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1.0 Introduction 
 
 
 

Maribyrnong City Council supports our business community through the Business 

Improvement District (BID) grant program, which assists economic development and 

business viability across our City. 
 

 

In the 2020/21 financial year, there will be two streams of funding. Stream 1 will 

provide funding to trader associations and groups of businesses for destination 

marketing and group strengthening projects, while Stream 2 will provide micro-grants 

for innovative new business development activities proposed by either an individual 

business owner or a business group. 
 

 

The BID grant program is highly competitive and all applicants are encouraged to 

read the guidelines and meet with Council Officers before applying. 
 

 

Successful BID grant projects are selected by the Enterprise Maribyrnong Special 

Committee (EMSC). EMSC guides economic development in our City by assisting 

Council to create vibrant and successful urban places with excellent business 

opportunities and meaningful employment. 
 

 
 

1.1 Contact details 
 

 

Business District Officer – Aneta Pazeski (03) 9688 0200 or 

aneta.pazeski@maribyrnong.vic.gov.au 
 

 

Economic Development Unit - or (03) 9688 0200 or 

business@maribyrnong.vic.gov.au 
 

 

In person: Maribyrnong City Council, 61 Napier Street, Footscray 

In writing: PO Box 58, Footscray Vic 3011 
 

 
 

1.2 More information 
 

 

Information about the BID grant program is available on Council’s website at 

https://www.maribyrnong.vic.gov.au/Business/Support-for-existing- 

business/Business-Improvement-District-BID-Grant-Program 
 
 

 

Open: Fri 3 July at 9am 

Close: Fri 7 Aug at 5pm 

Round 2 
 

Open: Mon 26 Oct at 9am 

Close: Sun 8 Nov at 5pm 

mailto:aneta.pazeski@maribyrnong.vic.gov.au
mailto:business@maribyrnong.vic.gov.au
https://www.maribyrnong.vic.gov.au/Business/Support-for-existing-business/Business-Improvement-District-BID-Grant-Program
https://www.maribyrnong.vic.gov.au/Business/Support-for-existing-business/Business-Improvement-District-BID-Grant-Program
https://www.maribyrnong.vic.gov.au/Business/Support-for-existing-business/Business-Improvement-District-BID-Grant-Program
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2.0    Business Improvement District 
(BID) Grant Program – Stream 2 

 
 
 
Overview 

Stream 2 of the BID grant program supports individual business owners and groups of 

businesses by awarding micro-grants of up to $1,500 for innovative new business 

development activities within the City of Maribyrnong. 
 

 
 

2.1    Online information sessions 
 

Join us for a discussion about how Stream 2 of the BID Grant Program works, what we 

fund and how applications are submitted. 
 
 
The information session for Round 2 will take place on Monday 18 January 2021 at 11am. 

 
Note RSVP is essential, via email to  business@maribyrnong.vic.gov.au 

 

 
 

2.2 Grant objective 
 

 

Applicants to Stream 2 of the BID grant program must show how their proposed business 

development activity is innovative and will facilitate increased trade and other 

opportunities for doing business (in accordance with the eligible activities outlined in 

section 3.5). 
 

 

A maximum of 25 micro-grants will be awarded in both Round 1 and Round 2 (total 

of 50 micro-grants for the year). Applicants may request financial support of between 

$100 and $1,500. Note funding is allocated at the discretion of Enterprise 

Maribyrnong Special Committee. 
 

 
 

2.3 Timeline - Stream 2 (Round 2) – Micro Grants  
 

 
 

Date 
 

Action 

14 December 2020 Stream 2 (Round 2) opens for application 

18 January 2021 Information session 

22 January 2021 Stream 2 (Round 2) closes for application 

2 March 2021 EMSC meets to assess applications 

3 March 2021 Applicants informed of outcome 

3 March – 3 June 2021 
(three months) 

Work with successful applicants throughout their 
project, monitoring milestones and project status 

mailto:business@maribyrnong.vic.gov.au
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2.4 Eligibility 

 
 

Who is eligible? 

Applications will be accepted from either individual business owners, or groups or 

businesses, located in “bricks and mortar” commercial premises in recognised activity 

centres within the City of Maribyrnong. 
 

 

Who is not eligible to apply? Applications will 

not be accepted from: 

 Businesses located within a shopping centre which is owned and managed as a 

single entity and is not part of a greater retail destination. 

 Businesses located within a residential premises. 

 Businesses not located in the City of Maribyrnong. 
 
 

Eligibility Criteria 

 Applicants must have an ABN active since at least 13 March 2020 

 Applicants must be considered a “small business” with 10 or fewer employees and an 

aggregated annual turnover of less than $2 million 

 Be located in a “bricks and mortar” commercial premises in one of the activity centres 

identified on page 17. Businesses currently operating from a co- working space in 

City may apply but must provide proof of at least six months paid membership in the 

2019/20 FY at a co-working space in our City 

 Be focused on innovation for their business operations 

 Have been negatively affected by COVID-19 
 
Applicants must have no outstanding fines or pending issues with City of Maribyrnong. 

An internal check will be undertaken prior to the awarding of micro- grants. 
 

 

Businesses may only apply once per funding round, and a business or business group 

which is successfully awarded funding in Round 1, is not eligible to receive funding again 

in Round 2. 

Individuals who own more than one business are encouraged to put forward 

applications for each entity, as long as they meet the funding criteria. 
 

 

Eligible activities 

The grant money may be spent on innovative business development activities, including 

but not limited to: 
 

 

 the development of a new product or service 

 staff training or up-skilling 

 undertaking market research 

 the introduction of new business technology or software 
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 enhancing online sales capability 

 adding a new feature to a website 

 trying a new advertising platform 

 engaging a graphic designer to create new marketing material in order to become 

more competitive, or 

 purchasing new business equipment or infrastructure. If the applicant wishes to 

purchase any physical items, they must clearly explain how it meets the criteria of 

being an innovative business development activity. 
 

 

General exclusions 

The business development activity the owner wishes to undertake must be new – 

funding will not be awarded retrospectively. 
 
 

Other items which are excluded: 

 Standard operating costs such as rent, wages, utilities bills and ongoing 

printing/copying needs 

 Renewal or continuation of any existing initiatives such as platform 

subscriptions, website domains, long-term contracts and memberships 

 Existing programs and projects 

 Personal equipment and private infrastructure 
 

 
2.5 Eligibility checklist 

 
Applicants should consider the following checklist to assist in preparation of the 

application: 

 Does your proposal meet the Stream 2 grant objective? 

 How does your proposal facilitate economic recovery from COVID-19? 

 Is your proposal genuinely innovative, creative and does it demonstrate a strong 

point of difference? 

 Can you demonstrate how the City of Maribyrnong will benefit from your 

proposal? 

 Does your proposal enhance the city’s reputation for innovation, business 

vitality and environmental sustainability? 

 Have you had a pre-application phone call with a Council Officer? 
 

 
 

2.6 Application 
 

 

Applications are subject to review against the eligibility and assessment criteria. Applicants 

are encouraged to carefully consider their capacity to meet program requirements and the 

assessment criteria before committing resources to developing an application. 
 

 

Stream 2 applications must include: 

 A completed application form that is well thought through and well- 
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developed, addressing all criteria and questions. 
 

 

 A costed budget which demonstrates value for money and includes full and final 

quote(s) from third party suppliers for the new business development activities the 

applicant wishes to undertake. Note once funding is awarded, the applicant may 

not change supplier without written permission from a Council Officer. 
 

 

 A written statement which explains how the applicant’s new business 

development activity is innovative and meets the objective of Stream 2 which is to 

facilitate increased trade and other opportunities for doing business. 
 

 

 An explanation of how COVID-19 has negatively impacted the applicant’s 

business, and how they anticipate the awarding of a micro-grant will support their 

recovery and that of their local business district. 
 

 

 If the business owner is not located in a street-facing shopfront, for example 

because they operate from a co-working space, they should clearly explain the 

economic benefit to the City of Maribyrnong. 
 

 
 

2.7 Assessment criteria 
 
 

Applications will be assessed against the following criteria: 
 

 

Meets the objectives of Stream 2 of the BID Grant Program 

 Demonstrates innovation by small business 

 Facilitates increased trade and other opportunities for doing business 

50% 

Financial viability, measureable outcomes and value for money 30% 

 

Supports the recovery of the local economy from COVID-19 20% 
 
 
 
 

2.8 Payment 
 
 

The terms of payment will be outlined in the Funding Agreement. For all recipients of 

Stream 2 micro-grants: 

1.  Council will transfer the funds in full upon receipt of all required 

documentation from the successful applicant 

2.  Council will require evidence of the funds being used as awarded by EMSC, upon 

acquittal. This may take the form of invoices or bank statements, and other evidence 

such as photos may also be required. 


