
Footscray Park Masterplan Public Meeting Questions and Answers 

1. 

 

Question Answer  

1. Can I suggest council considers the stadium only and provides 1 hr free 
parking and retains the remainder of the park for passive rec and off leash 
dog walking? 

We thank you for this suggestion and Council will be taking on board these matters 
when making our decision on the Masterplan.  

2. The 2017 Victoria University annual report states that the five year strategic 
collaboration (commenced in 2017) between the University and Melbourne 
Victory will see the University “provide sports science and performance 
support for Melbourne Victory Academy programs, along with a range of 
unique learning experiences for current and prospective VU students”. 
Melbourne Victory in turn will provide placement and internship 
opportunities for VU students.  Does the proposed development in 
Footscray Park form part of the strategic vision, confirmed plans or intention 
of this support. If so, is it location specific?  

Answers by Melbourne Victory 
a. A key factor to Footscray Park being the preferred site was the proximity 

and Melbourne Victory’s strategic partnership with Victoria University.  
b. This allows the strategic integrated partnership with VU that delivers Vic Uni 

students being afford employment opportunities specialising in high 
performance, sports science and data analytics.  

c. Currently Melbourne Victory have 15 VU students that are working across 
senior and youth programs from a research perspective providing these 
students with best practise access.  

d. In addition, VU collect high performance data from MVFC football programs 
that keeps VU at the cutting edge of their sport research, similar to the 
relationship that the Western Bulldogs AFL team has with VU.  

3. To what extent have council members or Council been involved in, or aware 
of discussions, negotiations and/agreements signed or otherwise, regarding 
elements of this partnership and the development in Footscray Park. Is the 
$10M state funding for this stadium development in any way tied to the 
growth of the University, its campus masterplan or white paper, its research 
institutes, funding or any element of the VU/Melbourne Victory 
partnership? 

The State Government Funding of $10 million is directed to Melbourne Victory to 
establish a Junior Football Academy in particular providing greater opportunities 
for women.  

4. What public health assessment is being carried out before making decisions 
about the master plan – in terms of access to a calm, quiet inviting place to 
walk, picnic, play, meet friends and family with an open view of sky, trees 
and the river?  Melbourne Victory just want the view for their brochures – 
the people of Footscray need it for their health and sanity.  

Council has a municipal public health plan contained within the Council plan, The 
community’s health and wellbeing is at the forefront of our thinking. We also value 
the importance of Footscray Park and the recreation and leisure opportunities it 
provides for all residents. 

5. What are the proposed terms of lease between council and Melbourne 
Victory Football Club for the entire proposed complex site?  Is it 25 years as 
reported by local newspaper, and if so will it include renewal options? 

Any lease proposed to be entered into will be subject to the provisions of the 
Crown Land Reserves Act 1978 which allows a maximum of 21 years. 
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6. I urge Council to look favourably on keeping, and up-grading, the nets as a 
minor part of any major project.  They are an asset to the sporting precinct 
of the park. Please do not omit the nets from your plan.  

We thank you for this suggestion and Council will be taking on board these matters 
when making our decision on the Masterplan. 

7. Can the Council clarify what arrangements are in place to ensure access to 
this facility for community sporting clubs and schools in Maribyrnong? 

If the proposal goes ahead, as part of any lease arrangement, Council will require 
the facility, including the pavilion to be accessed by community groups, sporting 
clubs.  

8. Is part of the Park state-heritage listed? If so, how will that area be impacted 
by the Proposal? 

Yes, 15 hectares of Footscray Park is registered on the Victorian Heritage Register 
and a portion of the football fields will be within the heritage area. The pavilion is 
situated outside the Heritage Area.  

Preliminary meetings have been held with Heritage Victoria and further approval 
will be required if this proposal proceeds.  

9. Will the proposed development be open for community use, eg via a 
Community-based Committee of Management or suchlike ... or is a single 
lease arrangement proposed, and, if so, will that be the subject of a Public 
Tender process? 

Yes it is proposed to be open for community use.  This would be managed by 
Melbourne Victory in accordance with any lease proposed to be entered into.  

10. What is Victory’s current engagement / presence in Maribyrnong Answers by Melbourne Victory  
Melbourne Victory’s current engagement is via two clubs and three schools in 
Maribyrnong, together with Victoria University, running football and community-
based programs.  

Melbourne Victory have also run a successful social inclusion multi-cultural 
program in partnership with Victoria Police out of Footscray. 

The new facility would allow MVFC to expand existing community partnerships, 
and create new relationships with clubs, schools and community groups within the 
City of Maribyrnong 
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11. What benefits Victory will bring to the community as a whole if the proposal 
is approved 

Answers by Melbourne Victory  
Melbourne Victory’s proposed Academy and Community facility has a wide range 
of community benefits attached to it including: 

a. Improved amenities and infrastructure in the park that is accessible for a 
“broader representation” of the community. 

b. More facilities available, which is consistent with city’s Active Maribyrnong 
policy. 

c. The project is expected to attract up to 300,000 users and visitors to 
Footscray Park for MVFC activities, providing significant economic 
investment in the municipality; 

d. The project will allow broadened community programs working with 
additional local clubs and schools, many of whom will benefit from access to 
the facility given current quality of their own clubrooms/pitches. 

e. Blue Light Victoria to form an integral part of the project, with the further 
development of programs for disengaged youth and an increased Police 
focus in the community/municipality. 

f. The facility is crucial for the strategic partnership between Victoria 
University and Melbourne Victory. By providing students with opportunities 
to interact and participate in programs in a specialized sporting environment 
as well as driving more local and international students to be involved in 
community programs. 

g. Improved opportunities for female participation in football with dedicated 
facilities and programs targeted to attract more than 40% female 
representation. 

12. The Footscray Park Masterplan proposes the West Lawn be totally given 
over to Melbourne Victory for use as an exclusive artificially turfed soccer 
training facility. Where there other design options considered for the 
Footscray Park West Lawn during the Masterplan design process?  If so, 
what are they, and if not, why not? Would the Council consider a re-design 
of the West Lawn which retains is as a naturally grassed space for 
community use and enjoyment? 

The 3 grass fields are mostly natural turf with the addition of hybrid turf (only 5% 
synthetic grass) to allow MVFC, local schools and local community groups to train 
and enjoy the park. 
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13. The directors of Melbourne Victory are legally obliged to act in the best 
interest of their shareholders (and by extension its members), while the 
council is supposed to act in the interests of its residents.  If, for example, 
the synthetic turf becomes continually damaged due to non-soccer users -
e.g. casual kids teams sports, or dogs playing on the turf - it would be in the 
Melbourne Victory members interest to install a fence around the 2 non 
fenced soccer fields.  The same logic applies to the scenario when matches 
continually sell out and Victory wants to expand the pavilion further 
reducing the visual appeal of the park.  How will the council ensure that 
Victory acts in the best interest of all the residents of the area when they 
become the leaseholder of this land?  

If this proposal proceeds, Council will have a lease with Melbourne Victory Football 
Club which will set out the requirements for community access and the community 
will be paramount in our consideration.  

14. Can you give me an example, either in the City of Maribyrnong or another 
council, where public land has been leased to a private sports company for a 
specified period of time and then returned back to public realm?  
Alternatively, is there an example where a public park that had been leased 
to a private sports company for a specified purpose has had that purpose 
expanded periodically so the public amenity of the original park is whittled 
away over time? 

No specific examples in relation to sporting organisations.  

15. Why did Council select Footscray Park as the location for Melbourne Victory 
soccer academy? Other sites were considered but did not prove to be 
feasible.” 

Yes other sites were considered for the academy such as Robert Barret Reserve 
but it was determined unsuitable. This current proposal from Melbourne Victory 
Football Club is their preferred location.  

16. Since the “Public Meeting: Footscray Park” Facebook event was promoted 
online via Facebook ads, can you confirm how much was spent to advertise 
this event on the social network and what was the targeted audience? 

Advertising events on social media is undertaken by existing staff resources. 

The target audience is Council’s 30,000 followers and those they may share this 
with. 

17. Can you confirm if, since its creation in 1911, any parts of Footscray Park 
have been leased to a private company resulting in Footscray residents 
seeing their access reduced or restricted in some parts of the park? 

Yes – Council has leased the park for a number of festivals which are run by a 
private company and limit access to the park such as St Jerome’s Laneway Festival.  
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18. Have you asked Melbourne Victory to publicly correct their statement they 
released on April 13, 2018, as well as Victoria University which published an 
article 19 April 2018 which officially announced that Melbourne Victory 
football academy will be built at Footscray Park, and have they done so since 
you told us last week no decision has been made? 

Yes – Council requested Melbourne Victory and Victoria University to remove all 
assertions about any approvals of the academy.  

19. Do you have any examples of public parks being leased to a private company 
for more than 2 decades that were then turned back to open space public 
parks once their lease ended? 

Yes - Kinder Smith Reserve in Braybrook was returned to public open space 
following the demolition of Howard Kingdom Lodge. 

20. Melbourne Victory is a for profit company.  Giving them a lease over 50% of 
the publicly owned park without an open and transparent process to seek 
expressions of interest from other businesses or community groups for 
redevelopment of the park seems to be contrary to local government 
regulations and expectations.  What changes to councils by laws will be 
necessary to be able to give Melbourne Victory control of the proposed 
space in Footscray Park for running its business without a tender or EOI 
process? 

There is no legal requirement to conduct a public tender or EOI under these 
circumstances. 

Council is meeting all legislate requirements in considering this proposal. 

21. Melbourne Victory have received a grant of $10 million for the 
redevelopment of the park.  What letters or indications of support or 
backing were provided on behalf of Maribyrnong Council to State 
government in the negotiations leading to the granting of these public 
funds? 

The Memorandum of Understanding clearly and publicly Maribyrnong’s support 
for investigating the feasibility of a junior football academy at Footscray Park.  

22. Why has Maribyrnong council removed the original masterplan from its 
website, all links now lead to the consultation page? 

We apologise for this matter and can advise that the 2011 masterplan has been 
uploaded on our website. We thank you for bringing this matter to our attention.  

23. Why is Maribyrnong council not showing the full proposed Updated 
Footscray Park Masterplan as part of the community consultation – at the 
moment all we are able to access is a few drawings and some marketing 
material. 

The updated masterplan seeks to update certain elements of the 2011 masterplan 
including the football academy, greater connectivity, new walking paths and 
pontoon which are not included in the original masterplan.  The final draft plan will 
be attached to the council report for 27 August 2019. 

24. How is net community benefit measured in order to inform decision making 
about the proposed leasing to Melbourne Victory? 

See answer under Question 13 
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25. The information on the website suggests that community festivals will be 
able to be held on the new soccer pitches.  How is large groups of people, 
stages, food stalls and other things that come with community festivals 
compatible with the surface of training pitches for an elite sporting group? 

Footscray Park will continue to be the premier site for Council’s festivals and 
celebrations. The updated masterplan further emphasis the importance of ongoing 
festival spaces and the football fields will provide access to additional facilities 
such as toilets. This will also be further cemented with any lease.  

26. The information on the website also suggests Quarry Park as an alternative 
place for off lead dog recreation.  However the master plan for Quarry Park 
includes development of a mountain bike trail.  How is off lead dog 
recreation and children on bikes a safe or suitable combination? 

The Quarry park masterplan includes a flat section of oval (near Footscray City 
College) which will cater for a dog off lead area.  Given the size of quarry park this 
will cater for all park users.  

27.  If no decision has been made regarding Melbourne Victory being given 
control of the site, why does their website proclaim the development is 
going ahead, including six change rooms and dining and that this will be a 
home for their juniors?  I worry that they will not be very good partners for 
the residents of Maribyrnong or open to sharing use in order to benefit the 
local community. 

See answer under Question 18.  

28. What do you think the majority of the community (who live close to 
Footscray Park) are trying to tell you about their thoughts on the Master 
Plan?  

Council is hearing the concerns of the proposal from all perspectives and will be 
taking on board all feedback for its decision on 27 August 2019.  

29. Have council taken into account the mental health of the people who 
oppose the Master Plan? eg: time and effort put into the Save Footscray 
Park campaign, the people who fear losing the Western Lawn who are not so 
involved, the people who have had to stand up for themselves on Facebook 
and Twitter, the people who feel like they have been deemed 'unruly', 
disrespected and alienated by the council, police and media through this 
consultation.  

See answer under Question 4 

30. Question: After the community has fought to Save the Bulldogs, Save 
Footscray Pool, save our local reserve Anders Park (in West Footscray), and 
Save the Dancing Dog, don't you think the people of this area are tired of 
fighting to protect valuable assets? Shouldn't council's job to be protect 
what the community loves?  

The community interests are always at the forefront of Council’s decisions. All 
these factors will be considered before making a decision.  
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31.  How does the Council reconcile the basic intent of a “public park” by ceding 
control of some of our ever diminishing open public space to an unlisted 
private company, Melbourne Victory Ltd? 

See answer under Question 30  

32. Why has the council’s representations within the Footscray Park Masterplan 
Update - January 2019 not been honest when showing the visual impact of 
1.8 metre fence surrounding the “show field”?  It shows only an photo 
example of a 1.1 metre “MCC standard” chainmesh fence, and no mention, 
nor representation of the much larger visual impact that the 1.8 metre fence 
(as mentioned on the Master Plan webpage) will have once it is surrounding 
more than 1.5 hectares of our open space.  And how will that visual impact 
fit within the Heritage Council of Victoria’s Permit Exemptions General 
Condition 1, which is “All exempted alterations are to be planned and 
carried out in a manner which prevents damage to the fabric of the 
registered place or object.” 

Two of the playing fields will not have any fencing.  

The main field has a 1.1 metre high ball fence (as per other fields across the city). 

A 1.8 metre high openable fence around the main field is proposed for 6 ticketed 
events and further investigations are underway to remove the fence. 

The exact style and details of this fence will be subject to a detailed planning 
application and separate heritage approval.  

33. How much control will the council be able exert on future utilisation when 
the proffered explanation for the acquisition of the space only mentions a 
female and junior football academy, when, as per Melbourne Victory’s own 
website dated April 13 2018, the use of the site has already been extended 
to include another organisation Blue Light Victoria?  While Blue Light 
Victoria is a fine organisation, what other types of organisations will have 
use of what was our parkland? 

Any lease entered into would prescribe permitted uses and will be publicly notified 
and approved by Council.   

34.  Rather than this privatisation by stealth, what stand will our Councillors 
make to enshrine genuine public space is kept for our future citizens? 

Council highly values open space across the City and this will be an importance 
consideration for Council’s deliberations.  

35. How can the council adequately assure the community that they will take 
our concerns in relation to the development of Footscray Park into account 
and continue to provide green spaces for our community? 

See answer under Question 30 

36. Can they give any indication on how they will vote or what they think of the 
proposed master plan? Or are they able to indicate what they think are pros 
or cons of the development of Footscray Park?  

The purpose of the public meeting was to listen to the community and provide 
answers which will assist Council making it decision.  Councillors are not able to 
indicate publically how they vote until the actual vote. 
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37. Does the proposal meet the State Government’s guidelines for leasing 
crown land? 

The updated Masterplan does not approve any formal lease or licence. Melbourne 
Victory is seeking a 21 year crown lease and lease agreement will need to be 
consistent with the purpose of the reserve.  

38. Do we have any examples of council long term leasing public land to a 
private company, and them returning it entirely for the people at the end of 
the lease? Do we have examples where this has not happened?  What 
happened with Witten Oval? 

See answer under Question 19.  

The Western Bulldogs Football Club lease Whitten Oval from the State 
Government. 

39. What rent will Victory pay?  What examples of rent-free leases do we have 
in Maribyrnong?  What is the usual method for setting rents?  What other 
direct financial payments will Council receive? 

Melbourne Victory will maintain the fields and pavilion over the 21 year period and 
are currently seeking a peppercorn lease. At the end of the lease all facilities will 
be handed over to Council.  

Lease Fees are determined having regard for the Council’s Lease and Licence 
Policy. 

40. What direct or indirect economic benefits will this proposal bring?  Did we 
do a business case?  Did Victory give us a pitch?  Can we see it?  What social 
or community benefits are envisioned?  What need is there for sporting 
fields?  It seems that we have so many fields already. 

 

41. What was the timeline of communication with the public around the 
masterplan?  Eg at what stage in the process were flyers distributed?  Were 
they distributed once or multiple times?  What geographical area did they 
go out to? Eg when did posters go up? How many?  Eg When were the 
talking posts, how were they advertised and what was their purpose?  Was 
feedback from the talking posts formally recorded and taking into account?  
Eg When did the YCYV survey open and close? When did subsequent 
consultation commence?  Why wasn’t the survey re-opened? Eg which 
company conducted the door knocking?  What quality control did they 
have? What was the process of the face to face survey? What information 
was distributed before / during the door knocking?  Can we see the 
information? What questions were asked in the door knocking?  Can we see 
the survey questions? 

Consultation for the masterplan occurred between March-August 2019 (6 months 
in total) including posting on Council website. The consultation included: 

 March-April – Your City Your Voice Online Survey 

 March – Meetings with the Friends of Maribyrnong Valley, Footscray Rugby 
Club and Footscray Rowing Club.  

 Four onsite sessions  

 June 2019 – Frequently asked question uploaded on Council’s website.  

 July 2019 – Door knocking survey to 500 residents  

The consultation included more than 10,000 letters sent to Maribyrnong 
households, 16 signs erected in and around Footscray Park.  

The doorknocking survey was undertaken by Metropolis who also undertakes 
Council’s Annual Community Satisfaction Surveys. 

The consultation feedback and the Metropolis Survey will be included as 
Attachments to the report to Council on the 27 August 2019.  
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42. Exactly what hours of the week will the public get to use the Victory fields? 
What existing activities does this conflict with?   

Melbourne Victory Football Club have indicated on average they will be using all 
fields for 40 hours a week and this will be subject to a detailed lease.  The hours of 
their use will generally be between 4-9pm on a weekday and some weekend use.  

43. What proportion of the flat open western lawn will be Victory fields and 
pavilion?  Not of the whole park, just the Western lawn. 

Approximately 33,000 sqm will be allocated to the training fields and main field. 

44. How big will the pavilion be?  How many people will it hold? How does this 
compare to other stadiums?  

The proposed pavilion has a capacity of 500 seats and will be approximately two 
storeys in height. The detailed design of the pavilion will be subject to planning 
approval.  

45. Will festivals and events continue to be held in the same part of the park? See answer under Question 25.  

46. How many cars are expected at Victory events, and how many on site car 
parks will be available? 

This matter will be considered during any planning application.  

47. What is the composition of the proposed hybrid grass? Various percentages 
of natural/synthetic have been floated about.  What are the benefits of such 
a grass?  What are the down sides?  What are the negative environmental 
impacts?   

Three fields are proposed, one being 100% turf and the other two being a hybrid 
surface which is 95% natural grass and 5% synthetic fibres. 

The proposed hybrid field is essentially a turf pitch with minor synthetic fibres 
incorporated to enable the surface to better cater for and withstand the 
forecasted usage demands. 

Hybrid fields have no known environmental impacts. 

Reports of 100% synthetic pitches are incorrect. 

48. How many years is the hybrid grass expected to last?  How will it be 
disposed of at end of life? 

Depending on the final product selected, the life expectancy of a hybrid pitch is 
between 10 -15 years, where if required it is salvaged and recycled. 

Maintenance costs will be managed by Melbourne Victory during the term of the 
lease.  

49. How much water will the hybrid grass use?   A hybrid surface will use as much water as a 100% turf given the make is 95% 
natural grass and 5% synthetic fibres. 

50. Birds are always to be seen digging around western lawn area.  What birds 
feed on the current grass?  Are they endangered?  

Council is not aware of any endangered bird species within Footscray Park.  

51. Will the current top soil be destroyed in the replacement process?  Unlikely as the proposal seeks to fill given it is within a floodplain.  
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52. How is this proposal consistent with your carbon neutral action plan and our 
climate emergency declaration? 

Council will consider this with any decision.  

53. Where can we view the environmental impact assessment? The environment assessment was undertaken and will form the basis of the report 
to Council on the 27 August 2019. A copy will be provided within this report.  

54. There will be 10 flood-light towers.  How will bright night lighting affect the 
environment for fauna and residents alike? 

The report concluded that the light towers are unlikely to have a major impact on 
the native species of the ecosystem.  

55. Has there been an impact study undertaken to determine native bird grazing 
the area?  

No.  

56. Footscray Park's recreational space sits within an existing flood plain. How 
will this be managed? 

Like all floodplain areas across Maribyrnong this in managed by Melbourne Water. 
Melbourne Water has provided in principle support for the updated masterplan 
subject to detailed design.  

57. We have enjoyed a strategic partnership with Melbourne Victory Football 
Club in recent years.” Dawkins.  What is the nature of the VU/VICTORY 
collaboration?  What are the financial benefits to each other of this co 
location? What are the benefits to the community? 

See answer under Question 2 

58. How can you explain the Victory video and the VU website that both imply 
that this is a fait accompli?  

See answer under Question 18  

59. Who brought the Plan to Council on behalf of Melbourne Victory? Please 
provide specifics: the name, position and the organisation they represented. 

MVFC contacted Council in 2016 regarding this proposal  

60. Who from Council, was involved in meetings regarding the Melbourne 
Victory proposal before the Masterplan was changed?  Please provide 
specifics: name, position and organisation represented. 

See answer under Question 59.  

61. Which Councillors were involved in meetings regarding changing the FP 
Masterplan before the masterplan was changed to reflect the proposal. 

The Council (unanimously) voted to endorse the updated masterplan for 
community consultation at the 26 February 2019 City Development Special 
Committee meeting.  
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62. What was the date of the first meeting? Who was present?  Were minutes 
taken?  Where are they on the Council website? 

Council adopted reports both on the 26 July 2016 and 26 February 2019.  

The 26 July 2016 decision resolved to enter into a MoU with Melbourne Victory to 
explore the opportunity to develop a Junior Football Academy.  

The 26 February 2019 endorsed the updated masterplan for community 
consultation.  

Council agenda’s and minutes are provided on our website.  

63. When was the current Masterplan first published for public viewing? How? See answer under Question 41.  

64. Councillor Cuc Lam appeared in publicity material supporting the Park 
proposal in 2018 before the proposal was presented to residents. 
a. Does this breach any Council regulations for Councillor behaviour? 
b. Will Councillor Lam recuse herself from voting on the FP lease to 

Melbourne Victory? 

No Councillor Lam did not breach in any regulations or legislation.  

When making decisions all Councillors are required to have regard for the 
Councillor Code of Conduct and applicable legislation. 

65. The proposal is supported by Victoria University. Council has a 
Memorandum of Understanding with VU. Is Council in breach of the MOU if 
it votes against leasing FP to Melbourne Victory? 

No Council will not be in breach of the MoU should the masterplan not be 
supported.  

66. The lease proposal is supported by Federal MP Bill Shorten, Premier Dan 
Andrews, and Footscray MP Katie Hall. All are ALP members. There are 
several councillors who are also ALP members. 

a. Have these Councillors been directed by the ALP to vote in favour of 
leasing FP to Melbourne Victory? 

b. Are these Councillors allowed to vote against the Proposal? 

All Councillors are free to vote on this matter.  

67. Melbourne Victory is a for profit company.  Will the general public be able to 
use the new sport fields for free once build.  How will the council guarantee 
that Members of Maribyrnong and Footscray continue to have access to 
Footscray Park after the establishment of the academy? 

The Academy will be free to be used by participants. Any lease to Melbourne 
Victory will ensure ongoing community access.  

68. Why is Maribyrnong council not showing the full proposed Updated 
Footscray Park Masterplan as part of the community consultation – at the 
moment all we are able to access is a few drawings and some marketing 
material. 

See answer under Question 23  
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69. If no decision has been made regarding Melbourne Victory being given 
control of the site, why does their website proclaim the development is 
going ahead, including six change rooms and dining and that this will be a 
home for their juniors?  I worry that they will not be very good partners for 
the residents of Maribyrnong or open to sharing use in order to benefit the 
local community. 

See answer under Question 18.  

70. Have any employees of Maribyrnong Council or Maribyrnong Councillors 
past or present received any gift or inducement from Melbourne Victory 
Football Club or Victoria University i.e. game tickets or hospitality during the 
last four year period of discussions regarding the changes to Footscray Park? 
Have any such pecuniary issues been declared and recorded for public view? 

Council is required to declare any conflict of interests or gifts.  

No gifts or conflicts have been declared.  

71. Melbourne Victory has already been given Robert Barrett Reserve, and now 
is pushing for Footscray’s State listed heritage public park. Why is Council 
considering this when there are other appropriate sites such as McIvor 
Reserve, parts of Thompson Reserve, or the federal government’s old 
defence site near the Maribyrnong Community Centre – which would make 
a world class sports area? 

The current proposal from Melbourne Victory is for Footscray Park which is their 
preferred location.  

72. To ensure accountability and transparency in this process will Council 
provide for public inspection all documents showing assessment processes 
of all areas that are potentially available for a sports stadium and fields, and 
all correspondence with Melbourne Victory and Victoria University re 
Footscray Park or other Maribyrnong parks? 

All relevant information will be included into the report to Council on the 27 
August 2019.  

73.   Why is Council considering allowing major infrastructure on a recognised 
flood plain? 

See answer under Question 56.  

74. What is council’s plan to ensure that our family and friends can visit and 
park on our street? Why has this proposal been allowed to be considered 
without adequate carparking?  As council and Melbourne Victory have been 
discussing this for over 4 years was there an assumption that VU carpark 
would still be available?  

Considerations regarding car parking will form part of the report to Council. 
Council is aware that the existing carparks in the area have the capacity to serve 
the improvements shown on the masterplan.  

75. Why has this land not been developed by the council already for the use of 
local sporting clubs only (soccer, rugby and cricket)? 

Significant investment is required to develop the western lawn area given it is 
within a floodplain.  
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76. Why have you let this area of Footscray Park become so poorly managed 
from a turf point of view? 

The current conditions of this section of Footscray Park is difficult to grow turf 
without irrigation or significant investment.  

77. Why are you allowing the Victory to build a fence around the venue, which 
will be in a local park? 

The proposed fencing is required for ticketed events and no decision has been 
made for fencing. Council is aware that there has been community angst 
surrounding the proposed fencing and this will be considered during our decision.  

78.  Why have you not looked at other suitable locations? See answer under Question 15.  

79. How does this benefit people in the local community specifically? I would 
like a complete run down of the break down of times (not just total hours) 
Victory will have use of this area. If it is mainly afternoons and early evenings 
and weekends, this is the most popular times for locals to use this park. 

See answer under Question 42 

80. Last council meeting it was claimed that technically it's not "privatisation" of 
public Greenland. While the public won't have access to this land for all 
primary times of every single week.  

See answer under Question 42 

81. Why was Melbourne Victory not told that they should buy some of the many 
vacant factory lands here in the west? Melbourne Victory will profit glaringly 
from new stadiums, why can't they build on the currently wasted land of 
abandoned factories? 

See answer under Question 71.  

82. Referring to last weekend's meeting, when a Stephen Wall revealed the 
Labor state government had approved $10m for Melbourne Victory to 
maintain the lawns. Why has the labor state government, the same party 
that four of the councillors are members of, approved $10M for lawn 
upkeep. Yet the four ALP members of the council claimed last meeting, they 
were incapable of talking to their own party about getting that money 
granted for public maintaining of the lawn. On the basis that "state labor is 
completely different" to the council ALP members? Are we supposed have 
confidence in this representation on our council? 

The funding priorities for State government are a matter for State Government. All 
Councillors are free to vote on this matter.  



Footscray Park Masterplan Public Meeting Questions and Answers 

14. 

 

Question Answer  

83.  Could you please explain exactly how a member of the community who 
would like to use the space being proposed for development (to kick a ball 
with their child, walk their dog or have a picnic with their friends) would 
access this space after it's been leased to Melbourne Victory? How often will 
the gates be left open so that the community will have free access to this 
part of Footscray Park?  

See answer under Question 42 

84. When was it decided to give Melbourne Victory 2 pitches at Robert Barrett 
Reserve? 

Following public consultation, Council resolved on 21 November 2017 to endorse 
the Robert Barret Reserve Playing Fields Upgrade plan (football and cricket) and a 
proposed 10 year lease with Melbourne Victory.  

85. What does this mean for the cricket, bowls and tennis clubs that currently 
occupy the space? 

The works to Robert Barret Reserve will have no impact on the ongoing use for 
cricket, lawn bowls and tennis.  

86. What does this mean for the playground, skate park and general outdoor 
spaces for Maribyrnong residents? 

All recreational activities at Robert Barret Reserve are not affected by the two 
football fields.  

87. Why does Melbourne Victory require 5 pitches within our municipality?  Melbourne Victory requires five pitches to accommodate the programming 
requirements for up to 12 teams in the free academy program and facilitating 
access to the community.  

Participation numbers are growing and are affected by the lack of facilities in the 
municipality to cater for players. 

88. Other parks currently being developed and upgraded by Maribrynong 
Council have been under public consultation with three design options for 
the public to consider and give feedback on. Currently there only one design 
option under consideration for Footscray Park - Melbourne Victory 
development.  Given that the Melbourne Victory show field is such a 
contentious, large scale, and permanent change to Footscray park, why are 
there no alternative park designs under consideration for public feedback? 
Barrett reserve has the right geographical size and is a stand alone space 
that will not be split or be diminished to accommodate a show field. A show 
field fence would fit snugly within the reserve space. Has Barrett Reserve 
been considered as a site for Melbourne Victory show field and grandstand? 
Why has this option not been included as an option in the West Footscray 
concept plans for Barrett reserve? 

See answer to Question 15.  
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89. Whether Melbourne Victory are currently running community-based 
programs in the municipality?  

Melbourne Victory Answers 
Melbourne Victory’s current engagement is via two clubs and three schools in 
Maribyrnong, together with Victoria University running football and community-
based programs.  

Melbourne Victory have also run a successful social inclusion multi-cultural 
program in partnership with Victoria Police out of Footscray. 

The new facility would allow MVFC to expand existing community partnerships, 
and create new relationships with clubs, schools and community groups within the 
City of Maribyrnong 

90. How the community-based programs stated in the academy proposal differ 
from existing community-based programs, illustrating what new or 
additional community benefit is gained from the building of a dedicated 
training facility. 

Melbourne Victory Answers  

Melbourne Victory is passionate about using football to make a difference in the 
community to engage and unite people from all backgrounds.  

This runs deeper than just ‘playing football’ - they offer programs for schools, 
clubs, charities and culturally diverse communities, and work with key 
stakeholders to encourage social cohesion via football to engage young people in 
their local community. 

To date, MVFC has several football and community programs within the City of 
Maribyrnong with local clubs and schools.  

This facility allows MVFC to expand existing community partnerships, and create 
new relationships with new clubs, schools and community groups within the City 
of Maribyrnong. 

 

Many clubs and schools are under resourced and unable to meet demands. This is 
an opportunity to gain access to a facility and appropriate resources to stimulate 
participation in sport and recreation. 

91. What other sites were considered that did not prove to be feasible? See answer to Question 15. 

92. Can you provide the feasibility studies? Yes the feasibility study will be included within the Council report.  

93. What environment assessments have been undertaken? An environment assessment for the lighting has been undertaken. This will be 
provided within the Council report.  
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94.  This is a direct quote from the Wurundjeri Tribe Corporation website, which 
represents the Traditional Owners of the lands in Maribyrnong. “It is 
considered respectful protocol to engage with Traditional Owners to discuss 
planned projects, developments and initiatives that occur on their lands. 
Many stakeholders are interested in engaging with Traditional Owners and 
the best way to achieve this is through a consultation process. We have an 
established Cultural Consultations Team to facilitate the engagement 
process. Cultural consultations provide an avenue for stakeholders to meet 
with and engage in meaningful dialogue with Wurundjeri Elders about 
planned or existing projects, developments or initiatives that occur on 
Wurundjeri lands.” Has the City of Maribyrnong consulted with any 
indigenous organisations about the proposed development at Footscray 
Park? For example, has the Wurundjeri Tribe Corporation been engaged to 
provide cultural consultation around this project? If not, why not?  

Not as yet – Council will be engaging with Wurundjeri Tribes following the 
masterplan decision. Additionally any detailed planning application will require 
consideration against the Aboriginal Heritage Regulations 2018.  

95. I spoke with the government head of Sport, Recreation and Racing today 
who confirmed with me that the 10M grant that Melbourne Victory has 
received to create a sports academy is not tied to the Footscray Park site, 
and that they would look at alternative site options to ensure the project 
goes ahead. Given this, what efforts have the city of Maribyrnong made to 
investigate alternative locations for the Melbourne Victory soccer academy?  

Yes that is correct.  

The MVFC preferred location is Footscray Park.  

96. In the Expression of Interest (EOI) application for the 10M grant that 
Melbourne Victory was successful in, did the City of Maribyrnong provide a 
letter of support or in any other way endorse this project, and what exactly 
does this document say? Does it clearly indicate that any development on 
the Footscray Park site would be subject to a rigorous community 
consultation, and that the people of Maribynong had not yet had an 
opportunity to express a view on the merits of the project at the time in 
which the EOI was made? 

See answer under Question 32.  

97. As a club, the Maribyrnong Swifts Football club feels the acute shortage of 
football facilities for women and girls in our area. What plans do the council 
have to address this shortage and how does the Melbourne victory academy 
fit in with these plans? 

The Council Sports Strategy which is under development will consider this matter 
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98. The 2011 Masterplan was a full and extensive report which outlined the 
different precincts and future actions. The Footscray Park Masterplan 
Update 2019 appears to override the Footscray Park Masterplan 2011. The 
Masterplan Update 2019 proposes to significantly alter the 1. Western Lawn 
/ Active Use and 2.  Play Space precincts and actions. Other than trying to 
find a location for a new sporting venue are there documented reasons 
behind significantly changing the clearly defined 2011 Masterplans 
precincts?  

See answer under Question 23.  

99. In addition to this, the Footscray Park Masterplan Update 2019 appears to 
consist of a plan only. Can you confirm if there is a full Masterplan Report 
Update, or as a minimum backgrounds reports that have been undertaken 
to inform the current masterplan such as: 

 Existing population and future population predictions / forecasts for 
Footscray and surrounding areas? 

 Traffic and parking report, now and for the future? 

 Pedestrian activity / movement study, now and for the future?  

 Calculations on open space allocation per person in the local area - is 
there adequate open space / parks in the Footscray area, now and for 
the future? (on a local level) 

 MCC Open Space Strategy - how much open space is enough, now and 
in the future? (on a regional level) 

 Cultural / heritage / social reports, now and for the future? 

 Community infrastructure audit - for immediate site and within the 
local area. Having structures & segregated areas versus open space 
must be considered for the long term. 

 Studies that investigated other potential locations for MVFC football 
Academy? 

Council has a number of strategic reports that underpin the future directions of 
the City of Maribyrnong and there provisions of open space. The main document is 
the Council Open Space Strategy 2014 which is an 18 year strategy to ensure 
equitable access to open space across the city to cater for the anticipated 
population growth. Footscray Park is identified as a Regional Open Space and can 
cater for a variety of uses.  A number of these reports will feature in Council’s 
report on the 27 August 2019.  
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100. According to the masterplan, Melbourne Victory's two academies will have 
use of the facilities for up to 40 hours per week.  Most community sporting 
activity occurs after usual business hours and on weekends.   If Melbourne 
Victory are allowed to use the facilities after 5pm on weeknights and across 
both weekend days, then the facilities won't actually be open for community 
use as the council has suggested they would be.  Will council insist that 
Victory restrict their usage of the facilities to business hours so as to allow 
for the widest community usage of the facilities as possible (given one of the 
rationales for the development is that Maribyrnong is soon to reach capacity 
on already existing sporting infrastructure)? 

The use of the facilities and hours of operation will be subject to a detailed lease 
which is required to be public notified. The park is approximately 22 hectares 
which can cater for a variety of uses and activities.  

101. Why aren’t the needs of retirees being catered for by Council and why 
should I as a retiree have to forgo this open space for younger generations 
who are in contrast very well catered for? 

The park is 22 hectares which can cater for a variety of uses and activities for all 
ages.  We welcome any suggestions that you have that may improve the park for 
retirees.  

102. Can Council please explain how and when there will be community access to 
these facilities if Melbourne Victory Juniors will be using them 40 hours per 
week (which will be presumably be something like 4-9pm Mon-Friday and all 
day Saturday and Sunday)? 

See answer under Question 100.  

103. What are the plans for parking for those attending the ticketed events?  The 
existing car parking would not be adequate to service these events and 
while other events in the park (eg NYE celebrations) rely on public transport 
or arrival by foot, one would assume that the soccer attendees would 
predominantly be people who don’t live nearby. 

See answer under Question 75.  
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104. Council has shut down, over the years, previous avenues that existed for 
ongoing consultation with residents and ratepayers, including Community 
Advisory Groups (by whatever title), monthly Residents Meetings, even the 
subscription databases for topical updates and notifications (even though 
technology has further enabled these), thereby decreasing interaction and 
transparency between the council and its shareholders.  In light of this 
current FP situation and previous others such as Yarraville parking meters, 
this misdirection results in council losing the opportunity to engage EARLY 
with residents and ratepayers to gauge appetite for many such projects 
council considers.  Will you agree (and if yes, when will you enact) to re-
establishing a Community Advisory Group now (for FP project) and for 
ongoing engagement with residents and ratepayers? 

This is not correct.  

Council has a number of advisory groups operating for a number of key topics 
across Council. Some groups include the Maribyrnong Active Transport Advisory 
Committee, the Heritage Advisory Committee, Enterprise Maribyrnong, the Stony 
Creek Advisory Committee, Parking Management Committee etc.   

105. Maribyrnong Council performs community consultation and engagement 
very poorly by its own account, FP being a particularly shabby example, and 
it shows little drive to improve skill levels.  It was disappointing to hear in 
recent webcasts that you said ‘you will learn a lot from this experience (in 
regard to poor consultation methods)’ and yet no ‘lessons learned’ are being 
accumulated (even though you have had plenty of opportunities) and its the 
same people (from MCC) involved.  What plans do you have for this scenario 
NOT to occur again?  How do you propose to engage better with your 
shareholders? Seriously, how long have councils been doing consultation 
and engagement and it is STILL like breaking new ground for you.  It’s not 
rocket science. It’s a two-way conversation, not US providing YOU with 
feedback. The sooner you lose that way of thinking, the better off you will 
be.  By way of ensuring improvement in this regard, is council willing to 
make itself accountable to its residents/ratepayers for C&E KPIs? 

Council’s community engagement has continued to grow over the last four years 
and is now embedded into our Project Management Framework.  The use of our 
online engagement portal, YourCityYourVoice, has continued to grow, with a 38% 
growth in visitors in the last year.  We have also moved to more deliberative 
engagement practices, with Community Advisory Groups formed for a number of 
consultations, including the development of the Community Plan, the Parking 
Management Policy as well as a number of other projects. 

While the engagement undertaken in this instance may not have been sufficient, 
we are developing a new community engagement policy to ensure more stringent 
adherence to our recommended practices and guidelines. 
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106. Considering work on the FP project, by your own admission, has been 
proceeding for years now with consultation with Melbourne Water, inviting 
groups and individuals in for discussion meetings but leaving consultation 
with the largest group – the community – till last, just before making a 
decision on this? Surely it would be cleverer to involve community to gauge 
interest levels in the first instance, and if positive, involve community in the 
development of the concept overall?  How do you justify the manner in 
which you have worked so far when it obviously doesn’t work?   

The proposal required a number of different stakeholder inputs prior to releasing 
the masterplan for consultation to determine whether it is possible to begin with 
(such as whether Melbourne Water’s feedback)  

107. If the third tier of government isn’t recognised in the Australian 
Constitution, how can it be managing Crown Land such as FP? Are you acting 
as State Government representatives in some way? Under what legislation?  

Council manages Footscray Park in accordance with the Crown Land Reserves Act 
1978.  

108. Why has Council failed to adequately maintain and rejuvenate this open 
space for the benefit of all residents not just a minority who are already well 
catered for? 

Council has invested more than $4.5 million since the 2011 masterplan for 
improvements and $2.6 million over the last five years on maintenance and 
repairs.  

109.  Why should the recreational needs of retirees be sacrificed to for the youth 
who are in contrast already very well catered for? 

See answer under Question 101.  

110. What right has Council to allow the lease of our public land for the benefit of 
profiteering private groups? 

See answer under Question 107.  

111. We are told this plan is not a fait accompli – if so, why have Melbourne 
Victory been promoting their new facility at Footscray Park since 2018?  
Where will everyone park – we have a hospital development in addition to a 
university and a proposed soccer facility 

See answer under Question 18.  

112. With Maribyrnong municipality's population estimated to increase 
significantly over the coming 20 years and the increase in development of 
apartments, why is there a proposal to decrease access to public parkland? 

See answer under Question 99.  

113. What alternative sites for the proposal have been investigated and 
evaluated and why has Footscray Park been selected over other sites? 

See answer under Question 15.  

114.  How does Council's Footscray Park Masterplan proposed Melbourne Victory 
Academy align with the 2014 Open Space Strategy?  

See answer under Question 99 and the park with the proposal can still cater for all 
park users including structured and unstructured work. .  
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115. What other uses for the Melbourne Victory Academy site were considered 
by council and on what grounds were they rejected? 

See answer under Question 15. 

116. Why is Council considering this restriction of public access when Footscray is 
recognised (including by the Council) as lacking public open space and every 
time an objection to a high density development goes to VCAT, the 
Footscray Park is cited as the answer to residents' public open space 
problem? 

See answer under Question 99.  

117. Why has it taken Council so long to consult the public on this proposal when 
Melbourne Victory has been presenting it as a fait accompli for some time? 

See answer under Question 106.  

118. In regards to the training pitches at Robert Barret Reserve, how have 
Melbourne Victory been to deal with. 

The proponent at Robert Barret Reserve was delivered in accordance with Council 
improved plan and in a timely manner.   

119. Will the public be able to access/use any meeting rooms once the stand is 
complete? 

Yes that Council intention and would be subject to a detailed lease process.  

120. How does this relationship differ from council letting sporting clubs use 
council land at the Merv Hughes Oval? 

All leases on Crown Land are subject to the provisions of the Crown Land Reserves 
Act 1978 and fees are determined against Council’s Lease and Licence policy.  

121. I tried to book a ticket for tonight but it is full. Will there be more 
consultations of this type? And if so, when will they be? 

We are sorry to hear this - unfortunately there is no planned events to discuss 
Footscray Park as a decision will be made on the 27 August 2019.  

122. What works have Council undertaken to the western lawn since 2015, and 
what were the costs of those works? 

See answer under Question 108.  

123. Did Melbourne Victory engage a consultant to do public consultation?  If so, 
when did this happen, who did the consultation, who did they consult with, 
and did they provide a report to council?  

We are not aware of any consultant that Melbourne Victory has engaged. Council 
undertakes its own consultation using existing resourcing.  

124. When did the last sports club lease end for Footscray Park’s sport fields We are not aware of any lease for the existing sports fields at Footscray Park.  

125. Have Footscray park’s sports fields been available for lease to local sports 
clubs in the past 4 years?  If not, why not? 

The sport fields have been utilised by local sports clubs under annual seasonal user 
agreements and not leases.  
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126. For over 25 years the western lawn sports fields has been habitually used by 
Footscray’s local residents for passive recreation.  As the habitual use has 
mostly been passive recreation by local Footscray residents for the benefit 
of their health and wellbeing, why did Council choose to consult with local 
sports groups, Victoria University and Melbourne Victory only over the past 
4-5 years? 

The sports fields have been utilised by local sports clubs across Maribyrnong and  

127. In 2014, Councillors were presented with a report recommending Footscray 
Park “Implement the existing [2011] masterplan, with consideration for 
integration of additional unstructured recreational use and facilities for 
adults to cater to the forecast additional population in the future. Any future 
works associated with the River Edge Masterplan are to be well integrated 
with the existing Footscray Park Masterplan. Importance: Very High.”  This 
recommendation was approved.  What is now being proposed excludes 
adults from the majority of the sports fields in all peak use periods, and only 
allows access to one field for use for soccer only?  How does this proposal 
benefit Footscray’s majority adult demographic? 

The masterplan does not exclude access for any community members and the use 
of the pavilions and fields will be subject to a detailed lease arrangement.  

The proposal also addresses the shortfall of football infrastructure in Maribyrnong. 
The existing infrastructure cannot meet the demand of the growth in football.  

See answer under Question 99 for open space strategy analysis.  

128. Prior to the construction of any new structured sporting facilities, the 
proposal needs to demonstrate how it will be integrated with and meet 
multiple-use objectives of the open space.  Council has said Footscray’s local 
residents can use the fenced competition field.  How can a 2m fenced, 
rectangular, lined marked soccer field be used for non-structured ball games 
such as AFL and cricket and rugby and grid iron, and particularly when 
shared with many members of the local community at once?   

Footscray Park is a regional park and has traditionally included and number of 
sports fields dating back to the 1990s.  The showcase field fencing is proposed only 
for a number of games and to have openings around its perimeter.  Non-standard 
ball games will still be able to use these fields. 

129. Footscray Park’s western lawn area is the only large open space usable for 
non-structured, non-organised ball games in Footscray.  Other all reserves 
and fields are allocated to local sports groups who receive priority use.  
Where does Council expect local residents to go to play their social ball 
games?  [I note Quarry Park is half a sports field and cannot be used for a 
local community ball game.  It is also a shared community space forming 
part of a Korean War Memorial. 

Footscray Park is a regional open space which can be used by multiple uses for 
both structured and unstructured ball games.  This is similar to the majority of 
sporting reserves across Maribyrnong which are used for a variety of uses and 
community members.  

130. How does 2m fencing in our public park benefit local residents? See answer under Question 32 and all matters relating to fencing will be 
considered in the report to Council. 
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131. How does a 2,000m2 sports stadium pavilion with seating for 500 spectators 
and light towers, taking up much valued open space and creating a visual 
distraction between the river and our park’s heritage Edwardian botanical 
landscape, benefit local residents? 

The park is 22 hectares which can cater for a range of uses and the proposal will 
have limited impacts to the heritage aspects of the park.  Further planning and 
heritage approval are required at a later stage which would include detailed 
analysis on the heritage impacts to the park.  

132. There is no fencing along any part of the Maribyrnong River’s open space 
environment.  How does 2m fencing in Footscray Park’s open space western 
lawn area benefit local residents?   

The proposal includes a 1.8 metre high fence and no detail has been prepared on 
the style of the fence which will be subject to a detailed planning application.  This 
issued will be considered in the report to Council on the 27 August 2019.  

133. Why has Council endorsed fencing in an open space environment when it 
provides no benefit to local residents? 

No decision has been made on the masterplan or any fencing. See answer under 
Question 32.  

134. In October 2018, Melbourne Victory put out a Professional video advertising 
and announcing its new Academy in Footscray Park. The MOU between 
Council and Melbourne victory prohibits either party making public 
announcements about the proposal without the written consent of the 
other. Did Council give Melbourne victory permission to publish an 
announcement or is Melbourne victory in breach of one of the key terms of 
the MOU?  

Council did not provide permission for this material and requested it be removed. 

135. The memorandum of understanding contains an exclusivity clause that 
prohibits Maribyrnong council from entertaining other options in relation to 
proposals for the land.  On what basis did the council consider it appropriate 
to sign up to a term that prohibited A competitive and open process of 
determining whether there maybe other uses suited for the western lawn 
and in particular prohibited council from entertaining the idea of community 
groups or other groups from using a piece of public land? 

The MoU does not prohibit Council from entertaining other options in relation to 
proposals for the land as long as it notifies the other party that it cannot meet the 
obligation or commitment under the MoU. 

136.  Council promised to release all relevant documents but so far has only 
released the MOU and has not responded regarding the other requests. Is 
council reneging on this promise? 

The report to Council will include all relevant documentation for Council to make 
an informed decision. Information has been released to parties on request.  

137. Why do you have to submit questions in advance?  It’s like a VU student 
asking for the questions on an exam before the exam so they can prepare 
the best answer? 

Due to the large number of attendees and feedback from some residents who felt 
intimidated asking questions in front of a large group, it was decided to have 
questions sent in advance. We hoped that by doing so, everyone was able to have 
their say. It also enabled us to group the questions according to topic.  
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138. Last week, you admitted that 89% of respondents to the submissions 
process oppose the proposed Melbourne Victory development.  This is a 
clear mandate from the community not to go ahead with this proposal.  If 
you vote in favour of the proposed amendment, on what basis would this 
represent the interests of the community? 

See answer under question 30.  

139. During the last Ordinary Council Meeting, we were informed that one of 
reasons for delaying notifying the public of the MVFC proposal (from 2015-
2019), was due to City West Water having concerns with the development. 

Yes – Council was having discussion with Melbourne Water to ensure the proposal 
would not impact upon the floodplain.  

140. What concerns did they raise regarding building on the flood plain / 
wetlands area? How are these being addressed? 

Melbourne Water has provided preliminary support for the proposed masterplan 
update in terms of floodplain management and stormwater management.  

141. I have recently purchased in Footscray and one of the primary reasons was 
proximity to Footscray Park. The proposal predicts that the development will 
bring people to the area. Has there been any analysis of the impact this will 
have on people currently being attracted to the area?  Has the council 
assessed the potential decrease in property values, due to the decreased 
quality of living due to lose of public green space? 

No this work has not be done and there is no loss of open space with the proposal.  

142. When the park was initially built, Footscray had a much smaller population.  
Due to increased urban density, this number will grow to 40k in the next 
decade. What are the council planning to do to protect park land like this? 

See answer under Question 99.  

 


