
NAYRAN TABIEI: THE TRANSFORMATIVE LEADER 
 
For many Australians it’s impossible to 
imagine the circumstances that would 
force you to leave your home, everything 
you know and love to head to the other 
side of the world where you have no 
family and friends, no job or financial 
security, and no certainty you’ll be able 
to stay. 
 
But that’s exactly what Nayran Tabiei did 
to escape the war and devastation of her 
homeland Syria and to give her family a 
chance for a better life. 
 
“When you are sitting in your home with the people you love and you have a good life, you cannot 
imagine that one day your life will be destroyed,” Nayran said. 
 
Nayran has been living in Braybrook since she arrived in Australia in 2012 and has worked tirelessly 
and resourcefully to create a new life for herself and her family. 
 
“When I came by boat to here I didn’t think one day that they would accept me. But I tell you this 
country is blessed. When I see the flag I feel Australian,” she said. 
 
As an asylum seeker, Nayran is unable to work, but has volunteered for the last three years, 
including teaching cooking classes, at the Braybrook and Maidstone Neighbourhood House where 
she was approached to be a part of the inaugural 2015 Braybrook on Board leadership program. 
 
Through the program she has grown her connections and networks within the community, formed a 
strong bond with her classmates, and been involved in a variety of community projects. 
 
“You feel that the people want you and when you are wanted you feel like you want to do 
something to make them happy and when you search for what makes them happy you feel your life, 
step-by-step going ahead to better. 
 
Nayran says that many things have changed since completing the program including her perception 
of what it means to be a leader and who can lead. 
 
“When I become a leader, I want all around me to be a leader as a team to work for this community.  
In our country only a person can do something like President, but here it’s different. One name go 
up? No, we all go up,” she said. 
 
Through her drive and enthusiasm, determination and community focus she is forging a place for 
herself as a community leader in her new home. 
 
“These people are not my family but they have become my 
family. This gathering for me make happiness. It’s a blessed 
country, a blessed people. They are good and they don’t judge. 
They see what I do and that’s it,” she said. 

 

 

 


