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Key Terms
for Water
Meaning

Context

Precipitation

Water released from
clouds in the form of
rain, sleet, snow or hail.

Clouds contain very small drops of water known
as water vapour. When the water drops get bigger
gravity brings them back to the ground in the
form of precipitation.

Condensation

The process by which water
vapour in the air is changed
into liquid water.

Water vapour in the air cools in the air and
forms clouds - a crucial part of the water cycle.

The process by which a liquid
changes into a gas or vapour.

When water is warmed by the sun it is
evaporated back into the air as water vapour.

The process where plants
absorb water with their roots
and release water from the
underside of their leaves, where
it changes into water vapour.

Plants are a very important part of the water cycle.
Just as trees take in carbon dioxide and release oxygen
for us to breathe, they also take up water from the soil
and through transpiration filter the water before it
evaporates up into the air to form clouds.

Water that is suitable
for drinking.

In Australia we have very high quality potable water.
Currently we use potable water for drinking, washing
our cars and even for flushing our toilets. Water that
has been used in our home can actually be treated and
cleaned so it becomes suitable for drinking again.

Water which is found beneath
the surface of the ground.

When it rains water soaks into the soil and is stored
underground. This is called groundwater. Trees can
access groundwater with their roots and humans
can access groundwater using pump systems.

The process by which water
soaks into the soil.

When it rains water soaks down and infiltrates
into the soil, becoming part of the groundwater.

Rain, hail or snow that runs off
impermeable surfaces such as
footpaths, car parks and roads
and flows into our stormwater
drains.

As stormwater flows into our drains it takes with it
any debris in its path. This includes litter, oil from
cars, cigarette butts and dog poo. It is important
to reduce as much of this debris as possible as the
stormwater flows directly into our rivers and oceans.

Occurs when the soil is
infiltrated to full capacity
and is unable to hold any
more water.

If the soil is unable to hold the water due to already
being full, then it becomes surface runoff.

A permeable surface allows
liquids and gases to seep
through it.

Surfaces such as grass, gravel, dirt and some rocks
are permeable surfaces. This means that rain will be
able to infiltrate through them into the groundwater.

An impermeable surface does
not allow liquids and gases
to seep through it.

Impermeable surfaces such as concrete, most rocks,
roads and bricks stop water from seeping into the
groundwater, causing surface runoff.

Things that are in the water
that can be harmful to plants
and animals.

When runoff flows along the surface of the ground
towards the nearest water catchment it can pick
up and carry fertilisers, pesticides and oils. These
pollutants are harmful to plants and animals.
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Oceans contain
97% of the
Earth’s water.

Found at the web address above,
this presentation enables you to describe
to your students the story of water.
With detailed notes included, you can use this
presentation as it is, or edit it to suit your needs.
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Other Resources and Activities
for Water

Resources

Activities

Water Resources
and Activities

Other Activities

www.citywestwater

.com.au/our_communit
y/
teacher_resources.asp
x

http://melbournew
ater.com.au/getinvolv
ed
http://www.environ

ment.gov.au/topics/w
ater/
water-information/w
ater-education-resou
rces
.org/

Water Programs

/
•

www.waterwatchm

elbourne.org.au

•

www.myswep.com.au
http://www.depi.vic.g

•

ov.au/water/saving-w
ate

education/resourcesm

art-aussi-vic

r/

Water Worksheets
and Games
www.savewater.com

.au/

how-to-save-water/ined

•
•

elbournewater.com.au

ucation/

http://wateruseitwi
sely.com/kids/

how much water

competition
Enter the Western Water poster
October each year
Celebrate National Water Week in

•
•

http://coolaustralia
http://raingardens.m

Interview other students about
they use per day

•

•
•
•

we use water
Design a board game showing how
sroom uses
Monitor how much water your clas
every day
er your
Collect rainwater in buckets to wat
school garden
hwater
Make a video about how much fres
there is in the world
save water
Design a new technology to help
er in your school
Design ways to promote saving wat
petition at school
Have a reusable water bottle com
pens to water in
Develop a play to explain what hap
the stormwater drains

•

er
Write a poem or song about wat

•

Come up with a water saving
superhero for your school

•

Visit Werribee Treatment Plant
to see how water is treated
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Precipitation

Water released from
clouds in the form of
rain, sleet, snow or hail.

Clouds contain very small drops of water known
as water vapour. When the water drops get bigger
gravity brings them back to the ground in the
form of precipitation.

Condensation

The process by which water
vapour in the air is changed
into liquid water.

Water vapour in the air cools in the air and
forms clouds - a crucial part of the water cycle.

The process by which a liquid
changes into a gas or vapour.

When water is warmed by the sun it is
evaporated back into the air as water vapour.

The process where plants
absorb water with their roots
and release water from the
underside of their leaves, where
it changes into water vapour.

Plants are a very important part of the water cycle.
Just as trees take in carbon dioxide and release oxygen
for us to breathe, they also take up water from the soil
and through transpiration filter the water before it
evaporates up into the air to form clouds.

Water that is suitable
for drinking.

In Australia we have very high quality potable water.
Currently we use potable water for drinking, washing
our cars and even for flushing our toilets. Water that
has been used in our home can actually be treated and
cleaned so it becomes suitable for drinking again.

Water which is found beneath
the surface of the ground.

When it rains water soaks into the soil and is stored
underground. This is called groundwater. Trees can
access groundwater with their roots and humans
can access groundwater using pump systems.

The process by which water
soaks into the soil.

When it rains water soaks down and infiltrates
into the soil, becoming part of the groundwater.

Rain, hail or snow that runs off
impermeable surfaces such as
footpaths, car parks and roads
and flows into our stormwater
drains.

As stormwater flows into our drains it takes with it
any debris in its path. This includes litter, oil from
cars, cigarette butts and dog poo. It is important
to reduce as much of this debris as possible as the
stormwater flows directly into our rivers and oceans.

Occurs when the soil is
infiltrated to full capacity
and is unable to hold any
more water.

If the soil is unable to hold the water due to already
being full, then it becomes surface runoff.

A permeable surface allows
liquids and gases to seep
through it.

Surfaces such as grass, gravel, dirt and some rocks
are permeable surfaces. This means that rain will be
able to infiltrate through them into the groundwater.

An impermeable surface does
not allow liquids and gases
to seep through it.

Impermeable surfaces such as concrete, most rocks,
roads and bricks stop water from seeping into the
groundwater, causing surface runoff.

Things that are in the water
that can be harmful to plants
and animals.

When runoff flows along the surface of the ground
towards the nearest water catchment it can pick
up and carry fertilisers, pesticides and oils. These
pollutants are harmful to plants and animals.
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Found at the web address above,
this presentation enables you to describe
to your students the story of water.
With detailed notes included, you can use this
presentation as it is, or edit it to suit your needs.
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Key Terms
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Meaning
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Precipitation

Water released from
clouds in the form of
rain, sleet, snow or hail.

Clouds contain very small drops of water known
as water vapour. When the water drops get bigger
gravity brings them back to the ground in the
form of precipitation.

Condensation

The process by which water
vapour in the air is changed
into liquid water.

Water vapour in the air cools in the air and
forms clouds - a crucial part of the water cycle.

The process by which a liquid
changes into a gas or vapour.

When water is warmed by the sun it is
evaporated back into the air as water vapour.

The process where plants
absorb water with their roots
and release water from the
underside of their leaves, where
it changes into water vapour.

Plants are a very important part of the water cycle.
Just as trees take in carbon dioxide and release oxygen
for us to breathe, they also take up water from the soil
and through transpiration filter the water before it
evaporates up into the air to form clouds.

Water that is suitable
for drinking.

In Australia we have very high quality potable water.
Currently we use potable water for drinking, washing
our cars and even for flushing our toilets. Water that
has been used in our home can actually be treated and
cleaned so it becomes suitable for drinking again.

Water which is found beneath
the surface of the ground.

When it rains water soaks into the soil and is stored
underground. This is called groundwater. Trees can
access groundwater with their roots and humans
can access groundwater using pump systems.

The process by which water
soaks into the soil.

When it rains water soaks down and infiltrates
into the soil, becoming part of the groundwater.

Rain, hail or snow that runs off
impermeable surfaces such as
footpaths, car parks and roads
and flows into our stormwater
drains.

As stormwater flows into our drains it takes with it
any debris in its path. This includes litter, oil from
cars, cigarette butts and dog poo. It is important
to reduce as much of this debris as possible as the
stormwater flows directly into our rivers and oceans.

Occurs when the soil is
infiltrated to full capacity
and is unable to hold any
more water.

If the soil is unable to hold the water due to already
being full, then it becomes surface runoff.

A permeable surface allows
liquids and gases to seep
through it.

Surfaces such as grass, gravel, dirt and some rocks
are permeable surfaces. This means that rain will be
able to infiltrate through them into the groundwater.

An impermeable surface does
not allow liquids and gases
to seep through it.

Impermeable surfaces such as concrete, most rocks,
roads and bricks stop water from seeping into the
groundwater, causing surface runoff.

Things that are in the water
that can be harmful to plants
and animals.

When runoff flows along the surface of the ground
towards the nearest water catchment it can pick
up and carry fertilisers, pesticides and oils. These
pollutants are harmful to plants and animals.
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‘The Story of Water’
presentation:
Found at the web address above,
this presentation enables you to describe
to your students the story of water.
With detailed notes included, you can use this
presentation as it is, or edit it to suit your needs.
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save water
Design a new technology to help
er in your school
Design ways to promote saving wat
petition at school
Have a reusable water bottle com
pens to water in
Develop a play to explain what hap
the stormwater drains

•

er
Write a poem or song about wat

•

Come up with a water saving
superhero for your school

•

Visit Werribee Treatment Plant
to see how water is treated

Contact us - Have a question? Please contact Maribyrnong City Council’s
Sustainability Officer on 03 9688 0200
or visit our website at www.Maribyrnong.vic.gov.au
Originally developed by Brimbank City Council
Copyright and Disclaimer - This material has been developed
by Brimbank City Council and designed by Affinity Graphic Design.
Brimbank Schools Sustainability Resources is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Australia License.

DID
YOU
KNOW

?

Water
has three
different
states: liquid,
solid and gas.

