
SORAYA KOOMITHIM-BARR: THE NATURAL LEADER 
 
Soraya Barr is a natural leader. This is a woman 
who knows what she wants for her community 
and how to get it. 
 
“Community is really important. I always see 
community as a whole. Together. We have to do 
together. We have to be together. We have to 
rely on each other. We can’t be individual. 
That’s the way I been brought up in my family,” 
Soraya said. 
 
Soraya grew up in southern Thailand on her 
family’s farm. It was while she was working in a 
bilingual school in Bangkok that she met and fell in love with her future husband, an Australian 
teacher. They moved to Australia 20 years ago. 
 
Drawn to community development work, Soraya ran the parent club at her children’s primary school 
in Braybrook for nine years. During this time became aware of some of the issues in the area, but it 
wasn’t until the family moved from West Footscray to Braybrook in 2015 that she got a clearer 
picture of the disadvantage in her community. 
 
“I was determined to make a better place. You have to do something about it, because you cannot 
love community and fear community at the same time,” she said. 
 
Hungry for any opportunity to help improve her community, Soraya signed up for the 2015 inaugural 
Braybrook on Board (BOB) leadership program. 
 
“I thought the program sounded amazing - the name itself. I think maybe they can help me because I 
have a heart for Braybrook and maybe they can help me get there. 
 
“It was an amazing class, its energy, full of positives. I was just so grateful for the program. I think it’s 
a wonderful thing,” she said.  
 
As part of the program Soraya was involved in a variety of community projects and is now 
undertaking a Bachelor of Community Development. She credits the program for changing her 
perception of leadership.  
 
“When you have a passion of something you are a leader, but you don’t have to do it by yourself. 
You can tell stakeholders and you can create your dream by working with teams, sharing what you 
know, what you care about and what you want changed. 
 
“You are not alone. You are encouraged. I feel like my voice is important and possible. For the first 
time I feel my voice is possible. 
 
“I used to feel very heavy because I carry the burden of my passion, but now I feel very light knowing 
my passion is getting looked after,” she said. 

 

 

 


