mr Jess noted the link between physical 
activity and human health is clear. The provision of a diverse set of offerings is 
a critical factor in increasing physical activity. There is no recognised studies 
that Council is aware of that links the provision of dog parks to human or 
animal health nor the uptake of their use as a percentage of population. The 
link to dog ownership and mental health is recognised.  
 
In response to the third question, Mr Jess confirmed that Council is aware of 
data associated with dog ownership and considers this in its planning as 
appropriate.  
 

 

Question 

Bryce Conte asked the following questions: 

 

1. Yarraville residents have the highest level of pet ownership in our City with 
1,978 dogs. Our City has experienced an increase in dog attacks of 39% in 
the past 4 years. Dog parks are essential municipal assets to help socialise 
dogs, and to contain them away from high impact use zones such as sports 
fields on training and game days. Does council believe it is appropriate to 
reduce the size of McIvor’s fenced dog park and force more dog onto the 
open sports fields where there will be conflict of use issues, creating a 
dangerous environment? 
 

2. What benefits will the Yarraville- Footscray bowling club receive from 
updates to the McIvor Reserve Masterplan? 

 

 
 

 

EXTENSION OF PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
A motion was moved by Cr Sarah Carter, seconded by Cr Cuc Lam, that Council  
extend public question time for a period of 15 minutes. 
 

CARRIED 
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Response 
The Chair, Mayor Councillor Anthony Tran noted that in response to the first 
question there are no recognised standards for dog parks nor are formal dog 
parks considered the only location to socialise or exercise dogs. Good dog 
park design is evolving and considers both the design response and 
behavioural obligations on users.  
 
In response to the second question, Councillor Tran confirmed that Council is 
working in partnership with the Yarraville-Footscray Bowling Club as well as 
other sporting clubs based at McIvor Reserve. The clubs development 
ambitions are being considered in the masterplan.  

  
6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 

The purpose of this report was to present for confirmation, the minutes of the 
Council Meeting held on 16 August 2022. 
 
Council Resolution 
 
That Council confirms the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 16 August 2022. 
 
Moved: Cr Cuc Lam 
Seconded: Cr Simon Crawford 
 

CARRIED 
 
7. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 
 

7.1. Noting of Confirmed Minutes of Delegated Committees 
 
The purpose of this report was to present for noting the confirmed minutes of the 
Council’s Delegated Committees established under section 63 and 64 of the 
Local Government Act 2020. 
 
Council Resolution 
 
That Council notes the confirmed minutes of the Enterprise Maribyrnong 
Delegated Committee held 3 May 2022 and the City Development Delegated 
Committee held on 26 July 2022. 
 
Moved: Cr Bernadette Thomas 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Carter 
 

CARRIED 
 
8. PETITIONS 
 

Nil 
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9. OFFICER REPORTS 
 

9.1. In Principle Approval of the Performance and Financial Statements for 
the 2021/2022 Financial Year 

 
The purpose of this report was to seek in principle approval of the Performance 
Statement and Financial Statements (the statements) prepared for the 2021/2022 
financial year and for Council to appoint two Councillors to certify these 
statements after completion of the review by the Auditor-General. 
 
Council Resolution 
 
That Council: 
1. Approves, in-principle, Maribyrnong City Council’s 2021/2022 Performance 

Statement and Financial Statements. 
2. Authorises Councillor Michael Clarke and Councillor Cuc Lam to certify the 

Performance Statement and Financial Statements in their final form, 
following any changes recommended or agreed by the Auditor-General 
have been made. 

 
Moved: Cr Sarah Carter 
Seconded: Cr Simon Crawford 
 

CARRIED 
 

9.2. Quarter 4 Performance And Financial Report - June 2022 
 
The purpose of this report was to present the Fourth Quarter, Performance 
Report on the Annual Council Action Plan 2021/2022 along with Council's 
financial operations and the Capital and Asset Improvement Program. 
 
Council Resolution 
 
That Council notes the 2021/2022 Fourth Quarter Performance and Financial 
report. 
 
Moved: Cr Simon Crawford 
Seconded: Cr Cuc Lam 
 

CARRIED 
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9.3. Awarding of Contract No 1179-22 Construction of the Maribyrnong 

Civic Precinct & Community Hub 
 
The purpose of this report was to seek Council approval to award Contract No 
1179-22 Construction of the Maribyrnong Civic Precinct & Community Hub. 
 
Council Resolution 
 
That Council: 
1. Awards Contract No 1179-22 Construction of the Maribyrnong Civic Precinct 

& Community Hub to Ireland Brown Constructions Pty Ltd for the total 
contract sum of $39,126,941 comprising a lump sum $38,626,941 and a 
provisional sum of $500,000 (excluding GST) 

2. Notes the forward funding commitment as part of the 2023/24 and 2024/25 
capital works program. 

3. Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to execute Contract No 1179-22 
Construction of the Maribyrnong Civic Precinct & Community Hub to Ireland 
Brown Constructions Pty Ltd. 

4. Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to approve variations to this contract. 
 
 
Moved: Cr Michael Clarke 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Carter 
 

CARRIED 
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9.4. Lease Renewal of 12 Early Years Sites 
 
The purpose of this report was to seek Council’s approval to commence the 
statutory procedures under the Local Government Act 2020 (Act) for the 
proposed lease of twelve early years sites to the existing Early Years 
Management (EYM) organisation or Committees of Management (CoM). 
 
Council Resolution 
 
That Council: 
1. Acting under section 115 of the Local Government Act 2020 (Act): 

a. commences the required statutory procedures in order to consider 
entering into the twelve lease agreements; 

b. notes that the community engagement process will be conducted in 
accordance with Council’s Community Engagement Policy required 
pursuant to section 115 of the Act involve a public notice of the 
proposed lease agreements be given in a local newspaper, on 
Council’s website and sent to surrounding properties; 

c. notes that a public notice is to be given pursuant to section 115 of the 
Act should state the proposed lease terms as identified in Attachment 
1; 

d. authorises the Chief Executive Officer or their delegate to undertake 
the administrative procedures necessary to enable Council to carry out 
its functions required under section 115 of the Act in relation to this 
matter; and 

e. notes that the public notice is to allow submissions for a minimum 
period of 28 days and provide the option for any submitters to request 
as part of their written submission to be heard by a committee 
consisting of the whole of Council on 2 November 2022 at 6:30pm, if 
required. 

2. Notes that once all submissions forming part of the community engagement 
process pursuant to section 115 of the Act have been considered, a further 
report will be presented to Council to determine the final lease agreements. 

 
Moved: Cr Cuc Lam 
Seconded: Cr Simon Crawford 
 

CARRIED 
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9.5. MAV State Council Meeting Motions – Call for Motions 
 
The purpose of this report was to seek motions for submission to the Municipal 
Association of Victoria (MAV) State Council Meeting on 14 October 2022.  
 
Council Resolution 
 
That Council approves the motions for submission to the October 2022 Municipal 
Association of Victoria’s State Council Meeting as per Table 1 of this report.   
 
Moved: Cr Michael Clarke 
Seconded: Cr Bernadette Thomas 
 

CARRIED 
 

9.6. Governance Report - August 2022 
 
The purpose of this report was to receive and note the record of informal 
meetings of Councillors and Councillor delegates’ for the period August 2022 as 
well as other statutory compliance and governance matters as they arise. 
 
Council Resolution 
 
That Council notes the Governance Report containing the record of informal 
meetings of Councillors and Councillor Delegates’ Reports for August 2022 which 
will be made available on Council’s website for the term of the current Council. 
 
Moved: Cr Sarah Carter 
Seconded: Cr Cuc Lam 
 

CARRIED 
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10. NOTICES OF MOTION 
 

10.1. Notice Of Motion: Fossil Fuel Advertising on Council Property 
 
Maribyrnong City Council acknowledged the Climate Emergency in 2019 and 
adopted its first Climate Emergency Strategy in 2020 and Climate Emergency 
Action Plan in 2022. Fundamental to the Climate Emergency is supporting the 
phasing out of the burning of fossil fuels to a renewable energy future. 
 
Council’s Procurement Policy 2021 includes options to: “Where applicable 
Council will purchase goods, services and works that reduce air, water and soil 
pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, waste production, natural resource 
depletion and biodiversity depletion whenever they present an acceptable Value 
for Money outcome, and in some cases where they might not.”  
 
Council has been approached by Comms Declare (About - Comms Declare), a 
volunteer run, non-partisan group of communications professionals, committed to 
a transition to a climate friendly future.  
 
Comms Declare has commenced a campaign to ban fossil fuel advertising in 
Australia and is seeking support from local government for this position. A small 
number of local residents has also contacted Council urging support for the 
campaign. 
 
Maribyrnong City Council does not host commercial advertising on its buildings or 
property in general. However, there may be opportunities where advertising for 
companies involved with fossil fuel production or supply may occur through 
sponsorship of sporting clubs using council sports grounds, public events and 
festivals on council land or property, for example, where users wish to display 
signage from their sponsors in some form. 
 
The conditions of hire of council facilities and use of council land for events 
includes conditions which are consistent with many adopted Council Policies but 
have not been updated to reflect Council’s Climate Emergency Strategy or Action 
Plan. Advertising of companies involved with fossil fuel production or supply on 
council property or facilities would be inconsistent with this adopted Council 
position.  
 
It is timely to review and update all guidance on use of council land and facilities 
to reflect community expectations and Council’s Climate Emergency Strategy and 
Action Plan. 
 
Council Resolution 
 
That Council: 
1. Not support the advertising of companies involved in the production or 

supply of fossil fuels on council property, consistent with the overarching 

goal of its Climate Emergency Strategy and Action Plan. 

https://commsdeclare.org/about/
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2. Integrate this position into its sporting reserve signage policy that is currently 
under development and review and (where needed) update Council policies 
or strategies that would allow for the promotion of fossil fuels.  

 
3. Receive a report from Council officers by 6 December 2022 on progress 

made. 
 
Moved: Cr Bernadette Thomas 
Seconded: Cr Simon Crawford 
 

CARRIED 
 

10.2. Notice Of Motion: Morning Star Flag 
 
Maribyrnong City Council has received a request from the United Liberation 
Movement for West Papua for the West Papuan Community to fly the morning 
Star flag on Council infrastructure on December 1. 
 
Each year West Papuans and their supporters raise flags in solidarity to show 
that they are still seeking independence. 
 
Motion 
 
That Council: 
1. Note the request from the United Liberation Movement for West Papua 

requesting to fly Morning Star flag on the anniversary of what was to be 

West Papua’s Independence Day, according to the Dutch decolonisation 

plan;  

2. Permit the United Liberation Movement for West Papua to fly the West 
Papua flag from the Town Hall flagpole on 1st December each year, subject 
to availability 

 
Moved: Cr Simon Crawford 
Seconded: Cr Bernadette Thomas 
 

LOST 
 

 
11. COUNCILLOR QUESTION TIME 

 
Councillor Jorge Jorquera requested if an invitation could be extended to 
Footscray High School to attend the Footscray Community Forum.  
 
The Chief Executive Officer, Ms Celia Haddock confirmed that the Director 
Planning and Environment Services and the Acting Director Community Services 
would liaise with the High School to discuss participation in the forum.  
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12. URGENT BUSINESS 
 
Nil.  
 

13. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 
 

Nil 
 
 

 
14. MEETING CLOSURE 

 
The Chair, Cr Anthony Tran, declared the meeting closed at 7.57pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________________ 
To be confirmed at the Ordinary Council Meeting 

to be held on 18 October, 2022. 
 

Chair, Cr Anthony Tran 
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