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HEARING OF SUBMISSIONS TO THE PROPOSED 2021/2022 ANNUAL BUDGET 
AND SUBSEQUENT THREE YEARS, REVENUE AND RATING PLAN  

Director: Celia Haddock  
Director Corporate Services  

Author: Mark Connor 
Manager Finance 

 

PURPOSE  

To provide the opportunity for submissions to be heard in relation to the Proposed 
2021/2022 Annual Budget and Subsequent Three Years and Revenue and Rating Plan, 
in line with Council’s Engagement Policy 2021 developed in accordance with the Local 
Government Act (2020). 
 

ISSUES SUMMARY 

• Council must adopt its Budget by 30 June 2021 and submit a copy to the Minister 
for Local Government. 

• At the Council Meeting on 20 April 2021, Council resolved to publicly display the 
Proposed 2021/2022 Annual Budget and Subsequent Three Years and Revenue 
and Rating Plan and invite submissions. 

• An advertisement advising of the release of the document, and inviting feedback 
was published in the Star Weekly on Wednesday 21 April. 

• Four weeks were provided for feedback from 21 April 2021 to 21 May 2021. 
• 17 submissions were received in relation to the Proposed 2021/2022 Annual 

Budget and Subsequent Three Years and Revenue and Rating Plan. 
• 9 submitters have requested to be heard in support of their submissions. 
• Following consideration of all submissions received, Council will consider for 

adoption the Proposed 2021/2022 Annual Budget and Subsequent Three Years 
and Revenue and Rating Plan at the Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday 15 
June, 2021, at 6.30pm. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Budget Submissions 2021-22      
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 
1. Thanks all budget submitters for their comments in support of their 

submissions to the Proposed 2021/2022 Annual Budget and Subsequent 
Three Years and Revenue and Rating Plan.  

2. Notes the comments provided by budget submitters in support of their 
written submissions in relation to the Proposed 2021/2022 Annual Budget 
and Subsequent Three Years and Revenue and Rating Plan. 

3. Notes the Proposed 2021/2022 Annual Budget and Subsequent Three Years 
and Revenue and Rating Plan will be presented to the Council Meeting on 15 
June 2021 for consideration. 
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BACKGROUND 

Council, in the preparation of the proposed Budget, has continued to use its long 
term financial plan, which guides the development of annual budgets. 
Council commenced the proposed Budget process in October 2020, and has worked 
through a rigorous process with the Executive Management Team and seven 
Councillor Budget briefings. 
The proposed Budget preparation has been guided by the Council Plan. The 
directions of the proposed major undertakings, have heavily influenced the proposed 
Budget as well as considering the current financial landscape. 
 
At the Council Meeting on 20 April 2021, Council resolved to publicly display the 
Proposed 2021/2022 Annual Budget and Subsequent Three Years and Revenue and 
Rating Plan and invite submissions.  
 
Seventeen submissions were received. Nine of the seventeen submitters have 
requested to be heard in support of their submissions. 

DISCUSSION/KEY ISSUES 

1. Key Issues 

Submission Period 
 
Council is no longer required to implement a formal section 223 submission process in 
relation to its proposed budget. Under the Local Government Act (2020) the process is 
governed by Council’s Engagement Policy, which was adopted in February 2021. 
 
An advertisement advising of the release of the document, and inviting feedback was 
published on Wednesday 21 April. Four weeks were provided for feedback from 21 April 
2021 to 21 May 2021. 
 
Seventeen submissions were received. Nine of the seventeen submitters have 
requested to be heard in support of their submissions. 
 
Sequence of Hearing of Submissions 
 
Submissions will be heard in the order in which submissions were received. 
 
Ref 
No. 

Date 
Received Submitter To Be Heard 

Yes/No 
1 29-Mar-21 Beth Ciesielski - Nick Rose 

Permaculture Out West and Sustain 
Yes  

2 26-Apr-21 Jo Canny  
Maribyrnong Ratepayers Group 

Yes 

3 12-May-21 John Guinane No 
4 14-May-21 Zac Lewis 

Western Chances 
Yes 

5 13-May-21 Dianne Ferrara No 
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6 18-May-21 Andrew Costa  No 
7 18-May-21 Elena Pereyra Yes 
8 18-May-21 Claire Denby  TBC 
9 19-May-21 Sarah Rickard  

Climate Action Maribyrnong  
No 

10 20-May-21 John Symons 
Bike West 

Yes 

11 20-May-21 Jules Griffith 
Westgate Basketball Association 

No 

12 20-May-21 Marianne Wangira - Suzzane Mosca 
West Footscray Neighbourhood House  

Yes  

13 20-May-21 Mathew Duck 
Western Region Football League 

TBC 

14 20-May-21 Judith Wright Yes 
15 20-May-21 Arthur Bregiannis Yes 
16 10-May-21 Henry Street Residents TBC 
17 21-May-21 Rob Crittenden Yes 

 

2. Council Policy/Legislation 

Council Plan 2017-2021 

This report contributes to Council’s strategic objectives contained in the Council Plan 
2017-2021 by considering: 
• Strategic Objective: 

- Strong leadership - lead our changing city using strategic foresight, 
innovation, transparent decision making and well-planned, effective 
collaboration. 

Legislation 

Local Government Act (2020). 

Conflicts of Interest 

No officer responsible for, or contributing to, this report has declared a direct or indirect 
interest in relation to this report. 

Human Rights Consideration 

No rights listed in the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 
are engaged or, if they are engaged, actions proposed to be taken by Council will be 
taken compatibly with those rights. 
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3. Engagement 

Maribyrnong City Council undertook extensive community engagement on the Proposed 
Budget and Revenue and Rating Plan from April to May 2021, using a variety of 
methods to seek feedback: 

Submissions 
Members of the public were invited to make written submissions to the Proposed 
Budget and Revenue and Rating Plan via mail, email and online at 
www.yourcityyourvoice.com.au.  
A total of 17 submissions were received. 
Webinar 
Council hosted a live streamed Question and Answer (Q&A) session on the Proposed 
Budget and Revenue and Rating Plan via a moderated webinar session on Wednesday 
28 April 2021 from 6.30 to 7.30pm, enabling residents to ask the Mayor and CEO 
questions about the Proposed Budget and Revenue and Rating Plan. A total of five 
people attended. 
Questions and Answers  
The community was invited to ask questions via the Your City Your Voice Platform - 
from 22 April to 20 May 2021. A total of 9 questions were asked and responded to by 
Council. 
Stakeholder Engagement Sessions 
Three stakeholder engagement sessions were held online via Zoom video meetings, 
enabling discussion and feedback on the Budget: 

• Thursday 13 May from 3pm to 4pm  

• Tuesday 18 May from 9am to 10am 

• Wednesday 19 May from 5pm to 6pm 
Social Media 
Social media engagement included: 

• 13 posts on Facebook, with an overall reach of 11,903 and 642 engagements 

• 8 posts on Twitter with 2,401 impressions and 60 engagements 
Communications 
The following communications were used to communicate the Proposed Budget and 
invite feedback: 

• Media release distributed to local media 

• E-newsletter distributed to Maribyrnong News subscribers 

• E-newsletter distributed to Your City Your Voice subscribers 

• Website information  

• News item on website  
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• Budget Companion Document created 

• Newspaper advertising 

• Your City Your Voice platform/information 

• Paid and unpaid social media promotion  

• Video content   

• Community Newsletter and City News  
Key Themes 
Some of the themes from the community engagement included the following: 

• Funding for social housing 

• Library opening hours during Covid-19 

• Animal management funding  

• Increase in rates 

• Funding for cycling and footpaths 

• Funding for indoor sports facility 

• Climate emergency  

4. Resources 

Not applicable. 

5. Environment 

Not applicable. 

CONCLUSION 

Council has conducted a formal process affording opportunity for any member of the 
public to provide feedback on the Proposed 2021/2022 Annual Budget and Subsequent 
Three Years and Revenue and Rating Plan and reinforcing their right to be heard.  
Seventeen submissions were received and nine submitters have requested to be heard 
in support of their submissions.   
 
Once all submissions and all other relevant details have been considered, a further 
report will be presented to Council. 
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HEARING OF FORMAL FEEDBACK ON THE DRAFT COUNCIL PLAN 2021-2025  

Director: Celia Haddock  
Director Corporate Services  

Author: Lauren McKenzie 
Manager Customer Engagement 

 

PURPOSE  

To update Council on feedback on the Draft Council Plan 2021-2025 and outline the 
opportunity for members of the public to be heard in line with Council’s Engagement 
Policy 2021 developed in accordance with the Local Government Act (2020). 
 

ISSUES SUMMARY 

• Following implementation of the Local Government Act 2020 councils have until 30 
October 2021 to adopt their next four-year Council Plan. 

• In keeping with previous cycles, Maribyrnong will adopt its Council Plan 2021-2025 
by 30 June 2021. This also aligns with the adoption of the Budget. 

• Community engagement undertaken between December and March informed the 
development of the Draft Plan which went out for formal public feedback between 
21 April and 20 May 2021. 

• Following implementation of the Local Government Act (2020) this feedback 
process is governed by Council’s Engagement Policy, adopted in February 2021. 

• This continues to provide opportunity for every member of the public to comment 
and to be heard.  

• An advertisement advising of the release of the document, and inviting feedback 
was published in the Star Weekly on Wednesday 21 April. 

• Four weeks were provided for feedback from 21 April 2021 to 21 May 2021. 
• Feedback was provided via Your City Your Voice and by email. 
• 67 people provided feedback – 51 as anonymous comments 
• 11 of the 16 who provided feedback by way of formal correspondence provided the 

same comments relating to climate emergency 
• Two submitters have requested to be heard in support of their written submissions. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Written Correspondence Council Plan 2021-2025      
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Thanks all submitters for their comments in support of their submission to 
the Draft Council Plan 2021-2025.  

2. Notes the Draft Council Plan 2021-2025 will be presented to the Council 
Meeting on 15 June 2021 for consideration. 

3. Notes that following adoption of the Council Plan, officers will respond 
individually on the actions taken in regard to formal feedback received. 
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BACKGROUND 

Council has undertaken significant engagement with its community to support 
development of the Draft Council Plan 2021-2025. 
 
Council advertised the availability of the Draft Plan on Wednesday 21 April 2021 and 
invited feedback on the document over a four week period from 21 April to 21 May 
2021. 
 
Feedback was provided via Your City Your Voice and by email. 
 
All feedback and comments have been collated and the 16 members of the public who 
provided their contact details have been asked if they would like to be heard.   

DISCUSSION/KEY ISSUES 

1. Key Issues 

Submission Period 
 
Council is no longer required to implement a formal section 223 submission process in 
relation to its Council Plan. Under the Local Government Act (2020) the process is 
governed by Council’s Engagement Policy, which was adopted in February 2021. 
 
Recognising the right of members of the public to be able to provide formal feedback on 
this key strategic document Council advertised the availability of the document and 
invited comment over a four week period. 
 
The feedback period commenced on 21 April 2021 and closed on 21 May 2021. 
 
67 people provided feedback – 16 by way of written correspondence. Two submitters 
have requested to be heard in support of their written submissions, those being the 
Melbourne Footbal (Soccer) Alliance and the Vicotrian Pride Lobby. 

2. Council Policy/Legislation 

Council Plan 2017-2021 

This report contributes to Council’s strategic objectives contained in the Council Plan 
2017-2021, by considering: 
• Strategic Objective: 

- Strong leadership - lead our changing city using strategic foresight, 
innovation, transparent decision making and well-planned, effective 
collaboration. 

Legislation 

Local Government Act (2020). 
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Conflicts of Interest 

No officer responsible for, or contributing to, this report has declared a direct or indirect 
interest in relation to this report. 

Human Rights Consideration 

This report complies with the rights listed in the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and 
Responsibilities Act 2006. 
 
No rights listed in the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 
are engaged or, if they are engaged, actions proposed to be taken by Council will be 
taken compatibly with those rights. 

3. Engagement 

An advertisement calling for formal feedback on the Draft Council Plan was published in 
a local newspaper and on Council’s website for a period of 28 days. Social media was 
also used to encourage engagement. 

4. Resources 

Not applicable. 

5. Environment 

Not applicable. 

CONCLUSION 

Council has run a formal process affording opportunity for any member of the public to 
provide feedback on the Draft Council Plan 2021-2025 and reinforcing their right to be 
heard. 67 members of the public provided feedback over a four week – 16 by way of 
written correspondence. Two submitters have requested to be heard in support of their 
written submissions. 
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